
Together We Will… Serve 

 

Day 12: Sent to Serve in the Same Way Jesus was Sent (part 3) 

 

The last two days we have reflected on passages related to three elements that John develops in 

his Gospel that helps us recognize how the Father sent the Son:   

▪ John describes that Jesus is the sent One of God 

▪ He was the Word of God made flesh who lived a life of perfect submission to the Father 

will’s 

▪ Jesus lived in a state of intimacy with the Father 

 

If we had time to look at every passage that describes these three topics, I believe you could 

quickly answer the question “How did the Father send the Son?” 

 

Jesus did not accomplish His mission through His own self-determined effort or authority, as one 

might expect from One who is fully divine.  Instead, John highlights the reality that Jesus Christ, 

the God-man, lived in intimate submission to the Father.  Jesus did nothing on His own initiative; 

He only did what the Father desired (5:19); He only said what He heard from the Father (3:34, 

7:17); He only judged as the Father judged (5:30). 

 

How did the Father send the Son?  The Word of God was made flesh (Jesus) and sent into the 

world to live in intimate submission to the Father’s will and direction.  

 

How did the Son send us?  We are the redeemed by God, and have been sent to the world by 

Jesus to live in intimate submission to the Father’s will and direction. We have been empowered 

by the Holy Spirit so that we may glorify God as we serve locally and to the ends of the earth. 

The key principle to understand is that this is our daily, intimate pursuit and submission to the 

Triune God. 

 

One of the greatest challenges we face in being able to faithfully serve God in the world is to 

think our service flows out of lavish plans and ideas. We get wrapped up in the hype of wanting 

God to bless our plans and ideas instead of stopping to pursue the intimate submission to the 

Father’s will and direction.  

 

My prayer is what we would just stop. Stop and pursue the intimate relationship with God 

TOGETHER, discern the will and direction of the Father TOGETHER, submit to His direction 

TOGETHER, walk in fullness of the Holy Spirit TOGETHER, in efforts to better serve God 

TOGETHER.  

 

For those who have already started to doubt that you could never walk in intimacy with the 

Father anywhere close to the way Jesus did, listen to how Jesus prayed for us: 

 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, [2] since you have given him authority 

over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. [3] And this is eternal life, that 

they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent… [14] I have given them 



your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of 

the world. [15] I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one. [16] They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. [17] Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. [18] As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 

[19] And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 

[20] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 

[21] that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. [22] The glory that you have given me 

I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, [23] I in them and you in me, that 

they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them 

even as you loved me. [24] Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with 

me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. [25] O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I 

know you, and these know that you have sent me. [26] I made known to them your name, and I 

will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I 

in them.”   

(John 17:1–3, 14-26) 

 

I do agree that I will never match Jesus’ prefect pursuit of the Father, but I cannot use that as 

excuse to not pursue the intimate knowledge of the Father through Jesus Christ in the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  

 

May the prayer of Paul be the prayer of our lives, 

 

that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death, [11] that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  

(Philippians 3:10–12) 

 

Pause: Spend some time in prayer as you reflect what the Holy Spirt has revealed through His 

Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


