
Together We Will… Serve 

 

Day 10: Sent to Serve in the Same Way Jesus was Sent (part 1) 

 

The central passage for Day Eight’s devotional was John 17:17-19.  If you recall, we focused on 

verses 17 and 19 as it discussed what it means to be set apart. Verse 18 is the precursor to the 

commissioning statement that John records in his gospel, and the first commissioning statement 

that Jesus gives after His resurrection.   

 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  

(John 17:18) 

 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 

 (John 20:21) 

 

John 17:18 was spoken by Jesus on the Thursday evening of His arrest, and John 20:21 was 

spoken on the Sunday evening of His resurrection. There are two ways to approach these two 

passages, and the one we choose will radically change the way we approach how we serve Jesus 

Christ. 

▪ First, our interpretation of these passages will be guided by the question, “What did the 

Father send the Son to do?”  

▪ Second, our interpretation of these passages will be guided by the question, “How did the 

Father send the Son to accomplish His mission?”   

 

If you choose the first question to guide your interpretation, then you will conclude that this 

commissioning statement is focused on the task Jesus has given us, much like the other four 

commissioning statements (See Matthew 28;18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47, and Acts 1:8). 

 

If you choose the second question to guide your interpretation, then you will seek to discover 

how the Father sent the Son to accomplish His task. As you discover how the Father sent the 

Son, you will also discover how the Son has sent you.  You will also begin to grasp what faithful 

service looks like in response to Jesus’ commissioning statement.  Let’s begin our journey of 

understanding. 

 

One of the central themes in John’s Gospel is that Jesus is the sent one of God. Throughout the 

book of John, John records Jesus confirming that He is sent from the Father 38 times. The 

following passages are samples of Jesus declaring He was sent from the Father. As you read 

them, remember that you have also been sent by Jesus.   

 

So, as you reflect on these passages, consider what it tells you about Jesus, but also how you 

have been sent by Jesus.   

 

“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.” 

 (John 3:17) 



 

“that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does 

not honor the Father who sent him. [24] Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from 

death to life."  

(John 5:23–24) 

 

“But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has 

given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father 

has sent me. [37] And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you 

have never heard, his form you have never seen, [38] and you do not have his word abiding in 

you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.” 

 (John 5:36–38) 

 

“Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me.” 

(John 7:33) 

 

“I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 

they may believe that you sent me.”  

(John 11:42) 

 

“And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent 

me. [45] And whoever sees me sees him who sent me.” 

 (John 12:44–45) 

 

“And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent… For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have 

come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.”  

(John 17:3 & 8) 

 

Pause: Reflect on what God is teaching you, and consider throughout the day, “How did the 

Father send the Son?  Also, remember you are a sent one of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


