
Together We Will… Serve 

 

Day 8: The Holy Vessels of God Set Apart for Service 

 

During the early evening of Thursday of the Passion Week, Jesus gathers His disciples together 

for what is known as The Upper Room Discourse.  This gathering begins with Jesus washing the 

feet of His disciples, in John 13, and ends with Jesus praying for both present and future 

disciples, in John 17.  The evening of the Discourse begins with Jesus, the Word of God made 

flesh, modeling humble sacrificial service washing the feet of whose He created, and ends with a 

prayer that is foundational to us being sent into the world to serve Jesus. 

 

Pause:  Take a moment and marvel at the thought that almost 2,000 years ago Jesus was praying 

for you.  You would do well to become intimate with every phrase of the prayer. My prayer is 

that you would spend some time this week reading and meditating on the entire prayer of Jesus 

in John 17.  Record your what captures your heart. 

 

In verse 15, Jesus asks the Father not to take us out of the world but to keep us from the evil one.  

Jesus then prays, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. [18] As you sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. [19] And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they 

also may be sanctified in truth.” 

 

Throughout this passage, Jesus uses the verb hagiazo three separate times. In verse 17, we see 

Sanctify, and in verse 19, consecrated, and sanctified appear.  The word hagiazo means to be 

made holy; to be set apart. So, the focus in verse 19, when Jesus states He consecrates Himself 

for their sake so they may be sanctified in truth implies that we are to be set apart. Throughout 

scripture, God commanded things to be made holy and set apart to serve unto Him (for example, 

the tabernacle, temple, utensils in the holy places). In 1 Corinthians 3:16, we see the saint of God 

who have been redeemed, and are made holy and set a part for service for Him, through Him, 

and to Him. 

 

Prayerfully consider the following passages and record your thoughts:  

 

“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” 

(1 Corinthians 3:16) 

 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God? You are not your own, [20] for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20) 

 

“Within Jesus’ pray for His disciples “Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 

and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. [21] 

Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for 

honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.” 

(2 Timothy 2:20–21) 

 

 



This week, our focus will be centered around: Together We Will Serve. As we begin to dive into 

this week, we must understand that our service in the world is not based on a nonchalant attitude 

of engagement. Instead, our service in the world flows out of our salvation because we were not 

simply saved from something but for something. Our central calling in Jesus Christ is that we 

have been set apart as vessels for honorable use in every good work as Jesus directs. We do this 

because he has redeemed us, cleansed us, and made us holy by His death, burial, resurrection, 

and ascension of Jesus our Lord.  

 

What are the things that stand in the way of your faithful service and will you confess those 

things to Jesus? 

 

 

What do you think it means to be sent into the world in the same way Jesus was sent into the 

world? 

 

 

Share what God is teaching you with those in your community of faith. 


