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It’s hard to believe but we are halfway through the year 2022.  It’s also
hard to believe that after six years in ministry here at FUMC, Scotty Wall
has moved on to another ministry setting as the Campus Chaplain at
Central Methodist University in Fayette, which is just outside of Columbia.  
I firmly believe that God will do great things through Scotty on that
campus and in the lives of the college students there.

That being said, it’s time to move forward here at FUMC.  And I firmly
believe that God is moving is great and powerful ways here.  Bambi and
Lori are now full time staff with us and I know that God is going to move
in great ways through their ministry here.

I have had extensive conversations with both Bambi and Lori and know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that God has called them into ministry here
at our church.  Lori as the Director of Family Ministries and Bambi taking
on the role that Scotty had during his time with us. 
 

I am extremely excited about what is happening here and can’t wait to see
how God is going to move in our midst as Bambi and Lori grow in their
ministries.

I’m also excited that this month, we get to co-host VBS with First
Christian Church.   Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we haven’t hosted
VBS since 2019.  There is excitement in the air as we prepare for VBS in
a couple of weeks.

There are still places for you to serve, so I would encourage you to talk
with Lori about that.  Also, if you haven’t done so already, there is still time
to get your children or grandchildren, or neighbor children registered to
attend our Rocky Railway VBS.

My friends, I know it’s a difficult time for a lot of people. The economy is
struggling. Gas prices have fallen a bit but continue to be higher than they
ever have been. Political division seems to be as bad as it ever has been.
The war in Ukraine still rages on. COVID-19 is still infecting folks.

A LETTER from Pastor Andy



Pastor Andy

But as I mentioned in my sermon on June 26th, there is still hope.  Don’t
ever call any situation hopeless, not as long as you’re a follower of Jesus
Christ.  Even with everything going on in our nation and the world, we are
never beyond hope.  

God has work for us to do.  As long as you’re breathing, God is not done
using you.  

And God is not done with First UMC – West Plains.
  

It’s time to #keepmovingforward.

Looking forward to seeing each and every one of you in church on
Sunday morning.



 

 

Daily Bible Readings for July

As we reach July, we are at the midway point of 2022 and halfway
through the Summer.  Summer is referred to as the growing season. 
 It’s also known as being the hottest and most fun season of the year.
We look forward to Summer vacation and taking trips. However,
there is more to Summer than just having fun. The Bible encourages
us to remain prudent in the Summer. Let’s learn more with these
encouraging and powerful Summer verses.

July 16 – James 1:16-17
July 17 – Psalm 136:7-9

July 18 – Proverbs 30:25
July 19 – Proverbs 10:5

July 20 – Proverbs 6:6-8
July 21 – Proverbs 26:1

July 22 – 1st Corinthians 4:12
July 23 – Proverbs 14:23
July 24 – Proverbs 28:19
July 25 – Proverbs 12:11

July 26 – Colossians 3:23-24
July 27 – Matthew 11:28-30

July 28 – Isaiah 40:29-31
July 29 – Psalm 37:3-4
July 30 – Psalm 94:19
July 31 – Psalm 23:1-6

July 1 – Psalm 74:16-17
July 2 – Genesis 1:16-18

July 3 – Isaiah 40:26
July 4 – Isaiah 42:5

July 5 – Genesis 1:1-3
July 6 – Hebrews 1:10
July 7 – Isaiah 48:12-13
July 8 – Roman 1:20
July 9 – Psalm 33:6-9

July 10 – Psalm 100:1-5
July 11 – Genesis 8:20-22
July 12 – Proverbs 17:22

July 13 – Ecclesiastes 5:18-20
July 14 – Psalm 95:1-5
July 15 – Psalm 96:7-12



Hi Guys!  So, it is official, I am no longer your Family Ministries Co-Director. Bambi
and I have taken on a few separate roles here at the church, but no worries, we will
still be sharing our office on the second floor and will continue to co-direct together
in some areas. However, I am now flying solo in the role of Director of Family
Ministries. What does that mean? Well, for one, I will be directing the Children’s
Ministries (PreK-6th grade) and working with Amy Murphy, as an Associate
Director for staff and overseeing best practices and implementation for the
development of curriculum and activities for Christian learning here at our very
own Friendship Circle Ministries. 

Family ministries cover a wide range of possibilities, but my goal will always be
trying to find ways to connect people of all ages. I will also continue to co-direct
with Bambi in the areas of small groups, missions and outreach, and
communications. If it relates to families or just people in general, I am here. Our goal
is to be accessible and to be sensitive to the needs of our church and community.
We plan to be very involved with the activities that involve our church family and
the ministries that are developed to work beyond the doors of our church. I have a
huge, no, HUGE desire to hear from those of you that have even a small nudge to
jump back in to working with children of all ages. We want to redevelop and once
again grow our children’s ministries, but we NEED YOUR HELP. Our village is the
answer to growing this ministry. We are blessed to have so many talented and
gifted individuals and teams here at FUMC. And I know that people are wanting
opportunities to get plugged in here at the church- we need you! We need your
gifts and your love of children to begin to grow. Let us know your interest or
desire, and I promise you I can find a spot for you to not only thrive, but to also do
so for the benefit of others. There is so much that can be done with your help. 

New programs have sprung up over the last year as we set into motion a 5th and
6th grade youth group. Children’s church is back for first service, and we have
added a small group High School Bible Study. We have a Sunday morning
Nursery/Preschool Bible story curriculum that is taking shape for our littles as well.
We want to continue to see these ministries thrive, but we also want to expand to
include more age groups and interests. So, thank you so much for your support,
ideas, and service as we build and grow together here at FUMC. Our office is
conveniently located on the second floor just outside the Sanctuary. Chances are
that most days, you will find both Bambi and myself with our heads together on a
project. Stop by, grab a seat, and let’s go to work together. 

-Lori



Hello Church Family! As many of you already know, I have taken on
some new responsibilities here at the church. As of July 1st, I’ve
officially transitioned out of my role as Family Ministries Co-Director
and into the role of…well…ummm…I actually still don’t have an official
title (although “Spackling” was suggested by one person ). So while I
may not know who I am, I DO know what I will be doing. I am going to
be directing the Youth Ministry program, as well as the Praise
Band/tech team. My mom and I will continue working together to
oversee Missions/Outreach, Small Groups, and Communications. With
all that being said, we are SO excited about what God is doing here at
FUMC-West Plains, and we can’t wait to see what’s next. But, we
NEED your help!  
 

There are so many ways to get involved, and we want to help you get
plugged in to the area you feel led. If you’d like to get more involved
with the ministries inside the church, we have some fantastic Sunday
School classes (that would welcome participants AND teachers),
hospitality opportunities, several music ministries, our tech team, and a
ton of other things I’m forgetting to list. And if your desire is to move
beyond our walls and serve outside of the church, we have our
established missions teams, as well as a few new opportunities we will
be beginning this fall. All you have to do is let us know you’re
interested, and we will get you connected with the right person. I’m so
excited to join with each and every one of you as we work together to
“make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

FOLLOW US: 
Instagram @nrgyth

Facebook Page:  NRGYTH
Facebook Group: 

NRGYTH – student ministry at FUMC West Plains 

a note from Bambia note from Bambi

-Bambi



VBS Volunteers needed!

United Methodist Men

If you'd like to get involved, please sign up in the lobby.

Tuesday Mornings
Fellowship Hall    6:30 a.m.



July 17th-20th
 

6:00 P.M. to 8:30 p.m.
(Special Needs Adults & 

Kids Preschool - 5th Grade)

YOU'RE INVITED

July 18th-21st
 

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon
(Preschool - 5th Grade)

First Christian Church & First United Methodist Church-West PlainsFirst Christian Church & First United Methodist Church-West Plains

Tuesday, July 26, 2022

11:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m.



Every Tuesday:
6:30 am Men's Group in Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Prayer Group in Koinonia Rm 210

Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Bible Study 

July 15th:
Cardinal's Baseball - Springfield

Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center

9:45 am Sunday School./Small Groups

11:00 am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:00 pm  Youth Small Groups (7-12th grades)
              Room 211                

July 17-21st:
Rock Railway VBS

July 4th:
Independence Day - Church Office Closed

Important dates for your calendar

July 12th:
UMW Monthly Meeting - Fellowship Hall 9am

June 5
Attendance: 170

Gifts: $11,100.49

&
June 12

Attendance: 180 

Gifts:  $6,055.00

June 26
Attendance: 156

Gifts: $7,498.00

July 11th:
Church Council Meeting - Fellowship Hall 5:30pm

  Gifts    numbers
June 19

Attendance: 165

Gifts:  $13,734.00

July 26th:
Red Cross Blood Drive - Fellowship Hall 11-4



Everyone is welcome

Tuesday July 12, 2022 
Fellowship Hall - 9am

 

This month UMW
will be helping with
VBS preparations.

 

 Please come help 
us get crafts ready

for the kids.

1
11

Step

3
Step

4
Step

Text Connect to 417-204-6234
Click on the link

in the return

text and you will

be taken to the

contact page.

2
Step

Enter your contact information in
the form and press "Submit."

That's it! Now
you're opted in to
receive email
and/or text
communications
from the church.

Opting in to Text inOpting in to Text in
ChurchChurch



Our church website has been
updated!

 
- From the homepage you can see:  sermon notes, daily scripture
readings, prayer concerns and much more.  

- Watch the latest sermon and read the most recent Newsletter.

- See the church calendar to keep up with the upcoming events.

 
If you have updates, information to be added,

corrections or suggestions for the website,
email: bambi@fumcwestplains.com

www.fumcwestplains.com



STAFF       LEADERS &
ANDY LAMBEL
LEAD PASTOR

ANDY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Administrative Council Chair

columbarium committee

financial secretary

lay leader

librarian 

methodist men

methodist women

safe Gatherings

treasurer

contact information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com

503 west main West pLains, MO 65775

DEBBIE STAUFFER
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

DEBBIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Falana boze
ADMIN ASSISTANT

FALANA@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

AMY MURPHY
Church finance

friendship circle daycare

friendship circle preschool

AMY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Lori wheeler

Bambi Wheeler
students/music

technology/small groups

bambi@fumcwestplains.com

 

Shaun duggins

Helen Atkinson & Janice Bowden

jodie ficken

rob stauffer

donna cook

Len Campo

sue risner

amy murphy & Tara Orr

Amy Murphy

director of family ministries

Lori@fumcwestplains.com


