
INSIDE OUT LIVING 
Luke 11:37-54 

What is legalism?  

Legalism is an attempt to gain favor with God or to impress our fellow man by doing certain things (or avoiding other things), 
without regard to the condition of our hearts before God.  

LEGALISM IS MORE CONCERNED WITH PUTTING ON A GOOD FACE THAN INWARD GODLINESS 

37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But 
the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal. 39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now 
then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish 
people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the 
poor, and everything will be clean for you. 

WOE #1 LEGALISM MAJORS ON THE MINORS AND MINORS ON THE MAJORS 

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect 
justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 

“Why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said, Honor your father and mother and 
anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death. But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 
Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God, he is not to honor his father with it. 
Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.” Matthew 15:4-6 

WOE #2 LEGALISM CRAVES RECOGNITION FOR SPIRITUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and respectful greetings in the 
marketplaces. 

WOE #3 LEGALISM CONTAMINATES UNSUSPECTING PEOPLE 

44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk over without knowing it.” 

45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also.” 

WOE #4 LEGALISM BURDENS PEOPLE WITH PERIPHERAL COMMANDS 

46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, 
and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” 1 John 5:3 

WOE #5 LEGALISM PRETENDS OUTWARDLY TO HONOR GOD, BUT INWARDLY REFUSES TO LISTEN TO HIS VOICE 

47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your ancestors who killed them. 48 So you testify that 
you approve of what your ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his 
wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute. 50 Therefore 
this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 
51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this 
generation will be held responsible for it all. 

WOE #6 LEGALISM MISSES OUT ON THE JOY OF KNOWING THE LORD PERSONALLY AND HINDERS OTHER FROM 
KNOWING HIM AS WELL 

52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and 
you have hindered those who were entering.” 

“You shut the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying 
to.” Matthew 23:13 

53 When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with 
questions, 54 waiting to catch him in something he might say. 
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1. How has God been speaking to you this week? Or what challenges have you seen God work through this week? 

2. How would you answer someone who says that the church is full of hypocrites?  

3. How would you describe the Pharisees? Can you think of modern day Pharisees?  

4. Why did Jesus get angry with the Pharisees but show grace to the notorious sinners? What does this teach us about how God 
views “religious people”?  

5. Can you think of some church traditions that have no basis in the Bible? Are those traditions more important to some than the 
clear teachings of Jesus? Explain.  

6. Why did Jesus say “woe” six times? What were the six specific reasons that the Pharisees would experience woe? Of what “woes” 
might Jesus warn us?  

7. Is Jesus saying that God doesn’t want you to tithe? Explain.  

8. Why was it fair for Jesus to condemn the Pharisees for the forefathers’ sins?  

9. Has someone at church ever put “religious demands” on you? How did those demands affect the way that you viewed God?  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