
Together We Will… Pray 

 

Day 15: The Lord’s Prayer: Hallowed Be Your Name 

 

When Jesus gave His disciples an example of how to pray, He proclaimed,  

“Pray then like this: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

[10] Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

[11] Give us this day our daily bread, 

[12] and forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

[13] And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.”  

(Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

This last week of the fast will be centered around the theme Together We Will Pray. As we 

begin, I think it is important that we be reminded of the obvious. The pronouns of the Lord’s 

Prayer are plural, which means that the context of this prayer is community. We pray with each 

other and for each other. Husbands and wives are to pray together; families are to pray together; 

friends are to pray together; we should pray together in fellowship, in Bible studies, and in small 

groups. We should pray as we walk our neighborhoods together, around our schools together, in 

our shopping centers together, in our government buildings together, and around our businesses 

together.  The Lord’s Prayer is a family prayer encouraging and guiding the family of faith in 

prayer TOGETHER. * (See below) 

 

Pause: Consider how you can be more proactive to pray with others. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer is not only emphasizing the community nature of our petitions, but this prayer 

sets the foundational concept that guides all of our prayers.  The question Jesus is answering 

about prayer is how we ask in a way that does not duplicate how the hypocrite prays. The first 

petition in this prayer establishes the foundation that guides all prayer, “Hallowed be your 

name.” 

 

John Piper states, 

 

"Now think about just the sheer implication of this for a moment: God is telling 

you this morning to pray to him, who is infinitely jealous for his name, that you 

should ask him to see to it that his name be hallowed. That’s very strange. He’s 

already infinitely engaged in the upholding of the glory of his name. That’s what 

jealousy means.   

 

Now this implication is that prayer is awesome. That God would say to you, the 

likes of you and me, ‘Engage with me. Engage with me in the bringing about of 



what is most burning on my heart — namely, the hallowing of my name in the 

world. Engage with me in that. Lay hold on me for that. Pursue me for that. Ask 

me for that.’ And if you were to say, ‘Why? Why? Why? Why doesn’t he just do 

it? If he’s so eager to do it, why doesn’t he just do it? Why does he tell me to tell 

him to do it?’ And all I know to say is with Pascal, ‘Prayer is God’s gracious gift 

of secondary causality.’ Does that help? Not much. 

 

But I don’t know what to say. All I know is: this is an awesome calling. If the 

universe is created to magnify the name of God and see to it that it’s hallowed in 

the world, and God comes to this fallen creation and says, ‘Now engage with me 

to get that done. Call upon me to do that. Tell me to do that. Pray to me to do that. 

It’s my first petition in the Lord’s prayer. I told my Son to teach you to do that, 

first of all, in praying. Come to me first of all and say, ‘Do it. Do it. Do it.’ I don’t 

know why, all I know is that’s a high calling. And I want to be there when he 

says, ‘Do it.’ I want to pray that way.” 

 

Pause: How does John Piper’s response to “Hallowed be your name” change the way you pray 

for yourself and others?  Downgrading the phrase “Hallowed be your name” to just a statement 

that encourages praise and thanksgiving is too lazy; there is much more here. I encourage you to 

pause and think deeply about this, and talk to others in your community about how this question 

might change the way in which we pray.  

 

 

 

 

 

*Some of you may read the passage suggested as well as the verses before and after; I encourage 

you to keep doing that. You may be perplexed to understand how the Lord’s Prayer is about 

praying with others when Matthew 6:6 teaches us, “But when you pray, go into your room and 

shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you.”   

 

Jesus is not condemning all public prayer. If we look at Matthew 6:1-6, Jesus is challenging 

religious behavior that is motivated by public viewing instead of one’s intimate relationship with 

the Father.  

 

 

 

 

 


