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OUR FOCUS 
The book of Revelation is first and foremost about who God is and what He does in heaven and on 
Earth. Too many times, we get caught up in seeing Heaven and Earth separate, but in the book of 
Revelation, what happens on Earth is closely connected to what happens in heaven.  

The focus of this workbook is to help you see God more clearly in your life and the world around you. 
We will not tackle every aspect of Revelation, nor is the goal to understand every little detail. Instead, 
our focus is to see the bigger picture in the book of Revelation and allow that to lead you to a stronger 
commitment to following God for the rest of your life. Ultimately, we want you to worship God more 
passionately because of what is written in the book of Revelation.  

We highly recommend watching Shane Wood’s Revelation series on RightNow Media before you start 
this workbook. To sign up for a free account through Christ’s Church, email levi@christschurch.com.  

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES  
REVELATION IS AUTHORITATIVE  

The book of Revelation is consistent with the rest of scripture in its message and authority for our lives. 
The book of 2 Timothy tells us that “all Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.” As you read the book of Revelation, allow the Holy Spirit to teach, rebuke, correct, 
and train you in righteousness. Allow it to help you see God and the word more clearly.  

 

READ SLOWLY AND NATURALLY 

A good listener of scripture will seek to let scripture speak for itself rather than reading into our 
traditions or interpretations. The opening lines of Revelation tell us, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.” If you let scripture speak for itself, the book of Revelation becomes a 
message of encouragement and blessing for believers who are struggling to persevere in their faith.  

 

CHALLENGE YOUR ASSUMPTIONS 

It is easy to read quickly and jump to conclusions that are not present in the actual text of the Bible. The 
book of Revelation is probably one of the easiest books of the Bible to get caught up in mystery and 
endless debates. So let the end of Revelation be a strict warning to be critical of your assumptions and 
make sure that your understanding of Revelation is focused on Jesus rather than someone else’s 
interpretation. It says, “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone 
adds anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone 
takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the 
tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll”.  You might have beliefs or 
assumptions about the book of Revelation that will be challenged by this book. Remember that as you 
read the book of Revelation, it is primarily about the “who and why” and not “when and what.” If you do 
that, you may find that Revelation is not as exciting or mystical as you once thought, but you will be 
more confident in the power of God and His victory over Satan.  
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ONE MORE THING 
Before you jump into the book of Revelation, let’s review what we know to be true about who God is 
and His gospel message. If you start to get caught up in different theories about understanding 
Revelation, review this section. If we lose sight of the gospel message, we can lose sight of God.  

 

ONE GOD 

There is but one God that we worship and serve. There is one God who alone is the creator of Heaven 
and Earth (Genesis 1:1). He has existed from the beginning in a triune nature as God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All three persons of the trinity are united as one God. He is sovereign 
over all things.  

OUR PROBLEM 

Although God created us in His image to exist in a relationship with Him, we chose union with sin over 
union with Him (Genesis 2-3). As a result, sin has separated us from having a right relationship with 
God and keeps us from ever reestablishing the intimacy that was present in the garden of Eden.  

ONE PLAN 

Before God even created the world, He had a plan of redemption to bring His creation back to an 
intimate relationship with Him (Ephesians 1:5-6). When Adam and Eve chose union with sin over union 
with Him, God promised that He would bring about a Savior who would crush Satan and restore 
humanity’s right standing before God (Genesis 3:15).  

ONE SAVIOR 

From the garden of Eden, we see that God was orchestrating His redemptive plan through the family 
line of Abraham and Sarah. From them, a people group formed called the Israelites. It is from that 
nation that eventually Jesus would be born. Full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus lived and taught about God’s 
Kingdom and redemptive plans. To redeem His creation back to Himself, Jesus willingly endured the 
shame and pain of crucifixion. Through His death on the cross, Jesus took the punishment of sin that 
we deserved and bore it on our behalf. Through the cross, Jesus defeated Satan and conquered death 
so that we could have a right relationship with God again.  

ONE CHURCH 

For those who follow Jesus, they have been set apart by God to live lives focused on Him rather than 
the things of this world. Known in the New Testament as the Bride of Christ, Jesus is working to make 
the church His holy, blameless, pure, and radiant bride (Ephesians 5:25-27). Because of that, the 
church can live a new life united with Jesus with Him as our Lord and Savior.  

ONE CHOICE 

The book of Revelation makes it clear that Jesus will return and will display his victory over Satan. For 
Satan and those who do not worship the one true God, they will be thrown into the lake of fire and 
never experience union with God. However, those who choose to follow Jesus now will live eternally 
united with God. The Bride of Christ will eternally experience God’s goodness and presence as God 
establishes the new heavens and new Earth.  
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CYCLE 1 | REVELATION 1:1 – 3:22 
The book of Revelation is comprised of seven main cycles that move us toward a greater realization of 
God’s ultimate triumph and victory over Satan and death. Through the seven cycles, you see with 
greater clarity who God is, what He desires, and what our response needs to be. Ultimately, by the end 
of the seven cycles, you will see Jesus on the throne with God the Father crowned with all glory, honor, 
and praise. You will see Him rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords because he defeated Satan by His 
blood.  

The first cycle of Revelation starts by focusing on who Jesus is and His intimate relationship with His 
church. This first cycle sets the foundation for how to read and understand the rest of the book. The 
opening lines make it clear that the apostle John, one of the original 12 followers of Jesus, received 
this revelation from an angel while he was exiled to the island of Patmos. Although John may be the 
one who wrote down the revelation, the real author is God Himself. This is the message and words of 
God given to John to strengthen and encourage the churches under his care. John likely received this 
revelation around AD 95-96, near the end of the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian. During this 
time, Christian believers faced opposition both inside and outside of the church. On the inside, there 
was a threat of false teachers who were proclaiming messages contrary to the gospel message. On 
the outside, believers faced localized persecution for their Christian beliefs. Often, they were excluded 
from social events and were tempted to blend their Christian beliefs with the Roman culture.  

CHAPTER 1 

V V .  1 - 3  

• What is God’s purpose in giving this revelation to John? 

• What is the focus of John’s testimony?  

• What does it mean to be blessed? What does this first beatitude tell us? 

V V .  4 - 8  

• How does the grace and peace from God differ from the grace and peace 
offered by the Roman Empire? 

• How does the description of Jesus in v. 5 speak to Jesus’ death, 
resurrection, and ascension? 

• What does v. 6 say about our identity in Jesus?  

WHAT’S WITH ALL 
THE NUMBERS? 

In the Bible, the 
number seven 

represents 
completion, totality, or 

wholeness. The 
number four also 

represents 
completion, totality 
normally associated 

with the Earth. 
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• How is the supremacy and eternality of Jesus described in this section? How does his nature 
affect our lives? 

Daniel 7:13-14 uses the same language as Revelation 1:7 to describe Jesus. In the book of 
Daniel, Jesus is coming with the clouds and approaches the Ancient of Days (a reference to 
God the Father). Notice the movement of the “one like a son of man.” He is not coming from 
the presence of the Ancient of Days but is moving toward the Ancient of Days. Once there, the 
“one like a son of man” is given authority, glory, and sovereign power. People from all nations 
worship him, and Daniel says His Kingdom is eternal. This is the same picture we see in 
Revelation 1:7. It paints the picture that at Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:8), His Kingdom was 
being established. Jesus was ascending to glory beside the Father. For believers, we do not 
have to wait for His Kingdom to be established; it has already been established through Jesus’ 
death, resurrection, and ascension. The kingdom shapes our identity. Revelation 1:6 says 
Jesus has made us a kingdom and priests to serve God.  

We first pick up this idea of kingdom and priests from Exodus 19:3-6. God is telling the 
Israelites through Moses that if they obey His commands fully and keep His covenant, then 
they will be God’s people. They will be His treasured possession, a kingdom of priests, and a 
holy nation. Obedience is tied to their identity as a kingdom of priests. The New Testament 
carries on this same identity theme. We are living in God’s Kingdom now as a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession (1 Peter 2:9-10). In fact, at Jesus’ 
ascension, He tells the disciples that He has been given all authority in Heaven and Earth. He 
then sends the disciples out to make disciples in His Kingdom (Matthew 28:16-20). The rest of 
the book of Revelation follows this theme. We will see just how much God values and cares 
for His people, as well as the obedience and commitment required to follow Him.  

 

V V . 9 - 2 0  

• How does John relate to the listeners of this revelation in v. 9? What does 
he say about the nature of following Jesus in God’s Kingdom? 

• What was John’s response to seeing Jesus in v. 17? How does that model 
what our response should be towards God?  

• How does Jesus respond to John in v. 17? How does this show Jesus’ 
compassion and tenderness towards His disciples? 

• How does v. 18 describe Jesus? Why is that description so important for 
Christian believers to remember while in the middle of suffering?  

• Why is Jesus depicted as holding the angels of the seven churches in His 
hand and walking among the seven churches? How does this picture show 
Jesus’ intimate connection to His church? 

WHY IS JESUS 
DEPICTED 

HOLDING SEVEN 
STARS? 

The Roman Emperor 
Domitian minted a 

denarius coin depicting 
his son sitting on a 

globe with seven stars 
surrounding him. The 
inscription on the coin 
helped deify his son as 
“Divine son of Caesar.” 
It implied that Domitian 

viewed himself as a 
god.
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Revelation 1:12-16 paints a picture of Jesus that uses the same language that Daniel 7:9-10 
uses to describe the Ancient of Days. In this case, one sees that Jesus has the same 
description as God the Father. In the book of Revelation, there is no question of the 
supremacy and glorification of Jesus. As Philippians tells us, “Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” It is only because of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection that He alone is able to be called Lord and Savior. Not the 
emperor of Rome, but Jesus Christ. 

 

CHAPTER 2 – CHAPTER 3 

• What does the symbolism of “seven” churches reveal about the broader scope of Jesus’ 
message to these seven churches? What is Jesus’ primary objective for the seven churches? 

• What is the purpose of a lampstand? How does this idea of being a light bearer connect to 
Matthew 5:14-16? What does Jesus imply when He says He will remove their lampstand if they 
don’t obey His commands? 

Jesus now turns His attention to His churches in Asia Minor. He is conveying that He is deeply 
concerned with their conduct and well-being. Each message to the church shows that He knows 
each of the local churches extremely well, and He uses images from their local communities to reveal 
His truth to them. Each message follows a similar pattern of establishing Jesus’ authority. First, He 
identifies Himself with the same descriptions as is found in Revelation 1. Jesus then goes on to offer 
an assessment of each church. He provides both the positives and negatives of each church. After 
that, Jesus calls them to action and tells them what they need to do. He then closes each message 
by showing them what the consequences will be if they don’t obey and shows them what is in store 
for them if they obey. All of the promises use a picture from their everyday life to point them forward to 
the church’s victory through Jesus later in the book of Revelation. For a more detailed explanation 
behind each of the seven churches, check out the sermon series “Dear Church” at 
christschurch.com/watch/messages. Another resource to check out would be Shane Wood’s class 
lectures at shanejwood.com/the-book-of-revelation/. 

• How does Jesus demonstrate His intimate knowledge of each church? What does His 
knowledge reveal about the challenges each church is facing? 

• What is the proper response from each church that Jesus demands? How does this section 
challenge our church to respond appropriately today? 

• If Jesus were to deliver a message to you about your life, what would He know about you? 
What areas would He rebuke, and what areas would He praise? What do you think Jesus 
would say your response to Him needs to be? 
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CYCLE 2 | REVELATION 4:1 – 8:5 

If the first cycle of Revelation (Ch. 1–3) is the foundation for the book of Revelation, the second cycle 
sets the framework for understanding the rest of the book. In the first cycle, Jesus established the 
need for His message to the churches. In their struggle to persevere in their faith, Jesus reminded 
them that He is intimately connected to them. He sees them and knows them. This next cycle takes 
John to the throne room in heaven. This cycle starts with the throne of God because, in the first cycle, 
John has a limited perspective on what is happening to the churches of Asia Minor. However, John is 
now receiving a divine perspective that will allow him and the churches to see who really is reigning in 
the world. From their everyday lives, Rome looked as if they were in control. Rome ruled most of the 
known world. However, Rome’s power paled in comparison to the one ultimately reigning on the 
throne of heaven. Only from the throne room of God do we see what true allegiance and worship look 
like. A person’s allegiance and worship become dominant themes in the rest of the book of 
Revelation.  

CHAPTER 4 

• In v. 2, where is the throne located? Where is it located in relation to everything else mentioned? 
What does the location of the throne symbolize?  

In Revelation 4:6, there is a sea of glass that is crystal clear located in front of the throne. The 
significance behind that image is easily missed. In ancient times, the sea was always a picture 
of chaos and evil. So, when the sea in front of the throne is like glass, that picture tells us 
something about the character of the one on the throne. He is a God of peace and goodness, 
not chaos and evil. In Daniel 7:2-3 and Revelation 13:1, the beasts coming out of the sea 
reflect the character of the sea—evil and chaos. But God’s is different from them. He is not full 
of chaos and evil, but peace and goodness. We see that picture from cover to cover in the 
Bible. Genesis 1 says, “now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” The picture is that Earth was 
in disorder and chaos, but God brought order and structure to the world through his divine 
creative power.  

This is further shown in the character and person of Jesus. While on the sea of Galilee with His 
disciples, a storm arises, which puts panic and fear into the disciples. Jesus wakes up and 
rebukes the storm. Instead of chaos and disorder on the sea, it becomes calm and peaceful. It 
is not allowed to move without His consent. God’s character is consistently one of peace, 
authority, goodness, and order.  

• How do God the Father’s sovereignty and eternality compare to that of 
Rome’s claim to be sovereign, eternal ruler?  

• How does the worship coming from the four living creatures and 24 
elders reflect who God is and what He does? Are those central themes 
of your worship towards God?  

“MY LORD MY GOD” 

During his reign, Domitian 
referred to himself as 

Dominus et Deus (“Lord and 
God”). When the 24 elders 

use this phrase in Revelation 
4:11, it is a declaration to 

who is truly Lord and God.  
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• Is seeing God in His throne room something you desire? Why or why not? 

CHAPTER 5 

• Why is John weeping in v. 4? What does the angel say in response to John’s weeping? 

• Why is the description of Jesus in v. 5 important for us to know? How does this description 
continue God’s plans established in the Old Testament?  

• How does this section describe who Jesus is and what He does? Why is He worthy to open the 
seals? 

In Revelation 5:2, the question is asked, “who is worthy to break the seals and open the 
scroll.” The answer that follows is surprising. John is told to look for the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. One expects to see power and dominance like a lion, perhaps like the picture of Jesus 
riding a white horse as in Revelation 19:11. However, what John sees is not a lion but a slain 
lamb. This is a picture of true power, one that the world does not expect.  

In Exodus 11-12, God sends one final plague on the Egyptians because Pharoah restricts 
them from worshiping God properly. It is through this final plague that Egypt would know who 
God is. Only after the last plague would the Israelites experience freedom from slavery. 
However, their freedom came at a price. For the Egyptians, it cost them the death of their 
firstborn son. For the Israelites, it cost the death of a lamb. Therefore, God had instructed 
them to sacrifice a lamb and to place the blood of the lamb on the doorpost of their homes. 
By doing that, they would be spared from the death of their firstborn son.  

Jesus carried forward this idea of a Passover lamb when He died on the cross. To establish 
our redemption from sin, Jesus sacrificed Himself. The blood of Jesus is what covers us and 
reunites us to a right relationship with God. However, that freedom came at a price. For God, 
it cost the death of His Son Jesus. The slain lamb in Revelation 5 is a picture of sacrifice. It is a 
picture of true power. Jesus didn’t gain power and authority by force as Rome did, but thru 
sacrifice and humility. It is how Jesus achieved His power that makes all the difference in our 
lives.  

• What is the picture of worship in this section? Who worships Jesus, and what is the nature of 
their worship? 

• To whom or what do you worship with honor, glory, and praise?  

• Does the picture of worship in this section reflect your posture of worship towards Jesus? 
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CHAPTER 6 

Understanding who is on the throne and what true power looks like gives us a clearer perspective on 
the trials that come from the opening of the seals. This is a picture of God’s sovereign will being 
carried out on the Earth. No one can stop or hinder the power of God. For most of the ancient world, 
the reputation of the god(s) you worship was dependent upon your military victory. It would have been 
easy for the Christian believers to lose sight of Jesus’ power and authority because Rome was 
constantly ruling over them and even putting some of them to death. Rome was focused on 
conquering the world and thought they ruled as gods, but even they could not escape God’s will or 
judgment. For the Christian believers in John’s day, they needed to be reminded of who was in 
control while facing suffering and sometimes death. 

• How are the four horsemen described, and what do they do? Can the horsemen do anything 
without God’s consent? 

• How are the four horsemen a picture of human conduct and the result of every war in world 
history? When in the history of the world have these four horsemen not been riding? 

• In v. 9, where is John when the fifth seal is opened, and what is the description 
of the souls under the altar? What do they cry out (pray) to God for? 

• What is God’s response to their desire for justice? What role does suffering play 
in God’s will? 

• How many things on Earth are affected by the sixth seal? What does that tell us 
about God’s judgment?  

• How many groups of people are mentioned in v. 15? What does that tell us 
about God’s judgment? 

• In v. 16, who are the people calling out for protection and shelter from God’s judgment? What is 
their question in v. 17? 

CHAPTER 7 

• Where is John in vv. 1-8? Why is it important to know that believers on Earth are sealed with the 
seal of the living God?  

• Where does John move to in vv. 9-17?  

WHAT DOES 
COLOR MEAN? 

In the book of 
Revelation, the color 

white always 
symbolizes victory. 

The color red 
symbolizes agents 

of evil. 
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• How is the great multitude described? What is the four-fold description mean about the 
completeness of the great multitude? 

• In chapter 7, who is standing before God? How does Revelation 7 answer the question in 
Revelation 6:17? 

• How does the elder describe the multitude? What does the color white mean? 

• What does the blood of Jesus do in v. 14? How is that a picture of the gospel message?  

In Revelation 7:14, the elder describes the great multitude as those who have come out of the 
great tribulation. The Greek word for tribulation occurs four other times in the book of 
Revelation (1:9, 2:9, 2:10, 2:22). The NIV translates this word three times in the context of the 
Christian believers experiencing suffering, affliction, and persecution (1:9, 2:9, 2:10). The other 
time, it references the suffering experienced by those who commit adultery with Jezebel. 
Taken in context, we should read the “great tribulation” as the trials of suffering and 
persecution the church has faced and will face because of their allegiance and worship 
towards Jesus.       

• How is your understanding of the new Jerusalem shaped by vv. 15-17? How does this 
description parallel what is described in Revelation 21-22? 

• How does this cycle encourage the Christians of John’s day to persevere in their faith and stand 
firm on the completed work of Jesus? 

CHAPTER 8 

• In the final seal, how does God avenge the prayers of those under the altar from Revelation 6:9? 
How is the final seal a picture of God’s divine justice?  
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CYCLE 3 | REVELATION 8:6 - 11:19 

The book of Revelation is cyclical in nature. That means it is a series of cycles that describe similar 
events from a slightly different perspective and with varying intensity. Like the cycle involving the seals, 
the trumpets found in the third cycle represent God’s sovereign will being carried out on Earth. It 
reveals that God uses acts of judgment to bring about the repentance of those who worship false 
idols. Even though God is patient and gives opportunities for people to repent, eventually, the day of 
judgment is coming. The message of God is sweet to those who want to be saved but hard to 
swallow for those who worship false idols. The result is that those who are focused on proclaiming 
God’s message can expect to suffer a fate like Jesus. For the Christians in John’s day, this cycle 
reinforces the message that even though you might be killed because of your faith in Jesus, you are 
spiritually secure with Him.  

CHAPTER 8 – CHAPTER 9 

• Where are the effects of the first four trumpets felt? 

• What happens when the abyss is opened? How are the effects of evil seen and experienced on 
Earth?  

• When in the history of the Earth have the effects of evil and the judgments of the trumpets not 
been experienced?  

• In Revelation 9:6, what do the people desire? What does this reveal about God’s power over 
death? 

• What does Revelation 9:20-21 reveal about the purpose of the trumpets? Who are the trumpets 
directed toward?  

• In Revelation 9:20-21, how many things did the people not repent of? So what is the 
importance of the numerical distinction? 

• Who is in control throughout the judgment of the trumpets?   

Both the trumpets and the bowls parallel the plagues described in Exodus 3–12. God sent the 
plagues as acts of judgment against Pharoah and the Egyptians. God tells Moses that He has 
seen the suffering of the Israelites and wants Moses to speak with Pharoah about letting the 
Israelites go. However, when Moses goes to Pharoah the first time, Pharoah responds with, 
“who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go” (Exodus 5:1-2). Because of Moses’ 
request to leave, Pharoah increased the intensity of their slavery which caused the Israelites to 
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become discouraged and doubt God (Exodus 6:6-9). Because of that, God sends ten plagues 
to demonstrate His power and judgment against Egypt. Moses appeals to Pharoah five times 
to let the Israelites leave Egypt to worship God, but Pharoah would not let them go. It wasn’t 
until the last plague, the death of every firstborn son and animal, that Pharoah yielded to 
God’s plan and allowed the Israelites to leave Egypt to worship God.  

If the trumpets and bowls parallel the plagues of Egypt, we should see that the plagues were 
directed toward Pharoah and the Egyptians. In at least four of the plagues, the Bible states 
that the plagues only affected the Egyptians. God had made a distinction between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites. God’s judgment was carried out through the plagues so that 
Pharoah would repent from the hardness of heart and listen to God’s will. We should see that 
the trumpets and the bowls are primarily judgment against those who do not follow God. 
Revelation 9:20-21 shows us that God sends His judgment so that people will repent of their 
evil and turn to Him.  

 

CHAPTER 10 

• How is the mighty angel described? How does the mighty angel resemble the previous 
descriptions of Jesus and God the Father?  

• How does the command for John to eat the scroll resemble Ezekiel’s encounter with God in 
Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:15? 

• How is the message of God sweet to taste but sour to digest? How does this parallel Jesus’ 
teaching? Why is it important to follow Jesus as Lord and not just your Savior? 

CHAPTER 11 

V V .  1 - 1 4  

• What temple is John told to measure in v. 1-2? Is it referring to an actual place or a group of 
people? What does 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 say about who is God’s temple? 

• What people are included in the measurement, and which ones are excluded? Why is that 
important? How does being measured affect one’s identity? 

• What/who is the “holy city” referring to in v. 2? What does Revelation 21:2, 10 say about the 
identity of the “holy city”? 

• What does being clothed in sackcloth mean? 
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In Revelation 11, John is given a picture of what it looks like for God’s people to be faithful 
witnesses of Jesus. First, John is told about the “holy city,” referring to God’s people who 
have been purified and redeemed by Jesus. John is then told about two witnesses, two olive 
trees, and two lampstands. He is referencing Zechariah 4, where it is explained that the 
imagery refers to the “two anointed ones.” In the Old Testament, the kings and priests of Israel 
were anointed and set apart by God for His purposes. Interestingly, Jesus fulfills both roles 
through His life, death, and resurrection. Thus, Jesus is both our King and High Priest.  

Not only is Jesus both King and Priest, but Jesus also extends that identity to His church. 
Revelation 1:6 teaches us that Jesus sees His church as a kingdom and as priests to serve 
God the Father. The two witnesses in Revelation 11 look a lot like Jesus. In the book of 
Revelation, when you worship something, you take on the titles, colors, actions, and traits of 
who/what you worship. It should be no surprise that the church, with its two roles as kingdom 
and priest, takes on the identity of Jesus. Therefore, the testimony of the church should 
resemble Jesus even when the outcome is death. What a joy it is to be considered worthy to 
suffer the same fate as that of our Lord and Savior Jesus!   

• In vv. 5-6, what Old Testament prophet does this section recall regarding the fire and rain (1 
Kings 17-18)? What Old Testament prophet does this section recall regarding turning the water 
to blood and the sending of plagues (Exodus 3-12)? 

• How does Jesus become a fulfillment of both the law and the prophets? How does the 
transfiguration of Jesus (Matthew 17:1-13) show that Jesus is more significant than both of the 
Old Testament prophets referenced in this section? What does that say about the identity of the 
church? 

• In the Bible, what is Sodom a picture of (Genesis 19:23-29; Isaiah 3:9; Ezekiel 16:46-56)? 
Likewise, what is Egypt a picture of (Exodus 3:9)?  

• What is the result of the testimony of the two witnesses? How does that resemble the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus?  

• How is v. 13 a picture of repentance? How does the church’s example of Jesus lead them to 
repentance? 

V V .  1 5 - 1 9  

• What does the seventh trumpet bring about? How is this a picture of Revelation 21-22? 

• What does this section say about God’s kingdom/temple? What does it say about God’s divine 
justice? 
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CYCLE 4 | REVELATION 12:1 – 14:20 

The fourth cycle of Revelation gives us a divine perspective of the spiritual powers at work in the 
world. In this cycle, readers are introduced to four characters that mimic and mock the holiness and 
goodness of God. As the spiritual battle moves back and forth between heaven and Earth, Christian 
believers are told to have patient endurance and faithfulness. In the book of Revelation, who you 
worship matters. This cycle calls into question who or what you give allegiance to. Are you going to 
stay faithful to the worship of the one true God or worship Satan and the evil that comes from him? 
The final part of this cycle is gruesomely clear about the outcome of those who choose to follow evil.  

CHAPTER 12 

V V .  1 - 9  

• What does the image of the dragon represent? Why is he trying to devour the child and wage 
war against the woman and the child? 

• In what way does the woman seem to represent Mary? In what way does the woman seem to 
represent Israel? How does God protect her?  

• What does the image of the child represent (Psalm 2)? How is he being protected by God? 
How has God worked throughout the Old Testament to ensure that Jesus would come from the 
lineage of David, Abraham, and Adam? 

• Where does the battle between Satan and the other angels take place? When does it seem to 
take place? What is the result of the battle? 

V V .  1 0 - 1 7  

• What does this section say about the establishment of the kingdom of God? Who is in control? 

• How was the battle won? By whose power? 

• What did Satan lose in his banishment? What is he unable to do now? 

• What is Satan focused on now that he has been banished to Earth? Why is he furious? 

• In what way does the woman seem to represent the church? Who are her offspring?   
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• How does God protect the woman in this section? How does the time period resemble the 
designated time period mentioned in Revelation 11? 

CHAPTER 13 

V V .  1 - 1 3  

• What does the sea represent? What does this tell us about the character of the Beast out of the 
Sea? How does the Beast out of the Sea resemble the dragon? 

• What did the dragon give to the Beast of the Sea? Where does the dragon receive his power? 

• How does the Beast of the Sea seem to parody Jesus? Why do the people worship it, and 
what is the question they ask because of it? 

• What is the purpose of the Beast of the Sea? For how long? How does the time period 
resemble the designated time period mentioned in Revelation 11? 

• What is the message to the church in this section? What are they called to do?  

V V .  1 1 - 1 8  

• What is the purpose of the Beast out of the Earth? How is it a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing? 

• What does this section reveal about worship and allegiance? What 
happens to those who do not worship the image of the Beast of the Sea? 

• How does Deuteronomy 6:4-9 shed light on the imagery of the mark of 
the beast? How is the mark a mark of allegiance? How does this connect 
with the Jewish practice of wearing phylacteries?  

• Why are believers called to have wisdom?  

 

 

 

WHAT DOES 666 
MEAN? 

In ancient times, people 
would often associate a 

number with each letter of 
the alphabet through the 

process of gematria. 
When the Greek word for 
Beast is transliterated into 

Hebrew and counted it 
equals 666. If you take 

the Greek word for Beast 
in its genitive case and 

transliterate it into Hebrew 
it equals 616 which is the 
number found in some of 

the New Testament 
manuscripts for this 

chapter.  
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CHAPTER 14 

V V .  1 - 1 3  

• Where is the Lamb standing? Who is standing with Him? What names are written on the 
144,000? 

• What is the description of the 144,000? What does v. 3 say about the location of the 144,000? 
How has this changed since Revelation 7?  

• What is the eternal message of the gospel according to v. 7? 

• What is the condition in which Babylon the Great is first introduced in v. 8? 

• What is the warning of the third angel? How are God’s people supposed to respond? 

• What does v. 13 tell us about being blessed? What does this second beatitude tell us? 

V V .  1 4 - 2 0  

• How is Jesus described here? What is He doing? 

• What is the future reality of those who are found outside of the city (Revelation 11:2)? What 
does the imagery show us about God’s judgment? 

• How is the depiction of God’s judgment similar to the parable of the weeds in Matthew 13:24-
29? Are the weeds or the wheat harvested first? What is the outcome for each group? 
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In Revelation 12-20, there is a battle of who deserves a person’s allegiance and worship. Look at the 
diagram below to see how Satan, the beasts, and the woman are set up as a contrasting image 
compared to the triune God and the church.   
 

 
 
The question of Revelation is, who do you worship and give allegiance to? Is it the Holy Trinity or the 
unholy trinity? For the Christians living under the rule and reign of Rome, it would be easy to declare 
Caesar as “Lord and God” instead of being persecuted. It would be easy to continue giving sacrifices 
and offerings to the Roman gods so that you wouldn’t face any social consequences. It would be 
easy to still worship in the many temples and engage in sexual immorality because that is the nature 
of the surrounding culture. But the path and life of a Christian isn’t the easy path. The book of 
Revelation is making it very clear that in this world, there is a battle for the soul of every living person, 
and who you choose to worship has eternal consequences. In the book of Revelation, you are either 
sealed by the Holy Trinity or the unholy trinity seals you. Therefore, who you worship should be as 
evident as if it were written on your forehead. The book of Revelation tells Christian believers of all 
ages that now is the time to decide who you worship. It is no secret that if you choose to worship and 
give allegiance to the Holy Trinity, the church will face a period of persecution and suffering. But the 
message of Revelation is clear—the period of suffering is short compared to the eternal victory of 
Jesus. Even though Satan uses persecution and suffering for the destruction of Christians, Jesus 
takes that and uses it for His glory. Through persecution and suffering, His church is purified, and the 
world is led to repentance. By the blood of the slain lamb, the church may be physically persecuted, 
but spiritually the church is sealed with Jesus. In Him, the church finds eternal life. 
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CYCLE 5 | REVELATION 15:1 – 16:21 

Once again, the book of Revelation gives a picture of God’s sovereign will being carried out on Earth. 
Cycle 5 gives the last picture of seven judgments before the final judgment. Similar to the seven 
trumpets, the bowls are poured out on unbelievers so that they would repent and turn to God. This 
cycle shows God’s patient endurance of wanting everyone to turn to Him, but it also indicates that 
there are no excuses or escape when the day of wrath comes. Unfortunately, there will still be people 
who choose to curse God because of the judgments rather than fearing Him and repenting of their 
sin. This cycle shows the victorious church standing throughout the chaos of the judgments. Because 
they have remained awake and vigilant, they are clothed in victory while the world is shamefully 
exposed for their sin. All of this points to the just and true character of God, who judges each one 
according to their works (Romans 2:6). 

CHAPTER 15 

• How have the sets of seven judgments progressed numerically from the seals, trumpets, and 
now to the bowls? Why is it important to notice this is the last set described? 

• What is the picture in v. 2? Why is that a message of encouragement to the church? 

• How is God described? In what way has His character been demonstrated? 

• Why must justice always involve judgment? For Christians, who takes our judgment?  

CHAPTER 16 

• What is the purpose of the bowls of judgment? How do they parallel the plagues of Egypt 
(Exodus 3-12)?  

• Who are the bowls of judgment poured out upon? What is the response?  

• How is God described? How does God’s character allow Him to be the judge?  

• How does God’s act of judgment display justice? How does this answer the question asked by 
the saints under the altar in Revelation 6:9-10?  
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• Who is in control during the bowls of judgment?  

• Why is it important to notice that the kings are gathered for battle but 
never actually fight the battle? When was the battle actually fought?  

• What does v. 15 tell us about being blessed? What does this third 
beatitude tell us? What should be our response? 

• What is “done”? 

• How has the phrase “flashes of lightning” and “peals of thunder” been 
used to signal God’s sovereign power and divine judgment? 

The Sixth Bowl 

In the sixth bowl, the 
Euphrates River dries up to 

prepare for the kings from the 
East. This image would have 
sparked fear in the Roman 
world. The Euphrates River 

was a natural barrier between 
the Roman Empire and their 
enemy the Parthians. Rome 
was never able to conquer 
the Parthians so the sixth 

bowl would tell Christians that 
God is sovereign over all, 

even Rome.  
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CYCLE 6 | REVELATION 17:1 – 19:10 

The book of Revelation uses a prostitute as a symbol of evil to contrast to the faithful Bride of Christ. 
This cycle focuses on the judgment and destruction of Babylon, the prostitute. She has filled her life 
with the atrocities of sin and will pay the price for it. In life, how you live your life matters. The prostitute 
has engaged in wickedness, pleasure, luxury, greed, infidelity, and various other sins. 
On the contrary, the Bride of Christ has remained faithful to God, not committing adultery with the 
world or sin. The Bride of Christ has been found to be pure, clean, and bright. Because of that, the 
Bride can finally be united with the Bridegroom. The picture of this cycle of Revelation is clear—
Babylon has and will be destroyed while the Bride of Christ will be victorious.  

CHAPTER 17:1 – 18:19 

• What does v. 1 reveal about the purpose of this section? 

• How is the prostitute described in Revelation 17:1-5? What is the 
title on her forehead? 

• What is the prostitute’s golden cup filled with? What is she drunk 
on?  

• What do Revelation 17:9 and 17:18 reveal about who the prostitute 
symbolizes?  

• What does Revelation 17:16-17 reveal about what happens to the 
prostitute once the beasts have used her for their purposes? 

• What does Revelation 17:17 say about who is ultimately in control? 

• What does Revelation 17:14 reveal about Jesus’ victory? Who 
shares in that victory with Him? 

• How is the prostitute/Babylon described in Revelation 18:2-7? What 
type of conduct has she been engaged in? 

• What is the message for the church in Revelation 18:4? How is this 
consistent with the rest of the book of Revelation? 

Who are the seven 
kings? 

Even though it appears that 
Babylon refers to Rome, one 

should not try to date the 
seven kings. That is the not 

the point of this section. John 
is telling about the destruction 
of Babylon and how it will be 
happening soon. Basically, 

Rome’s time is coming to an 
end. They have indulged in 
evil and wickedness at the 

expense of other people and 
Christians. Satan has extorted 
Rome but will throw her out 

and move on to the next 
kingdom. That is the picture 
of human history. Satan has 
been using the kingdoms of 
this world to entice people to 

live lives full of sin, 
wickedness, and luxury. This 

is a clear warning to the 
church to make sure their 

allegiance is to Jesus rather 
than Rome. Once again, the 

picture we see in Revelation is 
that no one on Earth, even 

Rome, can rule forever. Only 
the triune God rules forever 
and is sovereign. It matters 

who you worship and to who 
you align your life.     
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• What does this section say about why the kings of the Earth, the merchants, and the sea 
captains are weeping and mourning? Are they concerned with the destruction of Babylon or just 
worried about their well-being? 

•  How have the kings of the Earth, the merchants, and the sea captains shared with the riches of 
Babylon? How will they also share in its destruction?  

• What does this section say about the evilness of greed, luxury, and selfishness? How should 
the church respond to this section? 

CHAPTER 18:20 – 19:10 

• What has God judged Babylon for? What is she held accountable for? 

• What does this section say about the finality of God’s divine judgment? 

• What prompts the worship scene in Revelation 19:1-10? 

• How is God described in this section? What does He do? 

• How is the Bride of Christ described in this section? What has been the conduct of the Bride of 
Christ? How is she different from the prostitute Babylon? 

• What does Revelation 19:9 tell us about being blessed? What does this fourth beatitude tell us?  

• What does the angel tell John to do in Revelation 19:10? How does who you worship determine 
the outcome of your life? 
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CYCLE 7 | REVELATION 19:11 – 22:21 

There is no better way to end the book of Revelation or the entire Bible than with the last cycle of 
Revelation. It is full of pictures of Jesus’ victory over Satan. Jesus has conquered evil and is hailed as 
“King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” It is only because of Jesus that the New Jerusalem can be ushered 
into reality. Everything that the Bible has been longing for is finally restored and established in the new 
creation. The final two chapters of Revelation give a sweet picture of the Bride of Christ being united 
with God forever. The last cycle of Revelation shows who God is, what He does, and what our 
response towards Him should be. Let us join in with the Spirit as we say, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” 

CHAPTER 19 

V V .  1 1 - 2 1  

• Who is described in this section? How do you know? How have you 
seen these descriptions before in the book of Revelation? 

• Why is Jesus’ robe dipped in blood? Whose blood is it? Has there been 
a battle in which would cause His robes to be bloody? If so, when did the 
battle take place (how does this connect to Revelation 12)?  

• What does the title “Word of God” mean? How does this connect with 
John 1:1-18? What does this say about Jesus’ identity?  

• Why is it important to notice that the kings are gathered for battle but 
never actually fight the battle? When was the battle actually fought?  

• How are the two beasts defeated in v. 20? How does this section show the totality and finality 
of God’s judgment? How does the “great supper of God” resemble the picture found in Ezekiel 
38-39? 

CHAPTER 20 

V V . 1 - 3  

• How does Revelation 20:1-10 seem to be a retelling of the same events in Revelation 19:11-
21? Why does it make more sense for these two sections to be telling the same event from 
different perspectives rather than a contiguous story? 

• What do a key and chain symbolize? What is the picture we should see here? How is the image 
of being chained used in Mark 5:3-4, Acts 12:6-7, and Acts 21:33? 

Lord of Lords and 
King of Kings 

In It is interesting that in 
Revelation 19:16, Jesus is 

given the title “Lord of 
Lords and Kings of Kings”. 
Rome did not use that title 
for their rulers. However, 

their enemy, the Parthians, 
did refer to their rulers in 

that way. Once again, it is 
reminding the Christian 

believers that Rome is not 
the ruler of the world, but 

Jesus is. 
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GO 
DEEPER 

• How does v. 2 resemble Satan being cast out of heaven and banished to Earth in Revelation 
12:7-17? 

• What happens to Satan in this section? 

 

Revelation 20:1-10 is full of symbolism that leads to many assumptions and theories about its 
meaning. It would be wise to remember that when reading scripture, you need to let scripture 
speak for itself rather than making it say what you want it to say. Here are a few assumptions 
that people often read into the text.  

Assumption #1 - Bounding means Satan’s power has been eradicated. However, this is 
not the case. Just because a person has their hands and feet bound by chains does not mean 
they are entirely useless. The apostle Paul, for example, was bound by chains several times, 
but that did not stop him from continuing his ministry. He was restricted and confined, but he 
could still write letters that formed most of the New Testament that we read. The point is that 
when we read that Satan is seized and bound by a chain, we should understand that his 
power has been restricted and confined, not completely removed.  

Assumption #2 – Deceiving the nations means Satan is solely trying to lead the nations 
away from salvation in Jesus. However, Satan’s deceptions are not always tied to salvation. 
When Satan is allowed to deceive the nations again in Revelation 20:7-10, we see a slightly 
different picture of deception. It says that Satan gathers the nations for battle against God’s 
people. The context of Revelation 20:7-10 would indicate that when Satan is kept from 
deceiving the nations in Revelation 20:3, it is to keep him from destroying the church. That 
sounds a lot like Jesus’ words to the disciples that the gates of Hades will not overcome the 
church (Matthew 16:18).  

So how are we to make sense of this section? In Revelation 12:7-17, we see a picture of 
Satan being thrown down out of heaven and being banished to Earth. He is no longer able to 
accuse believers in the presence of God. His power is restricted and confined. He was exiled 
to Earth. This all happened because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. When Jesus 
was walking the Earth, He wasn’t just teaching and performing miracles. He was engaged in a 
spiritual battle against Satan to destroy his work (1 John 3:8). The night of Jesus’ arrest, Jesus 
warned the disciples that the prince of the Earth will now be driven out (John 12:31), now is 
coming (John 14:30), and now stands condemned (John 16:11). The book of Luke even 
records Jesus telling His disciples that He saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven (Luke 
10:18).  

Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, everything changed. Jesus triumphed over 
the spiritual powers and authorities and disarmed them (Colossians 2:15). Before the cross, 
Satan held the power of death, but by Jesus’ death, that power was broken (Hebrews 2:14). 
Jesus now has the keys to death and Hades (Revelation 1:18). What once separated us from 
God now unites us to God. Look at the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, “for as in Adam all 
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die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”   

It is a glorious time to be alive right now. The Kingdom of God has been established through 
Jesus, and He is reigning alongside God the Father. He has triumphed over Satan through His 
blood, the blood of the slain lamb. Jesus has defeated Satan and shackled him as a prisoner. 
Satan’s power is limited. He can’t deceive the nations that would lead to the destruction of the 
church. When Satan tries to use death as a weapon against the church, Jesus uses that to 
build up the church (Revelation 11). Now we are waiting for Jesus to return in victory and 
defeat Satan forever. The thousand years seem to refer to the period between Jesus’ first 
coming and second coming, which is the period of the church. Keep this picture in mind as 
you read the next section of Revelation.   

 

V V .  4 - 6  

• Who is reigning with Jesus? Where are the thrones located? 

 

Assumption #3 – The people who are reigning with Jesus are reigning on Earth for a literal 
thousand years. However, that is not where these thrones are located. Revelation 20:4-6 
never mentions Earth in connection with these thrones. Only three times in the book of 
Revelation, the word “throne” is associated with Earth. All three of those times, it is about 
either Satan or the beasts. The other 40 times the word “throne” is used, it is used about God 
and the thrones that surround Him. The context shows us that every time the word “throne” is 
used in reference to God the Father or Jesus, the location is always in heaven.  

• What does v. 6 tell us about being blessed? What does this fifth beatitude tell us?  

• For those who are in Christ, how is their bodily death (first death) actually a first resurrection? 

• How is the second death (death of your soul) powerless over those who are in Christ?  

• What does v. 6 reveal about our identity in Jesus? 

V V .  7 - 1 0  

• Why must Satan be released for a short period? What does release mean? What happened in 
v. 2 that is not mentioned in v. 7? 
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• Why is it important to notice that Satan gathers the nations for battle but never actually fights 
the battle? When was the battle actually fought?  

• How are God’s judgment and triumph showed in this section? 

 

Assumption #4 – Satan is unshackled and released from the abyss to wreak havoc on 
Earth. However, in Revelation 20:1-3, Satan is bound and imprisoned. Revelation 20:7 
describes Satan being released from prison, but it does not mention that he is unbound. That 
is a significant point that is often missed. Perhaps, that is because we are trying to get the text 
to say something it never intended to say.  

Shane Wood presents a historical approach to understanding Revelation 20:1-10 that 
highlights the victory of Jesus and the humiliating defeat of Satan. In Rome, they had a 
practice known as the Roman Triumph. From the time of Caesar Augustus, the Roman 
triumph was reserved only for the emperor and his family after a military victory. When the 
battle was won, the Romans would imprison the chief enemy leader and the strongest and 
most handsome men from the enemy force specifically for the triumph.  

Months or even years later, on the day of the triumphal procession, all the townspeople would 
line the streets dressed in white. Then the processional would parade through the streets 
carrying the spoils of war and depictions of the battle. The Roman-Jewish historian Josephus, 
writing about the triumphal parade of the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, records that the 
depictions of war were so vivid that it made the crowd feel like they were present in the battle.  

Then at the end of the processional came the emperor riding in a chariot drawn by four 
horses. Right in front of the emperor were the “fruits of victory.” The fruit of victory was not 
gold or silver but the chief enemy leader. When the procession reached the temple of Jupiter, 
the crowd would wait in silence until the emperor executed the enemy leader. At that point, 
the public would rejoice at the message of victory, and celebrations would follow.  

The symbolism between Revelation 20:1-10 and the Roman triumph is reasonably clear to 
see. Satan was defeated in battle through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. He was 
banished to Earth (imprisoned), and his power was restricted (bound). Jesus had been 
victorious over Satan, but it was not time for His final victory over Satan to happen. Therefore, 
Satan is held until the complete period of time that God alone knows. Satan is then released, 
though he is still bound. This is a picture of the “fruit of victory.” Remaining bound, Satan 
gathers the nations for battle. When we think there will be a battle, God shows up and 
devours the nations and throws Satan into the lake of burning sulfur. The picture that we see 
in Revelation 20:1-10 is of Jesus’ triumph over Satan. At Jesus’ second coming, there is no 
need for another battle because He already won the war through His life, death, and 
resurrection. Jesus is declaring His supremacy and victory over Satan. In Revelation 20:1-10, 
we see the picture of Jesus’ triumphal victory and Satan’s humiliating defeat.  
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vv. 11-15 

• Where is the throne located? Who is it associated with? 

• What does the sea represent? What does this say about the people being judged in this 
section? 

•  What is the dead judged for? What is the second death? 

CHAPTER 21 

V V .  1 - 8  

• How is “new” a picture of restoration? 

• What does the sea represent? Why is it important that there will no longer be any sea? 

• Who is the Holy City? How is she described? 

• What is the picture of the new restored order?  

• How is God evident in the new creation? How is His character evident in the new creation? 
How will God be intimately united with His creation? 

• Who is victorious? What is at stake for those who do not endure till the end? 

V V .  9 - 2 7  

• What is the direction of the movement of the new Jerusalem? What does it say about the 
location of the New Jerusalem? 

• How does the Bride of Jesus resemble the descriptions of God in Revelation 4? 

• How does the New Jerusalem resemble the Holies of Holies?  



 
27 

• Why is it important to notice that there is no need for a temple in the New Jerusalem?  

• What does night symbolize? How is the nature of the New Jerusalem a reflection of God’s 
character? 

CHAPTER 22 

• How is the description of the New Jerusalem a restoration and completion of everything the rest 
of the Bible has been longing for? 

• Why is it essential that the tree of life is now accessible? How does this restore what happened 
in Genesis 3? 

• What does v. 7 tell us about being blessed? What does the sixth beatitude tell us? 

• What does v. 14 tell us about being blessed? What does the seventh 
beatitude tell us?  

• How does Jesus establish His divinity in this section? What is His 
message to the church? 

• What is the response of the Spirit and the Bride? Do you share in that 
same response? Why or why not? 

• Who do you give allegiance to and worship? Is it God, or is it evil? If it is 
not God, what needs to change in your life? 

 

 

 
 

Morning Star 

When Jesus uses this title, 
he contrasts with both 
Satan and Domitian. 

Lucifer in Latin means 
morning star and Domitian 

also used the time 
morning star. Jesus is the 
morning star symbolizing 
the dawn of a new day. 
Jesus is ushering in the 

eight day of creation, the 
new order of things. 

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.                                                     

Revelation 20:20-21 
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