Sunday, January 10, 2021
Message Notes
Pastor Jason Friesen

CULTIVATING A FRUITFUL LIFE - PART 2
LUKE: THE LIFE AND MISSION OF JESUS
Luke 8:15 -21
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THE GOOD AND HONEST HEART THAT CLINGS TO JESUS
15 But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word, cling to it with an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

CLINGING TO JESUS WITH STEADFAST ENDURANCE
Your Relationship With Jesus Is the Key to Bearing Fruit.
The Compacted Soil Represents a Calloused and Unresponsive Heart
“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the
vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given to you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15:4-8

What is the result of our abiding, holding fast to Jesus with an honest and good heart?

THE FRUIT THAT IS PRODUCED WHEN WE CLING TO JESUS WITH STEADFAST ENDURANCE
15 But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word, cling to it with an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

The Fruit of Character

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23

The Fruit of Righteousness and Peace That Comes From Discipline

“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” Hebrews
12:11

The Fruit of Lips That Confess Jesus

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise- the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:15

The Fruit of Converts

“Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.” John 4:36
“If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.” Philippians 1:22

The Fruit of Light

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find
out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in
secret. But everything exposed by light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible.” Ephesians 5:8-14a
16 “No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For nothing is
hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing concealed that will not be made known and brought to light. 18 So listen carefully, for whoever has will be given more, but
whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” Luke 8:16-18

The Fruit of Obedience

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” James 1:22
19 Now Jesus’ mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not get near him because of the crowd. 20 So he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing
outside, wanting to see you.” 21 But he replied to them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” Luke 8:19-21

The Secret of Abiding (adapted from The Secrets of the Vine by B. Wilkinson)
Principle #1 To break through to abiding, I must deepen the quality of my devoted time with God.
Set apart the kind of time that will build a relationship with him.
Savor God’s words to you.
Talk and listen to a Person.
Keep a written record of what God is doing in your life.
Principle #2 To break through to abiding I must broaden my devoted time- taking it from a morning appointment to an all-day attentiveness to His presence.

Week of January 10, 2021

For Further Study

Who’s Your One?

YOUR THOUGHTS
1.

How has God been speaking to you this week? Or what challenges have you seen God work through this week?

FOCUS ON THE PASSAGE
2.

Read Luke 8: 4-15. Why do you think Jesus used the parable of the soils? What was he trying to say about the different ways
people respond to the Gospel?

3.

In what ways does the Devil take the Word of God away from our hearts (verses 5 and 12)? How can we prevent this from
happening to us?

4.

What can cause a person to fall away from faith in Christ (verses 6 and 13)? What does Jesus mean by a Christian who doesn't
have any “roots"?

5.

How can "life's worries, riches and pleasures" choke the Word of God (verses 7 and 14)? How can riches or poverty be a
stumbling block?

6.

Can hard soil, rocky soil, and/or thorny soil ever become good soil (verses 8 and 15)? How?

7.

Read Colossians 2:6-8. How do we become rooted in Christ?

LIFE APPLICATION
8.

What is the evidence that the seed has landed on Good soil? How should that translate into the life of the believer? Why do we
need endurance to bear fruit?

9.

Which type of soil best describes you? What about your life best reflects the soil you think you are in?

