
 
 
MEMBERSHIP INTERVIEWER INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
• Interviews are to be completed by a Pastor, Elder, or qualified Deacon. The 

purpose of the interview is to confirm a member’s affirmation with the doctrine 
and membership commitments, to hear their personal testimony of faith in Jesus, 
and for you to answer questions they may have regarding the church. This serves 
as a great chance for leadership to get to know better those that are seeking 
membership at Salem Chapel.  

• You may interview couples but fill out a separate form for the husband and wife. 
Be sure to receive a reply to each question from both the husband and the wife. 

• Each interview should take approximately 20 minutes.  
 
DURING THE INTERVIEW 
 
• Briefly introduce yourself. Be warm and genuine. Explain the purpose of the 

interview and that you plan to ask a few questions. 
• Begin with some introductory questions like: 

o Tell me about your family. 
o How long have you been coming to Salem Chapel? 
o Why would you like to be a member? 

 
ASK THE FOLLOWING FIVE QUESTIONS 
 
1. When did you embrace Jesus Christ by faith as your savior? 
 
Listen for a clear decision to personally surrender to Christ (acknowledgement of sin, 
belief in Jesus Christ, choice to personally follow Christ). If unclear, ask: 

- Can you explain . . .? 
- Are you trusting in Christ and Christ alone for your salvation? 
- How has Jesus Christ changed your life? 

 
If still unclear, share the Gospel with the person. Then say: Have you ever embraced 
Jesus Christ by faith? Would you like to today? 
 
2. Have you been baptized as a believer? 
 
All candidates should have been baptized as a believer. 
 
Occasionally, they have not and need to do so the next time we do baptisms in 
service. Indicate that on the interview form. 
 
If the person was baptized as an infant, he/she should be baptized again as an adult. 
 
 



3. Are you in agreement with the six commitments for Salem Chapel membership? 
 
These six commitments were taught in the Membership Class. However, read each 
commitment during the interview.  
 
1. I have by faith become a follower of Jesus Christ and I have been baptized as a 

visible way of demonstrating that commitment. 
 
2. Because a disciple is committed to the Word, I will seek to spent time in it on a 

consistent basis because God’s Word provides the direction I need for every 
aspect of my life. 

 
3. Because a disciple is committed to worship, I will seek to live all of my life 

surrendered to the Lord in obedience to the Word of God understanding this is 
the heart of my worship and response to the Lord’s love for me. 
 

4. Because a disciple is committed to prayer, I will seek to consistently commune 
with the Lord. I understand He desires a growing relationship with me by 
celebrating who He is, taking my burdens to Him, thanking Him for what He has 
done, and interceding on others’ behalf. 

 
5. Because a disciple is committed to community, I will walk in fellowship with other 

believers at Salem Chapel by participating in Life Groups and the weekend 
gathering. To maintain unity in fellowship, I will neither criticize or listen to criticism 
concerning any member(s) of this body and will, when personally offended, speak 
directly and lovingly with those involved. 

 
*If a person is not yet in a Life Group, talk with him/her about the importance of 
Life Group involvement and seek to plug him/her into a group. 
 

6. Because a disciple is committed to mission, I will have a growing passion to seek 
opportunities to share the gospel with others, steward my time and talents both in 
and outside Salem Chapel, as well as financially support the ministries of this 
church. I will do this so every man, woman and child can have repeated 
opportunities to hear and respond to the gospel of Christ. 

 
*If a person is not yet serving in a Salem Chapel ministry, talk with him/her about 
the importance of doing so.  
 

4. Are you leaving your previous church in a manner which is above reproach? 
 
The purpose of this question is to make sure each person is leaving another church in 
a way that honors the Lord. If they ask for clarification, you can say: “Is there a conflict 
or discipline situation that you are leaving behind at your former church?” 
 
Note: People cannot be members at two churches. They should notify a former 
church that they are becoming members at Salem Chapel and ask for a letter of 
transfer to be sent to Salem Chapel. 
 
5. Do you have any questions regarding the doctrine of Salem Chapel? 
 
Each person should have read the “What We Believe” statement of doctrine at Salem 
Chapel. 
 
• Ask each person to sign the interview form. 



• Read the box at the bottom of the interview form: 
 

“What’s next? Based on your clear testimony of personal faith in Jesus Christ, your 
baptism as a believer, your agreement with these membership commitments, and 
your completion of the Membership Class, we warmly welcome you into the Salem 
Chapel family! Your name will appear on the screens for two weeks. After which 
time you will receive an email confirming your membership and you be presented 
to the church.” 
 

• Close by praying with each person. 
 
FOLLOW UP 
 
• Submit the completed Membership Interview Form in Planning Center. 
 
• If there are concerns with an individual graciously say, “There is no rush in 

becoming a member at Salem Chapel, let’s take some time to prayerfully consider 
what we have discussed today and set up another time to talk.” 

 
 
 

 
 


