
Together We Will… Worship 

 

Day 6: Work as Worship 

 

Man was created for work; it was not designed to be represented as a form of God’s judgement. 

God’s judgement towards work was emphasized after the fall, as we suffered a greater toil with 

less productivity.  

 

In Genesis 2, we are informed that there was no bush of the field and no small plant of the field 

had yet sprung… and there was no man to work the ground (Genesis 2:5). In verse eight, God 

begins to plant a garden in Eden, and after we are given a description of the garden in Eden, 

verse 15 declares that “the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work 

and keep it.” The Hebrew words avad (“work” or “till”) and shamar (“keep”, as referenced in 

verse 15) are used to describe a form of worship to the Lord and to keep his commandments, 

respectively. Man was created in the image of God, given the privilege of intimate knowledge of 

God, and called to work in the service of God. It is in that faithful service that man glorifies, 

services, and worships God.  

 

Often, we are perplexed to think work was designed as a gift to us, not a punishment. In Every 

Good Endeavor, Timothy Keller emphasizes “… work was not brought into our human story 

after the fall of Adam… it is part of the blessedness of the garden of God.” God gave Adam and 

Eve the responsibility of cultivating and caring for the garden, His garden. This decision did not 

simply make Adam and Eve gardeners; instead, it was intentionally designed as an opportunity 

for Adam and Eve to worship the Lord. Through our work, we can glorify and enjoy Him.  

 

Hundreds of times throughout the Bible the word avodah is referenced to mean both “to work” 

and “to worship.” Work is not a necessary evil of life, designed to fulfil the indispensable 

components of human life. Instead, “… it is a supreme gift from God and one of the main things 

that gives our lives purpose” (Keller, Every Good Endeavor). To view our work as worship, our 

mindset must shift from an individual, self-serving view, to one that that focuses on God’s 

purpose.  

 

“Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you 

would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves 

of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were  

serving the Lord, not people…” 

Ephesians 6:5-7 

 

 

Pause: Reflect on what you have just read.  Record your reflection. 

 

We often have a tendency to describe work as sacred (i.e., vocational ministry) or secular (i.e., 

anything outside of vocational ministry). However, God does not view our work in this light. 

William Tyndale, the first person to translate the Bible to English, stated, “there is no hierarchy 

of ministry, there is no work better than another to please God: to pour water, to wash dishes, to 



be a souter (cobbler), or an apostle, all are one; to wash dishes and to preach are all one, as 

touching the deeds to please God.” 

 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, [24] knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

(Colossians 3:23–24) 

 

What keeps you from seeing your work as worship? 

 

Who are you working for? 

 

Do you believe that the Holy Spirit lives in you to empower you in your job? 

 

Find two or three people in your church and ask them to participate in your journey to discover 

work as worship. 

 


