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"The grass withers and the flowers fade, 
but the Word of our God 

stands forever"
-Isaiah 40:8



Mother’s Day, May 9th, marks the one-year anniversary of when we re-opened our in-person worship
services. In March of 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic, we made the decision to pause all in-
person worship services and go strictly online. We later made the decision to re-open with Covid-19
restrictions in place. Our in-person attendance started out pretty sporadic, which is what we expected.
Over the past couple of months, our in-person attendance has gotten much better. Folks have gotten or
are getting vaccinated and the cases in Howell County have gone down significantly. While attendance
has gotten better, we are not back to our pre-Covid numbers. And I understand there are still some folks
who are still being cautious and I completely respect that.  

Even before the pandemic hit, our Summer attendance would typically decrease a bit. This has
happened at every church I’ve served as a pastor. I think it’s just what happens with Summer vacations
and other activities taking place in the Summer. But as Hebrews 10:25 says, “Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.” I will say this. We will
continue to live stream both worship services, but I want to encourage you, as you feel
comfortable, to attend worship in-person as often as you can. It’s just not the same without you! 

I also know that many of you are interested in what is going on with the sanctuary. The renovations of our
beautiful stained-glass windows began back around the first of the year and we were hoping to have our
first worship service back in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Unfortunately, that didn’t take place. And
there is still quite a bit of work to be done before we’ll be able to get back in the sanctuary.

A LETTER from Pastor Andy



First of all, the stained-glass windows look amazing and the work on those should be complete by the
first of May. We also made the decision to repair the south wall of the sanctuary (the balcony wall).
There were a lot of water stains and the plaster was in very bad shape. The workers began taking the
plaster off the wall with the thought of replacing the plaster. As the brick underneath the plaster came
into view, it was decided to not replace the plaster and leave the wall brick. We all felt that by doing that
it added some aesthetic that was missing from the sanctuary. If you haven’t seen the brick wall yet, I
think you’ll agree, it’s beautiful!

That brings me to the ceiling of the sanctuary. It has been discovered that there are several places
where the plaster has come loose from the lath underneath.  It has developed many pockets where the
plaster is loose. For this reason, it has been deemed unsafe to have anyone in the sanctuary until the
ceiling is repaired. The contractor doing the work on the windows has given us a bid to repair the ceiling.
Church Council voted to accept the bid.  Work on the ceiling will begin the end of May. It will require a
large amount of scaffolding to get this job done.  The scaffolding will be put up around the middle of May.
I believe the total amount of time to complete this project will take about 6 to 8 weeks. 
 
I apologize for the inconvenience, but we simply cannot take the risk of plaster from the ceiling falling
and injuring someone. I also want to thank you for your patience and grace while all this is going on.
Your continued understanding and support really means a lot.  I know there are many, many people who
need to worship in the sanctuary. I am also anxious to get back into the sanctuary for worship. And we
will and when we do, we will celebrate!

I also feel like I need to share with you the financial end of this project. The bid given to the Church
Council to consider was $180,000. The Council, after prayerful consideration and discussion, voted to
step out in faith to get this project completed. Council also is aware that there could be some additional
expenses involved, as there is with almost every construction project. We still have some money in our
building fund, and we’ve received a very generous bequeath from the Thelma Watkins estate of
$174,000. What we have allocated may or may not cover the entire expense for repairing the ceiling, but
as I said, Church Council voted to step out in faith so that we can be back in the sanctuary sooner rather
than much later.

One more thing. Spring brings new life and new beginnings. As we prepare to re-enter the sanctuary
later this Summer, we have new beginnings happening here at the church. With that being said, maybe
it’s time for some Spring cleaning?  So, I’m asking each group, Sunday school, class, look at the room
you use with fresh eyes and see what could be done to make your area more hospitable. With the
building being somewhat empty for most of the last year, there may be some things piled up in corners
that could be moved into storage somewhere or rearranged to look nicer. Just think about what your
area looks like in the eyes of guests and see what you can do to make it look more welcoming.

Thanks for all you’re doing for the cause of Christ here at First UMC – West Plains. Alpha was a great
ministry that comes to an end on May 2nd.  We are in the middle of preparing for VBS under the
leadership of Heather Schneider and her crew. Our Fall Alpha scheduled to begin on Sunday, Sept. 12. 
Please keep all this in your prayers and as always, I consider it a joy to be the Lead Pastor here at
FUMC.

                                                     Pastor Andy

...Continued 



May 1- Hosea 11: 1-11

May 2- Genesis 12: 1-9

May 3- Genesis 25:5-26

May 4- Genesis 35:1-29

May 5- Exodus 1:1-22

May 6- Exodus 2:1-25

May 7- Exodus 3:1-22

Mau 8- Exodus 12:1-42

May 9- Exodus 15:1-27

May 10- Exodus 40:1-38

May 11- Joshua 1:1-18

May 12- Joshua 3:1-17

May 13- Joshua 6:1-27

May 14- Joshua 21:17-45

May 15- 1 Samuel 3:1-21

May 16- 1 Samuel 8:1-22

Do you know how significant Israel is in the Bible? 
Have you ever studied Israel’s Biblical history? 

Do you know just how awesome the Bible as a whole is—
How its story is so intricately woven together? 

Well, you’re about to find out all these things in 
this month’s Bible Reading Plan.  

Open God’s Word each day and travel to different places 
in and around Israel studying Israel’s history from Abraham to Jesus.

 

 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another.”  -Hebrews 10:25 

May 17- 1 Samuel 12:1-25

May 18- 1 Samuel 16:1-13

May 19- 2 Samuel 7:1-29

May 20- 1 Kings 6:1-38

May 21- Jeremiah 25:1-14

May 22- Daniel 1:1-21

May 23- Psalm 137:1-9

May 24- Ezra 1:1-11

May 25- Ezra 3:1-13

May 26- Psalm 126:1-6

May 27- Isaiah 9:1-7

May 28- Matthew 1:1-25

May 29- John 1:1-34

May 30- Matthew 21:1-17

May 31- John 19:14-42

READING 

PLAN

MAY 

BIBLE 



A LETTER from Pastor SCOTTY

Here are some things Coming Up:

May 16th – Graduate Blessing / during our Sunday Services

Bacalaureate Service, WPHS Gym 2 p.m.

May 26th – Last night for NRG YTH

Summer Hang Outs - June 16th, July 21st & Aug. 18th (the 3rd Wed.)

August 25th- Regular NRG YTH Resumes

Hello to all! Just a few things to keep you in the know of what’s happening in NRG YTH:

First of all, confirmation has begun and we have 9 confirmands. It’s exciting to begin discussion with them
about their faith and have mentors and parents come alongside them as well as they walk this journey of
embracing their own faith. Our plan is to have our confirmation celebration service on June 20th. praying for
each of them over the coming weeks.  

Hattie Patillo, Lucy Hafer, Kaylee Barnard, Addisyn Becker, Virginia Atkins, 
Hannah Schneider, Sam Stauffer, Tanner Land, & Tate Duggins. 

Another thing we are excited about is the blessing of our high school and college graduates. If you know of
anyone, have them contact me and send me a video file from their phones with their name,
activities/honors/etc., and their plan for their future. We will have our blessing service for the graduates and
a gift on May 16th during our Sunday morning services.  

NRG YTH will stop meeting weekly after May 26th and go to monthly meetings for the summer. We call
these, "Hang-outs", and they will be the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  We will resume meeting weekly
August 25th, 2021.    

On a different note. We were planning on a possible Jamaica mission trip this summer. But that has been
canceled due to Covid and the country of Jamaica not allowing us to come. This makes us sad, but we hope
to possibly return to Jamaica next year.  

Please follow us:  Instagram at nrgyth, Facebook page NRGYTH
Facebook group:  NRGYTH – student ministry at FUMC West Plains 

We are so grateful for your support of NRG YTH both and financially and spiritually.  
We are doing all we can to empower students to eNgage, Reflect and Grow IN Christ and WITH others.

Associate Pastor
Students/Music/Technology Scotty Wall



ATTENTION GRADUATES

Applications & transcripts are 
DUE THIS MONDAY, MAY 3

to the church office.

 

Scholarship applications 
for FUMC high school seniors 

& first time college students (under age 21) 
are now available in church office for 2021-22!

This scholarship is open to women over age 21 who are returning to

college after an absence.

Applicants must carry 12 hours per semester & show financial need.

Applications available in church office and due with transcripts July 1st.

WOMEN IN TRANSITION

Must be previous FUMC Scholarship Winner.

Completed 12 credit hours per semester the previous year.

Maintained a 2.5 GPA or above at accredited college or university.

Applications available in church office now.  

Applications & transcripts are due in church office July 1st.

RENEWABLE SCHOLARSHIPS

CALL JANICE BOWDEN AT 417-293-5414 

Scholarship Opportunities



AM:  Mon. July 12 - Thurs. 15

8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon
We will have TWO SECTIONS:

 

PRESCHOOL:  Kids age 4 (by Aug 1st) and
those entering Kindergarten.

AND
ELEMENTARY:  Students who are ENTERING

 1st through 6th Grade.

PM:  Sun. July 11 - Wed. 14

6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
We will Have THREE Sections:

 

SPECIAL NEEDS: Adults 
AND

PRESCHOOL: Kids age 4 (by Aug 1st) and
those entering Kindergarten.

AND
ELEMENTARY:  Students who are ENTERING

 1st through 6th Grade

We are limiting the number of participants this year. 
FUMC & volunteer workers' families may register NOW.  

Open registration will begin June 1st.
 

DUE TO COVID, REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE 
WHEN SPOTS ARE FULL.

 
Click link on Church Scribe App or 

www.fumcwestplains.com 

FUMC Member Registration NOW OPEN



All ladies of the church are invited to join UMW for a Welcome Back
Brunch on Tuesday, May 11th at 9 a.m.  We will resume our regular
month meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in
the Parlor for fellowship, devotion and community oriented program.
 
The organized unit of UMW shall be a community of women whose
purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ developing a supportive fellowship for one
another.  Through participation in local ministries and global outreach
of the church we are the hands and feet of Christ.
 
We hope to see you at our Welcome Back Brunch on Tuesday, May 11th
at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall!

United 
Methodist
Women

Tuesday,
May 11th
9:00 a.m.

Welcome
Back

Brunch!

UMW Welcome Back Brunch!



 

Marimartha Ritter
(Mother of Ruthi Holmes 

& Paula England)
 

GIVEN BY: 
Larry & Shirley Butler, Barbara Alsup, Marveen Joplin, Rob & Debbie
Stauffer, Janice Bowden, Kay O'Neal, Steven & Betty Coats, Dick & Nancy
Davidson, Kevin & Kelly Gleghorn,  Paul & Karen Ryburn, Bess Paris,
Richard & Helen Atkinson, Robert & Christina Humphries, Dean & June
Proffitt, Barry & Marjorie Slayton, Nealus & Janet Wheeler

 

 

Jeannie Johnson.                Bill Campbell
(Mother of Joy Ross)              (Father of Becky Dunkin)

 

GIVEN BY:                                                 Dick & Nancy
Rob & Debbie Stauffer,                                Davidson  
Steve & Betty Coats

 

Memorials In Memory of:



Important dates for your calendar

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Sunday School. Confirmation & Small
Groups
11:00 am Traditional Service
6:00 pm Alpha
Every Tuesday:
6:30 am Men's Group @ Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Women's Group @ Koinania Rm

Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Praise & Worship 
6:30 pm NRG YTH 

May 9th:
Mother's Day

May 12th:
6:00 p.m. Friendship Circle Preschool Graduation

May 25th:
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive

May 16th:
Graduate Blessing at all Services
2 p.m. Baccalaurate Service at WPHS

May 10th:
6:00 p.m. Administrative Council, Fellowship Hall 

Gifts      numbers

April 4

April 11 April 25

April 18

Attendance:  308

Gifts: $42,585.18 

Attendance: 200 

Gifts:  $13,015.00

Attendance:  187

Gifts:  $7,317.00

Attendance:  155

Gifts:  $15,029

&

SENIORS:  Graduate Blessing will be on 

Sunday, May 16 during worship.  

Be sure to email your video to

falana@fumcwestplains.com

May 11th:
9:00 a.m. UMW Welcome Back Brunch,
Fellowship Hall 



GRADUATE BLESSING
will be during worship 
on SUNDAY, MAY 16 

 

Be sure to send VIDEO to

falana@fumcwestplains.com

(include your name, school, clubs, sports, 

school activities, future plans, etc.) 

"THE FORGOTTEN GOD"
By Frances Chan

Tuesday Mornings at 6:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 25

at FUMC

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 

Masks Required

Antiboties Tested
 

Sign-up at

www.redcross.org

United 
Methodist 

Women

Click link on 
Church Scribe App 

OR Go to 

www.fumcwestplains.com

United Methodist Men

Welcome Back Brunch

Tuesday, May 11th

Fellowship Hall, 9 a.m.

Registration NOW OPEN

AM: July 12-15

PM:  July 11-14

Due to covid, 
registration will close 
when spots are full.

Friendship Circle Preschool
GRADUATION

Wednesday, May 12
6 p.m. CLC



Stay in the know at FUMC!
Go to the app store on your phone, iPad or tablet. 
Search for "Church Scribe" in the app store.

Once the app has downloaded to your device, type "first" in the search bar and
look for "First United Methodist Church- West Plains" within the app.

Once you find FUMC, click on it and it will take you to our online bulletin. 

Be sure to allow notifications so you know when the app has updated with
announcements.
Every Sunday please take attendance by clicking the picture that says 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

"take attendance here". 

  7. You can leave prayer requests,  follow sermon notes, bible reading plans, 
upcoming events and much more!

Our church website has been updated!

- Access our Church Scribe App from the homepage to
see:  sermon notes, daily scripture readings, prayer
concerns and much more.  

- Watch the latest sermon and read the most recent
Newsletter, see what's on the church calendar too!

 

If you have updates, information to be added,

corrections or suggestions for the website,
email: heather@fumcwestplains.com

www.fumcwestplains.com



STAFF       LEADERS &
ANDY LAMBEL
LEAD PASTOR

ANDY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Administrative Council Chair

columbarium committee

custodial & Maintenance

financial secretary

lay leader

librarian 

methodist men

methodist women

safe Gatherings

treasurer

contact information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com

503 west main West pLains, MO 65775

DEBBIE STAUFFER
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

DEBBIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Falana boze
ADMIN ASSISTANT

FALANA@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

AMY MURPHY
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

AMY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

LAURIE WALL
CHILDRENS coordinator

LAURIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

SCOTTY WALL
ASSOCIATE PASTOR/

WORSHIP/ STUDENTS

SCOTTY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

 

Shaun duggins

Helen Atkinson & Janice Bowden

dustin Parker

jodie ficken

rob stauffer

donna cook

Len Campo

sue risner

amy murphy & Tara Orr

Amy Murphy

Heather Schneider
Connections coordinator

heather@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM


