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✨ When You Enter a New Place, You’re Given Two Options

1️⃣ Assimilate

2️⃣ Separate

Whether it’s a new school, a new job, a new phase of life, or a new faith community, the world whispers
(sometimes shouts): “Become like us… or pull away from us.”

And if we’re honest, sometimes we are the ones choosing one of those unhealthy options .The world is
monetizing distrust. Disunity is trending. And yes—our church has felt this tension in recent memory.

✨ Advent Reminds Us That God Chose a Third Way

In Jesus’ birth, God answered the world’s demands with a simple, holy “Neither.”

             -Jesus was fully God, yet refused to assimilate to the world’s definition of power.
             -And despite humanity’s best efforts, God refused to separate Himself from us.
             -Instead, God moved in next door and made His home among us. 🕯️

This is the countercultural heartbeat of Advent.

✨ Looking Toward 2026: A New Birth of Unity

As we anticipate the joy of Christ’s coming, I’m also anticipating the new birth God is preparing for our
church.

In 2026, we will join Jesus in rejecting the world’s false choices of assimilation or separation. 
Instead, our church will embrace unity—a unity grounded not in sameness, but in grace, 
friendship, and story.

When the world pressures us toward division through workplaces, community groups, politics and social
identities …the Spirit empowers us to choose another way. 
A way where friendship crosses lines.
A way where grace builds bridges.
A way where unity becomes our witness. 🤝✨

✨ Our 2026 Focus: Fostering Friendship

And we’ll do it through two powerful initiatives:

🤝 1. Serving Side by Side

We join together in our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
When the mission stays central, love holds us together.



📖 2. Sharing Our Story

We will tell and hear stories of how the same God is at work in each of us—powerfully, but uniquely.
Your story encourages mine.
My story strengthens yours.
Together, they reveal how God is drawing us into deeper relationship.

✨ A Personal Invitation

I hope you will join this movement of the Spirit.
Serve with us.
Share with us.
Walk into the future of FUMC with us.

I can’t wait to see what God does through this church—through you—this coming year.

✨ Celebrate the Season — Experience Advent With Us!

🎶 Sunday, December 7 – ONE Worship Service at 10 AM for the Christmas Cantata
📚 Advent Classes – Tuesdays (Dec 2, 9, 16, 23) at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall
👧🧒 Kids’ Advent class at the same time!
🕯️ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services – 5 PM & 7 PM in the Sanctuary

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
— Sean

FIRST UMC
ADVENT STUDY

Tuesdays, Dec. 2–23 | 6–7 PM
503 W Main St.

Adult Study: “Advent” by Dr. Derwin Gray
  Kids Classes:
                   • Ages 0–5
                   • Kindergarten–5th Grade



A musical reflection on the miracle of Christmas

Join us for a Christmas Cantata 

Combined service
in the sanctuary

Please invite a friend!

“This Child Shall Be Our Peace”

December 7 • 10:00 am

Potluck to follow in the CLC

December Community Assistance project

Non Perishable food collection bins will
be in the FUMC church lobby

FOOD
DRIVE

Thank you to everyone that has
helped and donated to this project



F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

Chri s tmas  Eve  Worsh i p

C a n d l e l i g h t
S e r v i c e5 0 3  W  M a i n  S t . 5  a n d  7  P M

( c h i l d c a r e  a t  b o t h  s e r v i c e s )

In Loving Memory
Deana Gleghorn

John & Kim Woodworth
Charles Tom

William Pollard
Jane Kramer

Ted Bunch
Richard & Helen Atkinson

Barbara Alsup



Friendship Circle Child Care and Preschool 

Our Child Care children will have these themes for December: The Polar Express, Christmas Around the
World, Christmas, and New Years. We will continue daily lessons in alphabet, color, shapes, and number
recognition. The children will be learning bible stories from Psalms and Ecclesiastes as well as Stories about
Job and the Birth of Jesus. 

Our Preschool Children will be learning about all things Christmas. All preschool classes will have a
Christmas Program on December 18th. 

Thank you to the UMW for helping to send Operation Christmas Child boxes around the World. Also a very
special Thank You to the UMW for providing us with tablets so we can better serve the families of Friendship
Circle. 

Children’s Ministry 

During December, our nursery and preschool children, we will be learning the story of Jesus’ Birth. Our
theme is Christmas Shapes: God gave us Jesus. 

Our elementary children Celebrate the Good News of Jesus’ Birth. During our Sunday School, we will be
learning about Christmas Gifts. 

As the holidays approach, please remember these special opportunities that are available through our
Children’s Ministry. 

Children’s Christmas Nativity Service December 21st at 6pm. Practice began on November 23rd at 6pm and
each Sunday evening until the performance. There are several speaking parts for our school age friends and
support roles for our preschool friends. Nativity Services are great for sharing the story of Jesus with our
community. If you know a child interested in participating, please see Crystal in the office. All children are
welcome. It’s never too late to join us.
 . 



PRACTICES ON SUNDAY
NIGHTS IN CLC

6 PM 
Start Time

Christmas
NATIVITY

 
We will need a few adults to assist Crystal with the Nativity play. We need a person to play a few songs,
several people to help with managing children during the performance, and several people to serve
refreshments at the end of the performance. We will also need donations of homemade decorated cookies
and drinks. If you are interested in helping, please let Crystal know. 

Children Advent Class will begin Tuesday, December 2nd. Children will take an Advent Adventure to see
what it was like to anticipate the arrival of the most important person in the history of the world. We will
celebrate Advent through lessons, crafts, and service projects for the homeless and lonely in our community.
We will also have a Celebration to express our JOY at Jesus’ Coming. If you would like to help with Children
Advent classes, please let Crystal know. Contact the church office if you want to sign up for the Advent
classes. We will be collecting new adult socks, washcloths, winter hats, bars of soap, toothbrushes, small
package of facial tissue, and individual toothpaste for our service project for the homeless. Please bring
these items to the church office. 

BEGINNING
NOV.  23RD

IF YOUR CHILD IS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING PLEASE CONTACT
CRYSTAL HOUSTON IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.

ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME. 
ROLES FOR KIDS STARTING AT PRESCHOOL THROUGH 4  GRADETH

C H U R C H  O F F I C E  4 1 7 - 2 5 6 - 6 1 6 7

OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY PRESENTS A CHRISTMAS NATIVITY
SERVICE AT FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.

SUNDAY,  DEC 21 ,  6  P .M.





COUNCIL'S
CORNER

Greetings Church Family,

The seasons are changing. The shorter daylight and cooler temperatures are on the way. I look forward to
this time of year for so many reasons, but paramount is the dramatic event that happened over 2,000 years
ago. Who would have thought that the creator of the universe would choose to come into his creation as a
peasant child? But that is exactly what Jesus did. As we begin this Advent season lets experience again this
amazing, awesome act that God has done for us.

This month your Church Council began developing our budget for 2026. The past couple years have been a
time of lean budgets in the face of rising costs. This year’s budget is heavily focused on our ministerial
emphasis points. You should have received a letter from Pastor Sean last month outlining our ministries of
2026. If you have not received your letter, please contact the church office for a copy. Along with Pastor
Sean’s letter was a pledge card for you to prayerfully consider what you can give back to God to support the
ministries of your church. Please return this card to the church by December 15.

As I mentioned last month, Friendship Circle Preschool and Day Care are the largest ministries of our
church, and that ministry was reviewed by a consultant last month. The consultant was complementary of
our staff and facilities, and has offered some suggestions to improve this excellent ministry. Crystal Houston
has already implemented some of those recommendations, and you will see more changes over the next
year. An immediate change you will notice is a rebranding of the name to simply “Friendship Circle
Preschool”. This more accurately reflects the educational programs Crystal has implemented for all ages.

As always, your Church Council meetings are open to all who are interested. If you have an item you would
like the Council to discuss, please notify the church office at least one week before our meeting. If you
would like to attend a meeting, please join us on the second Monday of each month in the Fellowship Hall
at 5:30 pm. We remain a church family whose desire is to “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World”. See you in church.

Blessings, Bob Legler – Church Council Chair
Wanda Byrd – Secretary - UMW Representative
Lay Leader-
Finance Team: Melody Martin, Nick Schultz
Trustees Team: Greg Weeks, Scott Womack, Amanda Rutledge
Staff Parrish: Shaun Duggins (Vice Chair), John Ackerson, Mallory Snodgras, Carol Powell
Youth Representatives: Drew Bauer, Ella Orr



United Methodist Women

Thanks to your generous response to the Bakeless Bake Sale
this year, UMW raised over $6000.00 to be used in ministries
within our church and the local community.  We are touching

the lives of many women, youth and children in our area.

Tuesday December 9, 2025      
9:00a.m. Fellowship Hall

Everyone is welcome!

This month we will be making lunch
to deliver to Samaritan Outreach.
Please join us in this community

outreach project!

  



                              FUMC West Plains High School Youth Ministry

High School Youth Ministry meets on Sunday nights from 5:30-7:30. Each night
includes supper, games and a lesson. We thank those who have been gracious 
enough to serve a meal for our Youth group! This allows volunteers to interact
with our amazing Youth group! Attendance is increasing because youth are 
inviting friends, creating disciples and helping spread God’s word through their 
testimonies.

LOVE Boldly, SERVE Joyfully and LEAD Courageously!

We have had a great month, highlighted by our “Friendsgiving” night where 
we had a full meal and great fellowship. Each Youth read a scripture verse about
being thankful. Special thanks to Jerris Armstrong, Wanda Byrd and parents!

Several Youth and church volunteers assisted the local food commodity with serving over 500
Thanksgiving meals to our community on November 25th! Volunteered but not pictured (Ellen Bivens,
IC Bivens, Jacob Ackerson and Evan Ackerson)

Special Upcoming Events:
December 7th – Youth Christmas Party
January 1-3 – PASSION Conference in Texas
 
Special thanks to Joy Ross, Joanna Patillo,
Bryan Moore and Ellen Bivens for supporting
this Youth Ministry!

God Bless,
John Ackerson - “Interim” Youth Director



Gifts 
& 

Numbers

Every Monday:
6:30 am Men's Group - Fellowship Hall
2nd Monday of the month, will meet at
Ozark Cafe for breakfast

Every Sunday:
8:30am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center
          

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:30-7:30pm Youth Group
             Christian Life Center

Every Wednesday: 
5:30-6:30pm God’s Crew 

6-7pm Handbell Practice

7-8pm Choir Practice
                  

Important dates for your calendar

November 2   nd

Attendance: 160
Gifts:  $2,599.83

November 16    th

Attendance: 147
Gifts:  $ 26,074.35

November 30  th

Attendance: 148
Gifts:  $5,249.00

November 9  th

Attendance: 141
Gifts:  $3,840.76

December 2   nd

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

December 7  th

Christmas Cantata - Sanctuary, 10am
potluck to follow in CLC

December 16   th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

**Currently we need $8,308.00 per week to meet our 2025 budget**

December 9  th

UMW - Fellowship Hall, 9am

December 2   nd

Advent Class begins - Fellowship Hall, 6pm

December 18  th

Friendship Circle Preschool Christmas Program -
Sanctuary, 5:30 & 7:00pm

December 24   th

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 
Sanctuary, 5:00 & 7:00pm

December 24, 25 & 26    th

Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday

Attendance: 145
Gifts:  $ 5,185.88

November 23  rd





Librarian 

Methodist Women

Treasurer

Administrative Council Chair

Columbarium Committee

STAFF & LEADERS

Contact Information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com
503 West Main    West Plains, Mo 65775

Falana Boze
Office Manager

Bob Legler

Janice Bowden

Donna Cook

Wanda Byrd

Amy Murphy

Sean McIntyre
Lead Pastor
sean@fumcwestplains.com falana@fumcwestplains.com

Director of Friendship
Circle Ministries / Children’s
Ministries 
crystal@fumcwestplains.com

Crystal Houston

.


