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🏡 Found Family

There are some things you don’t realize you’re looking for until you find them.

For some people, it’s a favorite restaurant.

For others, it’s a hometown.

For me, one of those things has always been a group of people where you don’t have to pretend.

People who know your story.

People who celebrate your victories.

People who notice when you’re missing.

People who help carry your burdens before you even ask.

In other words…

A family.

❤️ More Than a Place to Attend

One of my favorite descriptions of the early church is that they didn’t simply gather together.

They belonged to one another.

They prayed together.

They shared meals together.

They celebrated together.

They grieved together.

Their unity wasn’t built on having the same background, the same opinions, or even the same personalities.

It was built on Jesus.

🌱 Becoming a Found Family

Over the past several months, we’ve talked a great deal about fostering friendship, serving side by side, 

and sharing our stories.

Those aren’t separate initiatives.

They’re the way a church becomes a family.

Friendship turns strangers into neighbors.

Serving turns neighbors into teammates.

Sharing our stories reminds us that the same faithful God is writing every one of our lives—even if each
 

story looks different.

Little by little, God weaves us together into something we could never become on our own.



🤝 There’s Always Room at the Table

Families grow.

They welcome new people.

They make room.

They celebrate when someone new finds their place.

That’s my prayer for First United Methodist Church.

Not simply that we would become a church people enjoy attending.

But that we would become a family people are grateful to belong to.

A place where lifelong members and first-time guests discover they are brothers and sisters because of 

the grace of Jesus Christ.

📖 Join Us This Month

This August we’ll begin a new worship series called Found Family as we explore what Scripture teaches 

about belonging, encouragement, and living as the family of God.

Whether you’ve been here for decades or you’re still wondering if this church could ever feel like home, I

hope you’ll join us.

Because I believe God is still building His family.

And I have a feeling He’s not finished adding seats around the table.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Sean

In Loving Memory
Miriam Ward

Geoff & Elaine Posegate
Richard & Helen Atkinson

Annie Noblin
Richard & Helen Atkinson





United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women

Donna Cook will present information on
resources that are available in our library

Tuesday August 11, 2026      
9:00a.m.    FUMC

Everyone Is Welcome!



Every Monday:
6:30 am Men's Group - Fellowship Hall
2nd Monday of the month, will meet at
Ozark Cafe for breakfast

Every Sunday:
8:30am Contemporary Service
             Christian Life Center
          

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00am Traditional Service
             Sanctuary - 2nd floor

5:30-7:30pm Youth Group
             Christian Life Center

Every Wednesday: 
5:30-6:30pm God’s Crew 

6-7pm Handbell Practice

7-8pm Choir Practice
                  

Important dates for your calendar

July 5   th

Attendance: 114
Gifts:  $6,113.00

July 19   th July 26   th

Attendance: 131
Gifts:  $5,293.80

July 12    th

Attendance: 150
Gifts:  $6,754.41

August 4  th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

**Currently we need $8,689.00 per week to meet our 2026 budget**

August 11  th

UMW Meeting - Fellowship Hall, 9am

Attendance: 145
Gifts:  $3,650.00

August 15  th

Volunteers needed to help hand out backpacks -
WPHS parking lot, 9-11am

August 18  th

In Stitches - Parlor, 10am

August 10  th

Church Council - Fellowship Hall, 5:30pm

August 24  th

First day of school for West Plains and most
surrounding schools

August 14  th

Volunteers needed to help with shampoo collected for
Bridges - FUMC, 9am

Volunteers needed to help fill backpacks - WPHS, 1pm

Gifts 
& 

Numbers



Friendship Circle Child Care and Preschool 

Our Summer Camp children will have the following themes for August: Water Week and Western Week. These two
weeks will finish up our Summer Camp Program. On August 17th, we will begin our School Year. Our first two weeks
of Preschool we will have the Themes: Back to School and All about ME. The children will be learning bible stories
about the Lost Sheep, God takes care of Me, and Creation. Our special event this month will be a Water Day, a  Hoe
Down to end our Summer Camp, and the 1st Day of Preschool August 17th. We will also have Parent’s Orientation on
August 13th at 6pm. We still have a few spots open so if you have a little one, please call today about availability. 

Children’s Ministry 

During August, our Nursery/ Preschoolers will be learning about The Forgiving Father. Our Elementary Children  will
be learning about The Fruit of the Spirit during Children’s Church. During Sunday School, we will continue learning
about Abraham and Sarah. Our lessons will include a Movie, Art, Cooking, Storytelling, Science, and Games.  

Vacation Bible School 2026 

Our VBS this year was wonderful. We were all blessed by the Adventurous Bible Stories, New Friends, Fun Games,
Yummy Snacks, and Great Volunteers who decorated, taught, prepared, and create an environment where children
could learn the Character of God. VBS this year served 62 children and 21 special needs adults over a two-week
period. We were blessed by our many volunteers and are so very thankful for each person that served this year. 
Our VBS Mission this year was Alive Center. Alive Center is a ministry in Pattaya, Thailand. The ministry provided
Christian education, meals, Soccer, and food packages for some of the poorest children living in the slums of Pattaya.
This year we were able to raise $435. The money will provide 50 families with a monthly food package. Thank you to
all who donated. 

Crystal Houston
Director of Friendship Circle Ministries/
Director of Children’s Ministries



MissionMomentMomentMoment
New Ramp for post hip surgery patient





Librarian 

Methodist Women

Treasurer

Administrative Council Chair

Columbarium Committee

STAFF & LEADERS

Contact Information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com
503 West Main    West Plains, Mo 65775

Falana Boze
Office Manager

Shaun Duggins

Janice Bowden

Donna Cook

Wanda Byrd

Amy Murphy

Sean McIntyre
Lead Pastor
sean@fumcwestplains.com falana@fumcwestplains.com

Director of Friendship
Circle Ministries / Children’s
Ministries 
crystal@fumcwestplains.com

Crystal Houston

.
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