
Hear and Do 

Those who seek God, also hear from God. He rewards those who diligently seek Him. He gives 
us direction and counsel to bless us. His Word is eternal; His promises are sure; He does not 
change. I realize that there are things that God has spoken to me by way of promises that I have 
some difficulty holding to. Every command that God makes carries with it a promise. He tells us 
in Hebrews chapter 2 that “we should give more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip” away from us. I want to give us a few examples today of some 
who let the Word slip away and some who held fast to it. 

In 1 Samuel chapter 8, Israel, in their chronic unbelief and backsliding, told the prophet Samuel 
they didn’t want God to rule them; they wanted a king, like all the nations around them had. God 
was not pleased with their request, but like He did so many other times He gave them their 
request, but sent leanness to their soul.  

God looked out among them and chose Saul, a man who was tall and handsome, and He ordered 
Samuel to anoint Saul as their king. In 1 Samuel chapter 10, Samuel gave Saul explicit 
instructions concerning an event that would take place in Gilgal. Saul was to wait in Gilgal for 
Samuel to come, where it would be told him what he should do, and Samuel would offer a 
sacrifice.  

In 1 Samuel, chapter 13, Saul found himself at Gilgal, in impending battle with the Philistines, 
but Samuel was late in coming. Saul, feeling the pressure of the battle on one side and the press 
of his men on the other, disobeyed the Word of the Lord, “forced himself”, and offered a 
sacrifice in hopes of pleasing God and gaining victory in battle. Samuel came immediately after 
Saul finished offering the sacrifice and rebuked him saying …“the Lord would have established 
your kingdom upon Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue: the Lord has 
sought Him a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be captain over His 
people, because you have not kept that which the Lord commanded you.” He had taken the Word 
of the Lord lightly. 

God had it in His heart to establish Saul’s house as a ruling kingdom over Israel. Saul did not 
know that. God was proving Saul and grooming him for ruling Israel for ever. Saul proved that 
God’s judgment was righteous and true. Just a short time later, he was given orders to attack the 
nation of Amalek and utterly destroy all they had and not to spare any. That included men, 
women, children and animals. Once again Saul, full of himself, leaned on his own understanding, 
and kept the best of the sheep, lambs, oxen and fatlings. Samuel appeared on the scene and 
rebuked Saul for disobedience, telling him, that to obey is better than to offer sacrifice. It was a 
very short time later, while Samuel was grieving for Saul and his loss that God told him to stop 
grieving for Saul and go find David.  

After God had established David as King of Israel He promised David that his sons would 
always be kings. When David died, Solomon, David’s son was made king. He was given wisdom 
from God to rule the people of Israel. His wisdom is renowned even today. The law of God 
stated that the people of Israel were not to marry the people of the nations round about, but 
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rather, they were to marry within the confines of Israel. No intermarriage! Solomon took the 
Word of God lightly, and he loved many women. He had seven hundred wives and three hundred 
concubines, all from the heathen nations, and they turned Solomon away from God. He even had 
idols made, and altars built to strange gods.  

In 1 Kings, chapter 11 the Lord visited Solomon and rebuked him for disobedience in this thing 
and told him He was going to tear the kingdom from him and give it to one of his servants. But 
God also said that for the sake of His promise to David that He would keep one tribe, Judah for 
Solomon’s son to rule over. Ten tribes, Israel, would be given to another man. The lust of the 
flesh caused disobedience and careless abandon to the Word that God had spoken, and once 
again brought great loss and sorrow. Solomon had disregarded and then forgotten the Word of 
the Lord. Judgment was upon his house. 

Through the prophet Ahijah, God promised Jeroboam that He was going to tear the nation of 
Israel into twelve parts and make him ruler over ten of them, because the people of Israel had not 
walked in His ways to do that which is right and keep His statutes. Then He told Jeroboam that 
he could reign according to the desire of his soul, and he shall be king over Israel. He also told 
Jeroboam that if he would walk in God’s ways and obey His Word the way that David did, that 
God would be with him, and would build him a sure house as He had done for David. Years 
later, after living in Egypt until Solomon was dead, the Word of the Lord came to pass and 
Jeroboam became king and built him a house to live in and rule from.  

But, through unbelief, fear and lust for power, he disregarded the promises of God and devised a 
plan to keep the ten tribes under his rule. God had established Jerusalem, in Judah, as the center 
place of annual worship and religious festivals. Jeroboam knew that, but was afraid that when the 
people went to Jerusalem to worship, they would stay there and he would lose his place as king. 
He had forgotten the Word of the Lord. 

Therefore, he established two cities in Israel and built high places, including golden idols that the 
people could worship. He told them they would not need to go all the way to Jerusalem to 
worship. This was a great sin and it is condemned by the Holy Spirit all the way through the Old 
Testament. He effectively divided the nation of Israel and separated them from one another. He 
brought strange gods into their midst and led them in rebellion against God by turning them 
away from Jerusalem.  

Joshua and Caleb were two men who came out of Egypt by the Hand of God under the 
leadership of Moses. They were among the first twelve spies who were sent into the land when 
Israel was first liberated from the bondage of Egypt. They returned with a good report and 
encouraged Israel to move into the land God had promised; that they were well able to take it as 
God had said. The other ten spies were negative and fearful and made the hearts of the people 
weak with fear. Joshua and Caleb suffered forty years in the wilderness with the very same 
people who were walking in unbelief and murmuring. Those murmurers and complainers died in 
the wilderness, but Joshua and Caleb went into the Promised Land and inherited the promises 
because they “wholly followed the Lord”.  



It’s not a light thing to disregard the Word of the Lord. When we treat His directions lightly, we 
fall into confusion and darkness and lose our way. Jesus told us we must live by His Words. In 
Matthew chapter 7, He tells us that if we hear and do what He says, we are like wise men who 
build our house on the rock. If we hear, and do not, our house will be built on sand and will fall 
in the storms of life.  

Let’s hear Him, endure the war that accompanies obedience and get the full reward. 

 


