
GFCC, 
 

I just wanted to say thank you to GFCC for the privilege of 
serving as one of your Elders for the past six years!  It has 
truly been an honor to serve GFCC in this capacity.  There 
have been numerous great moments as well as some 
difficult times and decisions. Over these past six years, we 
have seen tremendous growth in so many areas.  I firmly 
believe that GFCC is poised to do so much more for God’s 
Kingdom!  I am very proud of our staff, leadership, 
volunteers and entire congregation.  So much has been 
accomplished but I am even more excited on where God is 
going to lead us in the years to come! 
 

As one of your Elders, I have been involved in many 
successful accomplishments here at GFCC, but I also 
accept whatever failures we have experienced as well.  I 
am a firm believer that as a leader, if we are to take credit 
for the successes, then we should own the failures as well 
and always attempt to learn from our mistakes. We should 
all be involved in the Great Commission together knowing 
that we all are an integral part of God’s plan for the lost.  
 

As 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 teaches: 12 Just as a body, though 
one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it 
is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so 
as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so 
the body is not made up of one part but of many.15 Now if the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were 
an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God 
has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would 
the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the 
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less 
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put 
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked 
it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that 
its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
 

Thank you GFCC for trusting me to serve as one of your 
Elders over these past six years.  It’s been a privilege and 
honor to be a part of the body of Christ, no more or no less 
important than all the other parts of the body here at 
GFCC!  May God continue to bless each and every one of 
you and utilize us all for His glory. 
 
 

In His Service, 
 

Bob Rukes 

Kids for Christ is Returning! KFC 
meets on Thursday nights at 
6:30pm. Here are the next 

session dates: 
1/9, 1/23, 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 
2/27, 3/5, 3/12, and 3/19.  

The Elder-Berries are having a luncheon at 
Cracker Barrel in Hammond on Thursday, 
January 16th at 11am. They will meet at 

the restaurant. If you have any questions, 
please contact Melissa Rothchild at 

219.934.0762.  

The Ladies Ministry is hosting a 
Bunco Night on January 17th at 
6:30pm. You can sign up at the 

Connection Center. 

UFC is returning to GFCC! UFC is a Youth Group for 
grades 6th-12th. The first session of 2020 will be 

held on January 19th from 3-5pm at GFCC. You can 
follow UFC on Facebook at  

facebook.com/UnitedForChristYG 

Thank you for your donations to Baskets 

of Blessings. In 2019 the “BOB” team 

made 33 baskets. They were made for 

many reasons which included surgery, 

injury, illness, loss of a loved one, new 

baby, etc. Baskets of Blessings is a 

recycling, re-purposing, re-gifting 

ministry. We purchase fill in items along 

with candy/snacks. There is a black bin 

located at the Connection Center where 

you can drop off donations. Brochures 

listing suggested items are on the 

counter next to the bin. On behalf of the 

Baskets of Blessings team, thank you 

for your kindness and words of 

encouragement as we look forward to 

2020 and the opportunities ahead.  
 

Blessings and Love,  
 

Sharon Chumley 
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