
"In the bulb there is a flower;
In the seed, an apple tree;

In cocoons, a hidden promise:
Butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter
There’s a spring that waits to be,

Unrevealed until its season,
Something God alone can see."

T H E  M E S S E N G E R
A P R I L  N E W S L E T T E R
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Well, spring has sprung and I for one am ready for it. I love this time of year when we can look outside and
see the handiwork of God. The flowers are blooming. The leaves start appearing on trees. The grass turns
green and starts growing, (which also means it’s time to get the lawnmowers out of the shed). You can hear
the birds singing and watch the squirrels playing around. And we celebrate the empty tomb and sing praises
to the Risen Christ. Spring is a reminder that God is making all things new.  

Revelation 21:5 says, “And the one sitting on the throne said, ‘Lo, I am making all things new.’”

Isaiah 43:18-19 says, “But forget about all that – it is nothing compared to what I am going to do. For I am
about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through
the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.”

Easter is coming up. It’s right around the corner – April 4th. One year ago, we were planning our Easter
service which would have no in person attendance. Do you remember that? I remember it vividly. I had
never been put in a position where I would preach to nothing but a camera on Easter Sunday. And I’m sure
you have never been put in the position where you had to watch your church Easter service on a screen.
But this year is going to be different. We WILL gather in person for Easter! I am very excited about that! We
will still be doing some things to keep folks safe during our Easter services. We will have three Easter
services – 8:30 and 9:45 contemporary services, and 11:00 traditional service. You are invited to
attend the service time you feel most comfortable attending.

I also need to tell you about the locations of the Easter services. All three services will be in the
Christian Life Center. I know we wanted to open the sanctuary on Easter. I too was excited about the
thought of having our Easter service in the sanctuary. It would have been really impactful to have our first
worship gathering in the sanctuary in over a year in the sanctuary with the beautifully renovated stained
glass windows, but unfortunately that will not be able to happen. There is still a lot of work to be done as
well as the replacing of a few radiators which won’t get delivered to us until after Easter.  

My friends, I am as anxious as you are to start worshipping back in our beautiful sanctuary and when we
do, we will celebrate. Please continue to be patient and show grace to the workers as they are doing their
absolute best to make sure the sanctuary is put back together better than ever.  

A little about Alpha. We are just over halfway through with this first Alpha experience and it is going
GREAT. We have a little over 50 folks who gather every Sunday night to talk about faith. It is absolutely a
wonderful thing to hear the conversations taking place around the tables during the meal, when they have
fellowship and develop relationships with each other, and after the video when they talk about their faith
with one another. Lives are being transformed and not just those who may not be a part of the church, but
also those who are and have been part of the church for many years. We have our next Alpha experience
scheduled to begin on September 12 and it will run through November 21. Allow me to cordially invite you to
get involved in our Fall Alpha. Your life will be transformed.

It’s a joy to serve as the Lead Pastor of First Church – West Plains and I am excited about what God is
doing in and through us right now. I am excited to see how God is going to work in and through us in the
future. God wants to do amazing things in and through us. Let’s ask God to perplex us as He does
unpredictable, uncontrollable things in our midst.

                                                       Pastor Andy

A LETTER from Pastor Andy



April 1 Psalm 4:1-8 

April 2 Psalm 5:1-12  

April 3 Psalm 39:12-13  

April 4 Psalm 69:1-2 

April 5 Psalm 69:13-18 

April 6 Psalm 143:1-6 

April 7 Psalm 143:7-12 

April 8 Psalm 55:16-23 

April 9 Psalm 67:1-7 

April 10 Psalm 61:1-8 

April 11 Psalm 17:1-9  

April 12 Psalm 28:1-9 

April 13 Psalm 51:1-9 

April 14 Psalm 51:10-19 

April 15 Psalm 31:1-5 

Holy WeekHoly WeekHoly Week
Daily DevotionalsDaily DevotionalsDaily Devotionals

Let’s take the opportunity, as a church, to pray

through the book of Psalms in April. The following

are selected reading from the Psalms for each day

of April. The challenge is that we not only read the
text each day, but that we pray it each day. Make

this your daily prayer time with God. Read the text,

pray the text, journal if that’s what you do, but let’s

make this a concerted effort as a church body 

to pray through the Psalms in April.

April 16 Psalm 141:1-10 

April 17 Psalm 116:1-7 

April 18 Psalm 77:1-12 

April 19 Psalm 18:1-6 

April 20 Psalm 102:1-14 

April 21 Psalm 130:1-8 

April 22 Psalm 54:1-7 

April 23 Psalm 84:1-12 

April 24 Psalm 64:1-10 

April 25 Psalm 88:1-9 

April 26 Psalm 86:1-10 

April 27 Psalm 86:11-17 

April 28 Psalm 119:145-149 

April 29 Psalm 6:1-10 

April 30 Psalm 142:1-7 

Sunday, March 28 - Saturday, April 3
On App OR Paper Copies in Church Lobby

APRIL BIBLE READING PLAN



Watch Youtube or fB: Pastor Andy
livestream reflection

Communion cups can be picked up at church, 
or you can provide your own elements.

Stay in the know at FUMC!

7 pm

Go to the app store on your phone, iPad or tablet. 
Search for "Church Scribe" in the app store.

Once the app has downloaded to your device, type "first" in the search bar and
look for "First United Methodist Church- West Plains" within the app.

Once you find FUMC, click on it and it will take you to our online bulletin. 

Be sure to allow notifications so you know when the app has updated with
announcements.
Every Sunday please take attendance by clicking the picture that says 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

"take attendance here". 

  7. You can leave prayer requests,  follow sermon notes, bible reading plans, 
upcoming events and much more!



First UnitedFirst United
Methodist ChurchMethodist Church

CELEBRATING EASTERCELEBRATING EASTER  

   
8:30 Modern8:30 Modern8:30 Modern

9:45 Modern9:45 Modern9:45 Modern

11:00 Traditional11:00 Traditional11:00 Traditional

Sunday, April 4th 



Hello to all! We had our ski trip March 13th-19th and what a trip is was! We had some terrible luck
as our transmission went out in Limon, CO. We also had an incredible blizzard that closed
highways for days. But, despite it taking two extra days to get there we were able to have an
incredible ski trip. The adult leaders that were with us helped in a huge way. The students didn’t
complain, even though we had two unexpected days in motels and truck stops. I cannot say
enough about the leaders and the students. What was also amazing was how we were helped by
two truck drivers, highway patrol, sheriffs, local police, churches in two different towns. Honestly,
the goodness of people was shown in an amazing way! The devotions led by the students were
insightful and thought provoking. The skiing was incredible once we arrived and hit the slopes! I
know the students and adult leaders’ lives were changed. Even the parents back home were
amazing. I know my life was changed. Thank you so much for helping us and making an impact in
the lives of 23 people that attended. Your support will make all of us better.  

Here are some things Coming Up:

April 7th – Confirmation introduction meeting at 8pm 

            in Fellowship Hall (parents/mentors/mentees)

April 11th – Confirmation begins 11am-1pm in Green room 

May 16th – High School Senior Blessing / during our Sunday Services

May 26th – Last night for NRG YTH

Summer Hang Outs - High School June 16th and July 21st 

                                   Middle School June 30th and August 11th 

Confirmation will begin the Sunday after Easter, April 11th. This involves mentors, parents, middle
school students and much more. Keep this in mind for a way to get involved this spring.  We will
have a parent/mentor/mentee meeting April 7th in the Fellowship Hall at 8 p.m.
  
If you are interested, or you know someone interested in our Summer Jamaica Mission trip I need
to know. We do not know for sure if this will be a possibility, but I need to know if there is any
interest.

Please follow us:  Instagram at nrgyth ~ Facebook page NRGYTH
                             Facebook group NRGYTH – student ministry at FUMC West Plains 

We are so grateful for your support of NRG YTH both and financially and spiritually.  
We are doing all we can to empower students to eNgage, Reflect and Grow IN Christ and WITH
others.

                            Scotty Wall

A LETTER from Pastor SCOTTY



Announcements         updates       &  

Registration
NOW OPEN!

8 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11 a.m.

FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE

PRESCHOOL

Mile 6- Triumph
Mile 7- Reunion

EASTER
Services

CONFIRMATION
 

Starts April 11
for 6th gd. & older

 

See Scotty 

March 30
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

@ FUMC

Next 
Sermon 
Series 

Nick & Lucy
Della Valle

April 11



ATTENTION GRADUATES

Completed applications 
along with official transcripts are 
due by May 3 to the church office.

For more info, call
Janice Bowden

417-256-6982

 

Scholarship applications 
for FUMC high school seniors 

& first time college students (under age 21) 
are now available in church office for 2021-22!

March

Memorials:

$35

 

In Memory Of:

Jeannie Johnson

 

Gifts        numbers  &  
March 7

March 14 March 28

March 21

Attendance:  193

Gifts:  $21,338.18

Attendance:  155

Gifts:  $5,464.00

Attendance:  178

Gifts:  $6,165.00

Attendance:  176

Gifts:$5,402.00 

SENIORS:  You will be honored on 

Sunday, May 16 during worship.  Be sure to

email scotty@fumcwestplains.com



Important dates for your calendar
Every Sunday:
8:30 am Contemporary Service
9:45 am Sunday School & Small Groups
11:00 am Traditional Service
6:00 pm Alpha
Every Tuesday:
6:00 am Men's Group @ Fellowship Hall
6:00 am Women's Group @ Koinania Rm
Every Wednesday:
6:00 pm Praise & Worship 
6:30 pm NRG YTH 

April 4th:
EASTER SERVICES at 8:30. 9:45 & 11:00

March 28th:
- Palm Sunday- Children meet in back of church
for palm waving at start of worship
- 3rd & 4th Grade Students Receive Bibles
- Begin Holy Week Daily Devotionals
- Women's Conf. "Walk Worthy" $40 Last Call 
April 1st:
Maundy Thursday Livestream at 7 pm

south central Women's ministry conference

FUMC will be buying group tickets and taking the church van together.
Please leave your $40, Name, phone number and email address
For Debbie Stauffer at the church office by Sunday, March 28th.

 

Keynote Speakers:  
 Sara Forhetz, Sheila Walsh 

& Shelene Bryan 
 

Friday, April 23
6:30 to 9:30 pm

sat., April 24
9 am to 4 pm

Interdenominational Women's Conference
Mountain View, MO | April 23-24

Walk Worthy:Walk Worthy:Walk Worthy:      
Rooted in the WordRooted in the WordRooted in the Word

April 11th:
Nick & Lucy Dalla Valle: Fishes & the Loaves
11:00 am Confirmation Begins

April 7th:
Confirmation with Parents & Mentors at 8 pm



MUSIC 
                      FOR 

                     YOUR 
SOUL

 

Micheal W. Smith – 
“Amaken: The Surrounded Experience

(Live)”
 

LoFi Vineyard – 
“Chill Worship Beats to Focus and Relax”

 
Gaither Vocal Band – 
“That’s Gospel, Brother”

 

- For students 6th Gd. and Older

- Starts Sunday, April 11th @ 11 
 

- Mentors Needed
 

- Contact Scotty to Sign-up,
if interested in being a mentor, 
or for more information.

- Parent, Mentor & Mentee 
meeting Wed., April  7th @ 8 p.m.

The position requires interaction with patients

and ordering their medication from the

pharmaceutical companies. 

For more information, Contact Len Campo at

293-3303 or 256-9722.

PM:  July 11-14
 

6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

      (Special Needs Adults & 

      Kids Preschool - 5th Gd.)

AM:  July 12-15
 

8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon

(Preschool - 5th Grade)

Where are our volunteers?!?!?
Please Sign-up on the App ASAP

or email: laurie@fumcwestplains.com 

Tuesday, March 30

at FUMC

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 

Masks Required

Antiboties Tested
 

Sign-up at

www.redcross.org

West Plains 
Christian Clinic:

Volunteer Position 

VBS 2021

CONFIRMATION

HEY KIDS!!!
 

Presentation of Bibles to 
3rd AND 4th Grade Students

At Both Services
AND

Procession of Palms
 

THIS SUNDAY



STAFF       LEADERS &
ANDY LAMBEL
LEAD PASTOR

ANDY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Administrative Council Chair

columbarium committee

custodial & Maintenance

financial secretary

lay leader

librarian 

methodist men

methodist women

safe sanctuary

treasurer

contact information
417-256-6167   www.fumcwestplains.com

503 west main West pLains, MO 65775

DEBBIE STAUFFER
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

DEBBIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

Falana boze
ADMIN ASSISTANT

FALANA@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

AMY MURPHY
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

AMY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

LAURIE WALL
CHILDRENS coordinator

LAURIE@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

SCOTTY WALL
ASSOCIATE PASTOR/

WORSHIP/ STUDENTS

SCOTTY@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM

 

Shaun duggins

Helen Atkins & Janice Bowden

dustin Parker

lucinda Israel

rob stauffer

donna cook

trevor macy

sue risner

amy murphy & andrea duggins

millie ball

Heather Schneider
Connections coordinator

heather@FUMCWESTPLAINS.COM


