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DEAR GFCC,
Welcome to the new year! Have you already 
started a 2022 New Year's Resolution? Follow 
up question... Have you already messed up 
your 2022 New Year's Resolution?

Many people try to make the new year a year 
where they will do something different, be 
different, or improve in their lives somehow. 
And yet it seems that 99 times out of 100, we 
don't get very far until we falter and mess up. 

Life gets busy... Kids are crazy... Work is 
hectic... And we just don't have the time 
to focus on our  New Year's Resolutions. 
Besides, there's always next year!

As you join me in this adventure of GFCC in 
2022, I know that we will falter. I know that 
life will get busy. I know that sometimes our 
"kids" get a little crazy... But don't give up. 

Don't give up on making it a priority to attend 
church services and be around your brothers 
and sisters in Christ... Not for numbers' sake 

but to get to know each other on a deeper 
level and encourage one another and pray for 
one another.

Don't give up on believing that God is in 
control, no matter how much the enemy seeks 
to distract, divide, and destroy. Though Satan 
likes to try to convince you otherwise... The 
enemy is a defeated one! God's got this!

Instead, let's work together to make 2022 a 
year where we as a church family can heal 
from prior wounds, can grow in our spiritual 
walk with Christ, and can lead our church and 
our surrounding community to a healthier 
tomorrow. 

As we launch our new Vision, Mission, and 
Core Values at GFCC in January... I pray that 
this can be the springboard to a great year of 
following God's calling in our lives to never 
give up. 

Stay strong, friends.

GFCC’s Vision Statement (the answer to 
why we exist) is: To give Help for today 
and Hope for tomorrow. 

Now how do we accomplish this? By 
staying on mission. GFCC's new Mission 
Statement is to: Love God, Love Others, 
and Serve Both.

And the 4 Core Values of GFCC are non-
negotiable and are the means for what 
we will filter all of our decisions through 
as a church body. We will be:

1.  Grounded in the Word
2.  Faithful to our God
3.  Caring for our Community
4.  Committed to being Generous  
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In January, we begin our new year with a Sermon 
Series on Identity. 

This four-week series reminds us that our identity 
is found in Christ. Instead of attempting to earn 
God’s approval or wallowing in our imperfections, 
we can rest in the work of Jesus and find freedom 
to live as our truest selves. When we understand our 
story through the lens of his story, we naturally view 
ourselves and others differently. Scripture shows us 
who we are and what we are meant for.

 
January 1st/2nd --- “Casting the Vision”

Titus 2:11-14; Ephesians 1:1–14

January 8th/9th --- “Staying on Mission”
Matthew 22:34-40; John 13:1-17

January 15th/16th --- “Sticking to Our Values... Pt. 1”
2 Timothy 3:10-17

January 22nd/23rd --- “Sticking to Our Values... Pt. 2”
Ephesians 2:1-10
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From the desk of Mindy Sarlea: 

I am happy to say that we have relaunched 
our children’s ministry under our new name: 

Pine Street Kids. 

As I announced last month, in 2022 we will be aligning our adult 
and children’s messages. I encourage you to ask your children 
what they have learned at church each week, and to keep that 
line of communication open so your children can continue to 
grow spiritually both at home and at GFCC. 

This month in Tall Pines (our elementary school classroom), our 
series will be entitled “Identity.” Our focus will be on who we are 
in Christ and what that means for God’s Kingdom. Additionally, 
we will learn about GFCC’s vision, mission, and values as we 
come into the new year. 

In Little Sprouts (our preschool classroom), the children 
will learn about God, church, worship, and prayer through a 
children’s book series. 

I am still in need of a lot of volunteers. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please let me know. We have big things planned in 
2022, and we need your help in order to be successful! I am so 
excited to see what God will do in our church this year! 
 

Pine Street Kids - Mindy Sarlea

Upcoming Events: 
Saturday, January 8 - All kids are invited from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on January 8th to celebrate January birthdays! We will provide 
snacks and games for everyone, and a birthday gift bag for kids 
born in January. Please register at: https://bit.ly/JanKidsBDay

Monday, January 10 - Families with kids of all ages are invited to 
join us for Family Craft Night at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 10th. 
We will be creating a New Year's blessing jar craft. Light snacks will 
be provided. Register at: https://bit.ly/JanFamCraft

Memory Verse: 
2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
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The Upper Room - Ty Whyte
To all the generous, thoughtful, and supportive members of 
this church I want to wish a very Happy New Year. And my 
prayer for everyone this year is for health and reconciliation! 

AND A VERY LATE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR 
ALL THE GIFTS THAT WERE GIFTED TO ME ON PASTOR 
APPRECIATION WEEKEND! I REALLY APPRECIATED THAT 
SO MUCH. IT WAS UNEXPECTED, GENEROUS, AND KIND.

In the short time that I've been fortunate enough to be a part 
of the staff and youth ministry at GFCC, we have come up 
with a name for the youth ministry: GLOW. This stands for 
Grow, Love, Overcome, and Worship. This name represents 
the goals of our youth ministry, and what each of us in it aim 
to do in order to be closer to the Lord. 

We have also started a t-shirt design, and have spent the last 
2 months getting to know each other more intimately as a 
youth group and church collective. 

Topics we've discussed over the past few weeks include 
labels, fear, social media, forgiveness and respect. We have 
also played one or two games that were pretty fun like 
BeanBoozled and 9 square.

Psalm 127:3-5 (NLT) - Children are a gift 
from the Lord; they are a reward from him. 
4 Children born to a young man are like 
arrows in a warrior's hands. 5 How joyful is 
the man whose quiver is full of them! He will 
not be put to shame when he confronts his accusers 
at the city gates.

During this holiday season, I want to stress the importance 
of spending time together. Use the coming January (and rest 
of the year) to connect. Let's put our phones down and talk 
more. Let's have fun with our families. Let us be present with 
them and them with us so that we may have the opportunity 
to "disciple" our children towards the same love of God that 
we want them to know, lets teach our families how to prioritize 
life and to fully take advantage of the gift we have been given 
of family. 



8

Worship SpotlightWorship Spotlight
A Note from Noah: 

Happy New Year, church family! 

As you know, in the month of December 
we sang a ton of Christmas Carols. And it 

was such a great experience to be able to 
bring the tempo down, dwell on the lyrics of Jesus 

and His birth, and sing with our church family. 

But now that we are in January, it is time to bring back our 
regular worship songs... And we are starting off the year with 
a joyful sound! These songs that we sing each week are an 
opportunity to sing songs that praise our God. One song in 
particular that shows such praise to God is "Living Hope."
 
“Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence, the roaring lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me”

God gave us eternal life and showed us that the grave has no 
claim on us and these words are so powerful that I can’t help 
but let my emotions pour into the song as I sing. I pray that 
we all come to realize that God sacrificed His son to give us 
eternal life... To give us this Living Hope. 

Living Hope: 

How great the chasm that lay between us, how high the 
mountain I could not climb, in desperation I turned to heaven, 
and spoke Your name into the night. Then through the 
darkness, Your loving-kindness tore through the shadows of 
my soul... The work is finished the end is written; Jesus Christ 
my living hope. 

Who could imagine so great a mercy, what heart could fathom 
such boundless grace? The God of ages stepped down from 
glory to wear my sin and bear my shame. The cross has spoken, 
I am forgiven, the King of kings calls me His own. Beautiful 
Savior, I’m Yours forever, Jesus Christ my living hope. 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise, Your buried 
body began to breathe. Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 
declared the grave has no claim on me. Jesus, Yours is the 
victory!

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free. Hallelujah death 
has lost its grip on me. You have broken every chain, there’s 
salvation in Your name, Jesus Christ my living hope!
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GFCC FAMILY FOCUS
Raul, Linda, Raul Jr., Joshua, Leah Quintanilla

Meet Raul and Linda Quintanilla!  
Raul has worked at Indiana American 
Water since 2005 and looks forward to 
working another 16 years! Linda on the 
other hand, is a high school teacher at 
Morton High School. They married in 
2006 but have known and loved each 
other since Linda was 12.  They have 
3 wonderful children:  Raul Jr., Joshua, 
and Leah. 

Raul says, "In 2019, we started to attend 
GFCC because of my wife.  We decided 
to become members of the church and 
were baptized on November 2, 2019."

Linda grew up Catholic and always 
believed that Jesus was her savior.  
However, when she went to the Rock 
n' Rails festival in 2019, she had the 
pleasure of meeting Shannon Cornett.  
Linda states, "I couldn't believe that a 
church was sponsoring the jump-house 
and activities for the kids and that there 
were so many families volunteering."

Raul says that it is the people, the 
fellowship, and the kindness of 
everyone as the reasons why their family 
has stayed.  They feel that the sermons 
are speaking to them specifically, and 
GFCC has made their family better and 
their love for God stronger. 

Linda added that the music was 
another reason they wanted to continue 
going to church.  Listening to Brandon, 
Scott, and Nikki was like being at a live 
concert, and she LOVES music!  

They have stayed because they want 
their children and others to feel about 
their Heavenly Father the same way 
they do.  

Raul's favorite Bible Verse is John 3:3   
which reads, "Jesus replied, 'Very truly I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless they are born again.'"

Linda says that she doesn't have a 
favorite bible verse, but recently found 
a favorite bible story: Luke 10:38-
42, which is the story of Martha and 
Mary. GFCC's Senior Pastor, Brandon 
Rukes, pointed out this story during a 
Connection Group session.  I have read 
it over and over again and it has taught 
me valuable lessons at home, at work, 
with friends, etc.  Raul likes to call it her 
"Worry about yourself " lesson!

In terms of their children, their oldest is 
Raul Jr. and he is 15.  He is a freshman 
at Highland High School and wants 
to major in business and attend a 
Christian College so that he can help 
run GFCC some day. He loves playing 
football and wrestling. 

Joshua is 10 years old and in 4th grade.  
He loves video games and says that he 
wants to be an auto mechanic when he 
grows up. He is very good at putting 
together Lego sets.

Leah is 6 years old and loves to sing and 
dance.  She is very creative and loves 
fashion.  She wants to become a singer 
and a Kindergarten teacher.  

Raul is a Sox fan, and they both cheer 
for the Chicago Bears.  Linda also 
enjoys spending time with her sisters, 
and talking and hanging out with 
her "Morning Prayer Warriors".  She 
enjoys things that make her laugh and 
loves sappy love stories!  She's a little 
competitive with board games so watch 
out if you're on her  team!

Be sure to find them after the Saturday 
evening church service to say hello!  



Jaime Garcia
Worship & Relations Director

jaime@gfcc.net

Hello All! 

I am Jaime (HI-ME) Garcia. Beginning next week, I will be the 
Worship and Relations Director here at GFCC. I have been attending 
GFCC for a little over a year now. My wife, Rachel, and I had been 
looking for a church to call home for a while before we came here.  
We fell in love. We were looking for somewhere that we didn't have 
to act a certain way to be accepted. We came here and we were 
welcomed with open arms. 

I grew up in a Baptist Church. I graduated from a Christian School 
and even went to a little bit of Bible College. I was heavily involved 
in my church. I played in their orchestra, ran a bus route, and was at 
the church multiple times a week for various groups.

Part of my church upbringing was music. Music has been a passion 
of mine since I was a 12 year old. I began taking piano lessons when 
I was 12, violin lessons when I was 13, and I began to teach myself 
percussion when I was 14 years old. 
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New Employee Welcome!
This is what I have played up until now. I played for the LaPorte 
County Symphony Orchestra for 10 years and I've also performed in 
multiple Community Theater Musicals and plays in the area. I played 
in the pit for musicals but have also performed on stage for many 
shows. 

"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ God forgave you." Ephesians 4:32

For this year, I want to center my ministry around the verse above. 
Kindness, Compassion, and Forgiveness. These are ideals that every 
Christian has but not always practiced. I want to push this. If God 
forgave us, we can forgive others no matter what they have done. 

I have many ideas for my new position here at GFCC! Be prepared 
for many member outreach nights. I would love to introduce (or 
reintroduce!) many fellowship nights, including family game nights, 
karaoke nights, group outings, and the list will go on! 

I am so excited to join the team that is already been put in place 
here at GFCC. There are new and exciting things coming here. God 
is going to use this church and I'm just honored to be a part of the 
team. 

I want to meet each and every one of you! If I haven't introduced 
myself to you yet, please come up and say hi! I love to get to know 
people! 
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By the Books

12

A Year In Review

To say that 2021 was chaotic was an understatement. Coupled 
with leadership changes at the highest levels, and an added 
difficulty in doing outreach or fellowship because of a second 
year of the COVID-19 pandemic... Our GFCC family has, by all 
accounts, been tested by fire.

1 Corinthians 3:11-13 - For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone 
builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 
hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because 
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire will test the quality of each person’s work.

Remember, what we are doing is building on the foundation 
already laid by Jesus Christ Himself. What we create, what we 
build up, what we improve, what we say, think, and do at GFCC 
all builds on the foundation. And when the fire comes, it will test 
the quality of our work. Have we been faithful to God and what 
He has given us? Have we been good stewards of His resources 
and His church? Have we served with cheerful hearts and loved 
our neighbors? Have we made disciples?

I am confident that we as a church body of believers have been 
tested, and I believe that we are on the right track. Sure, we 
can talk about budgets and net incomes and attendance growth 
charts... But what you see here is what matters the most:

2021 Baptisms

1/7
Alexis L.

1/13
Robert G.

1/13
Crystal L.

4/12
Randy H.

4/25
Amber R.

4/28
Adam S.

4/28
Courtney S.

4/7
Michael R.

4/4
Alexis E.

7/18
Natalie S.

7/18
Thomas P.

8/24
Misty Y.

9/18
Tyrin W.

9/18
Janna W.

9/18
Jackie S.

9/26
Deborah R.

9/28
Betty J.

10/17
Heather S.

10/17
Rachel G.

11/28
Tammi S.

These 20 individuals are now your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. And as 
time passes, the trials will come. What 
are we doing to raise these men and 
women to be fully surrendered, sold out 
followers of Jesus Christ? I encourage 
you to pray for each one of these new 
believers personally this week.
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13

- Pine Street Kids Jan. B-day Party
   11-1pm in GFCC Lobby

- Ministry Center Distribution 
  1-3pm at New Elliott 

- Family Craft Night 
  6-8pm in Tall Pines Classroom 

- Elderberries Luncheon
  11am at Dante's House of Pizza 

- Cancer Support Group   "GRACE" 
  6pm at the Connection House 

- Worship & Prayer Night
  6:30pm In the Worship Center 

- Ministry Center Distribution 
  1-3pm at New Elliott 

9
10
13
18
19
23



GFCC Cookbook!
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COVID Busting Chicken Soup
Ingredients:
• 1-1/2 pounds boneless skinless 

chicken breasts, cut into 2-inch 
strips

• 2 teaspoons canola oil
• 2/3 cup finely chopped onion
• 2 medium carrots, chopped
• 2 celery ribs, chopped
• 1 cup frozen corn
• 2 cans (10-3/4 ounces each) 

condensed cream of potato soup, undiluted
• 1-1/2 cups chicken broth
• 1 teaspoon dill weed
• 1 cup frozen peas
• 1/2 cup half-and-half cream

Directions:
1. In a large skillet over medium-high heat, brown chicken in oil. 
2. Transfer to a 5-qt. slow cooker
3. Add the onion, carrots, celery and corn.
4. In a large bowl, whisk the soup, broth and dill until blended; 

stir into slow cooker. 
5. Cover and cook on low until chicken and vegetables are ten-

der, about 4 hours.
6. Stir in peas and cream. Cover and cook until heated through, 

about 30 minutes longer. 
 
 
Yes, it is that simple! Get well soon!

Chocolate Pixies (Laura Early)
Ingredients:

• (4) 1 ounce squares unsweetened 
chocolate melted

• 1 cup sifted all purpose flour
• 2  tsp. Baking powder
• 1/2.tsp salt
• 1/2 cup vegetable oil
• 2 cup of sugar
• 4 eggs
• 2 tsp. Vanilla
• 1 cup. Powdered sugar

Directions: 
1. Melt chocolate in a small saucepan over very low heat,  sift 

flour ,baking powder, and salt.
2. Combine oil, chocolate and sugar.
3. Add eggs 1 at a time and beat well after each additional egg.
4. Add vanilla.
5. Add sifted dry ingredients to chocolate mixture and blend 

thoroughly.
6. Chill overnight.  

7. Heat oven to 350. 
8. Spread powdered sugar in a small flat pan.
9. Drop dough by tsp full into powdered sugar, and with fingers 

coat dough thoroughly with the sugar and shape into balls 2 
inches apart on lightly greased cookie sheets.

10. Bake 10-12 minutes.
11. Cool slightly and put on waxed paper to cool fully. 

 
Makes 6 dozen. Enjoy!
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Talk to Us!
Brandon Rukes, Senior Pastor: brandon@gfcc.net

Ty Whyte, Youth Pastor & Ops. Director: ty@gfcc.net
Jaime Garcia, Worship & Relations Director: jaime@gfcc.net

Mindy Sarlea, Children’s Director: mindy@gfcc.net
Noah Garcia, Pastoral Assistant: noah@gfcc.net

Office hours: Wed-Fri. 8:30-4:30pm
* Note, our offices are now located 

at the Main Building.

Connect With Us
Join Us!

Church Building
202 W Pine Street
Griffith, IN 46319

Services on Saturdays @ 5:30pm & Sundays @ 10:30am
219-924-6840

connect@gfcc.net

New Elliott Ministry Center
1815 S. Colfax Street
Griffith, IN 46319

(Phone Number: 219-277-9515)
Find Us Online!

Our Website
www.GFCC.net

Join and like us on Facebook!
https://facebook.com/griffithfcc

https://facebook.com/groups/griffithfcc



www.gfcc.net


