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🌿 Growing Together on Purpose

One of the things I love most about spring is that this time of year reminds us that healthy things
grow intentionally.

Gardens don’t grow accidentally. Teams don’t grow accidentally. Churches don’t either.

Over the last year, our leadership has spent significant time praying, listening, organizing, and
dreaming about how we can best position First United Methodist Church to faithfully pursue our
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. That work led to
the organizational structure our Leadership Board recently adopted. 

At its core, this structure is designed around a simple idea:

Ministry works best when we work together.

Rather than functioning as isolated ministries doing separate things, we want every part of church
life moving in the same direction—fostering friendship, serving side by side, and sharing our
stories as one church family.

🤝 A Shared Vision Requires Shared Leadership

As part of this structure, several key ministry leadership areas help align and shepherd the work of
the church:

Worship 
Learn 
Serve 
Friendship 
Stewardship 
Building & Maintenance 

One of the most important pieces of this vision is the role of Ministry Leader for Learn, which
helps coordinate and connect our age-level ministries—including kids, youth, adults, and God’s
Crew. 

This role is not about “running every ministry.” It is about helping leaders work together toward
the greater mission and objectives of the church as a whole. It creates alignment, communication,
encouragement, and shared discipleship across generations.

📚 God Provides

I’m excited to share that Rev. Geoff Posegate has agreed to serve in this role as our Age Level
Ministry Coordinator / Ministry Leader for Learn.

Even more meaningful—this is a volunteer role.

Geoff brings wisdom, pastoral experience, deep care for people, and a passion for discipleship
that will help strengthen and connect ministries across every stage of life. His leadership will help
ensure that our children, youth, adults, and special needs ministries are not simply existing
alongside one another—but growing together intentionally.



I’m deeply grateful for Geoff’s willingness to serve in this way.

Our board and nominations team are committed to inviting, equipping and deploying more
servants of God to lead in this way as well as others in our church family to support these
ministries in a variety of ways. 

🌱 Becoming the Church God Is Calling Us to Be

As we continue building toward the future God has for FUMC, this structure is not about adding
bureaucracy or complexity.

It’s about creating clarity.
It’s about equipping leaders.
It’s about helping relationships flourish.
And ultimately, it’s about helping us become a healthier, more unified church.

Because healthy things grow best when they are connected.

And I truly believe God is growing something beautiful among us.

If you would like to learn more about this effort, never hesitate to contact me or our board chair,
Shaun Duggins.

— Pastor Sean





United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women

We will be helping with VBS preparations. Please plan to join us! 

Tuesday June 9, 2026      
9:00a.m.    FUMC

Everyone Is Welcome!



Every Monday:
6:30 am Men's Group - Fellowship Hall
2nd Monday of the month, will meet at
Ozark Cafe for breakfast

Every Sunday:
8:30am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center
          

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:30-7:30pm Youth Group
             Christian Life Center

Every Wednesday: 
5:30-6:30pm God’s Crew 

6-7pm Handbell Practice

7-8pm Choir Practice
                  

Important dates for your calendar

May 3  rd

Attendance: 143
Gifts:  $5,763.00

May 17   th May 31  st

Attendance: 128
Gifts:  $2,629.10

May 10   th

Attendance: 163
Gifts:  $5,681.21

June 2   nd

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

**Currently we need $8,689.00 per week to meet our 2026 budget**

June 9  th

UMW Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 9am

June 15   th

Church Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 5:30pm

Attendance: 142
Gifts:  $15,773.00

June 16  th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

June 20  th

Miriam Ward’s Memorial Service - Sanctuary, 11am

June 5  - 7  th th

Missouri Annual Conference
Pastor Barry Fielder will be preaching on June 7  th

June 21  st

Fathers Day / First Day of Summer

May 24   th

Attendance: 140
Gifts:  $4,686.80

June 11    th

VBS Volunteer Meeting - CLC, 6pm

Gifts 
& 

Numbers



Friendship Circle Child Care and Preschool 

Our Summer Camp children will have the following themes for June: Ice Cream, Summer Nights, Bees & Bugs, and
Pirates. The children will be learning bible stories about Moses, Jonah, Daniel, and Zechariah & Elizabeth. Our special
event this month will be Ice Cream Party, Several Water Days, and Donuts with Dad for our Father’s Day Event. 

Thank you to the Methodist Women for purchasing a new changing table for our new classroom. 

 
Children’s Ministry
 
During June, our Nursery will be learning to be a “Community of Believers” with lessons about the Early Church. Our
Elementary Children will be learning about Noah and the Ark during Children’s Church. During Sunday School, we will
be learning about Abraham and Sarah. Our lessons will include a Movie, Art, Cooking, Storytelling, Science, and
Games.  

VBS is fast approaching!! Our VBS this year is Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God. This year VBS will be July
13th-16th. God’s Crew VBS will be July 12thand 15th,and July 19th and 22nd. If you are interested in working or
helping with VBS, please fill out a form located in the church lobby and place in the basket provided or call the church
office. We will need music leaders, crew leaders, station leaders, game leaders, kitchen helpers, and many youth
helpers. Can’t wait to share God with our community of children here in West Plains. 

VBS is for all children 4 years old  through 6th grade. You may register your child by filling out a form and placing it in
the box in the lobby or you can fill out a form online at the church website. Come to Rain Forest Falls and explore the
Character of God!! 

Crystal Houston
Director of Friendship Circle Ministries/
Director of Children’s Ministries



COUNCIL'S
CORNER

Board Updates: Faith, Fellowship, and Growth at First UMC WP

Dear Church Family,

Our Church Board met on May 11, 2026, to review how God is moving in our congregation and to plan for the
future. Every decision we make is guided by our mission: To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. This year, we are specifically focusing on fostering friendships through sharing our
story and serving side by side.

Here are the key celebrations, financial updates, and strategic plans from our latest meeting.

🎉 Ministry Celebrations

God is doing incredible work through our ministries! Here is what we are celebrating this month:

Serve Day Success: Around 100 volunteers showed up to serve our community. A highlight was our youth
group bringing church directly to Erica Humphreys at her home since she has been unable to attend in
person.
God’s Crew: This group is thriving, averaging 20 to 25 attendees for crafts and games.
Youth Ministry: The youth group had 20 students attend last week, including 3 brand-new faces!
Card Ministry: Donna Cook has been blessing many with her beautiful, handmade decorative cards. Visitors
Kevin and Jim Weathers shared how much these cards and phone calls mean to them.
Pastor Appreciation: Pastor Sean and his family have already enjoyed three fun trips to Silver Dollar City
using the season passes the congregation gifted them!

📈 Financial Blessing

We are incredibly grateful for your continued generosity. Our tithes and offerings show a beautiful picture of
growth and stewardship:

2025 (Jan 1 – Apr 30): $133,461
2026 (Jan 1 – Apr 30): $181,670

🛠️ Campus & Security Improvements

Thanks to ongoing grant projects, we are making great progress on upgrading our facilities:

Lighting: The new exterior lighting is complete! Drive by at night to see the bright difference.
Security Doors: Installation on the second floor (to the right of the elevator) will be finished in about three
weeks. This will greatly enhance security for our daycare.
Security Cameras: We are currently securing three bids to get a new camera system underway.
Facilities Care: The board is looking into renting a floor scrubber quarterly for the Christian Life Center (CLC)
floors and will have the foyer rugs professionally cleaned.



Shaun Duggins- Church Council Chair 2026
Wanda Byrd – Secretary - UMW Representative
Lay Leader-
Finance Team: Melody Martin, Nancy Davidson
Trustees Team: Greg Weeks, Scott Womack, Amanda Rutledge
Staff Parrish: John Ackerson, Mallory Snodgras, Carol Powell
Youth Representatives: Drew Bauer, Ella Orr

🚀 Vision & Leadership Shifts

As we look ahead, we are streamlining our leadership structure to ensure our ministries remain mission-driven:

New Coordinator: Geoff Posegate has stepped into the role of Age Level Ministry Coordinator. He will
oversee the new "Age Level Ministries Team" comprised of leaders from Friendship Circle, Kids ministry,
youth ministry, adult learning ministry and God's Crew. This team will work together to align the objectives
of their teams to march together in the same direction as the larger church vision. 
Community Outreach: To better understand our neighbors, leadership will conduct five interviews with
community leaders and unchurched individuals by July.

Thank you for your prayers, your service, and your financial support as we serve side by side!

In Christ,

The First UMC WP Board



FUMC West Plains High School Youth Ministry

High School Youth Ministry concluded our school year on May 10th. Our last couple of weeks were spent
reflecting in the prayer garden and a scavenger hunt. Thanks to all that were willing to serve supper!

Upcoming Summer Events:

River Float Trip, Lake Trip, Lock-In and Concert 

Special thanks to Joy Ross, Joanna Patillo, Bryan Moore,
and John Ames for leading this group!

God Bless,
John Ackerson - “Interim” Youth Director

LOVE Boldly, SERVE Joyfully and LEAD Courageously!

We were SO honored to recognize, congratulate and pray over our 7 graduating High School seniors at our
May 3  services! We wish Caleb, Eleanor, Drew, Vessi, Ella, Lucy and Kirsten the best and look forward to
seeing their future impacts! Ella was an inspirational speaker at the Community Baccalaureate Service held
on May 6 ! Vessi Mortensen completed a beautiful mural in our Youth room that you should go see!

rd

th





Librarian 

Methodist Women

Treasurer

Administrative Council Chair

Columbarium Committee

STAFF & LEADERS

Contact Information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com
503 West Main    West Plains, Mo 65775

Falana Boze
Office Manager

Shaun Duggins

Janice Bowden

Donna Cook

Wanda Byrd

Amy Murphy

Sean McIntyre
Lead Pastor
sean@fumcwestplains.com falana@fumcwestplains.com

Director of Friendship
Circle Ministries / Children’s
Ministries 
crystal@fumcwestplains.com

Crystal Houston

.
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