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DISCIPLESHIP
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JESUS’S DEFINITION OF BEING DISCIPLED
“Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” Matthew 4:19
Jesus was Intentional: “come, follow me”: a disciple KNOWS and follows Christ.
As infants, we need to be taught how to go to Christ.
“Follow me as I follow Christ.” I Corinthians 11:1
“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” I Peter 2:21
Jesus was Relational: “and I will make you”: a disciple is GROWING and being CHANGED by Christ.
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” John 15:1-2
“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you. This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15:7-8
Jesus was Strategic: “fishers of men”: a disciple is committed to the MISSION of Christ. GO make disciples
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all the nations…” Matthew
28:19-20
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone the new has come…We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
FOLLOWING JESUS’S MODEL FOR MAKING DISCIPLES.
“We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are
slow to learn. In fact, thought by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you elementary truths of God’s word all over again.
You need milk not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid
food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to
distinguish good and evil.” Hebrews 5:11-14

Question for the Disciplee: How long has it been since you were in an intentional,
character building relationship?
Question for the Discipler: Who has God already put in your life who you can intentionally help take the next steps toward Jesus?
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For Further Study

1. Jesus was intentional about His relationship with His disciples. What are some examples of how He was intentional to lead
or teach?

2. Jesus was intentional about many things that took place in the disciples’ lives. How did Jesus debrief with his disciples?
Do you ever have times where you debrief with others after an event?

3. Read John 6:2-14. Discuss how Jesus was intentional in training His disciples on this occasion.

•

What was Jesus teaching the disciples?

•

How did he set up the lesson?

•

How did Philip do on the test?

4. What does the statement “Preach Christ at all times, and if necessary use words” mean to you? How do you see this in your
parenting, marriage, work environment, neighborhood?

5. What does it look like to have a “go and make” strategy for discipleship? Here are some questions to consider…am I being
intentional in my relationships? Am I being strategic in the relationships that I’m in?

6. Have you seen success in making a disciple?
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