In August of 2004 this church was planted by a group of people who were committed to biblical principles and a desire to be a
church that stood upon the gospel of Jesus Christ. They believed God was calling them to be a church body that embraced a God
given mission to be a lighthouse of good news to the city of Winston-Salem, our state, our nation, and the entire globe for the
glory of God.
It has always been this church’s desire and heartbeat to see God do a work here in Winston Salem and beyond that could only be
attributed to Him.
Fast forward to 2018, God has been doing a great work in and through Harvest for almost a decade and a half now. Over the last
fourteen years, the people of this church have seen the evidence of God’s greatness all around us: in the hundreds who have
come to saving faith in Christ, through the hundreds of baptism stories, through the marriages that have been restored, through
the children and students who have grown up in our midst and gone on to live their lives for Jesus, through the grace that has
carried people through dark and difficult times, through the new churches we have helped to launch and the established
churches that we have been able to encourage, through the impact and influence we have been privileged to make in our
community and in various places around the world—and through all those whose lives have been transformed by the Spirit of
God.
We have so much to be grateful for! It is only because of God’s goodness and greatness that what began in August of 2004 as a
small group of people meeting in Jefferson Middle School is now a thriving local church. It would be easy to settle in, get
comfortable, and coast toward our future… but Harvest isn’t that kind of church. We don’t believe God calls us to mediocrity, or
to be happy with the status quo. We will continually be asking God, “Where do you want us to go and what are you leading us to
pursue for your honor and glory?”
It is our hope that whether you’ve been attending for a week, or for the past fourteen years, Harvest is not a place, but a people.
We know that our home is not an earthly building but an eternal destination. The people of this church have never used our lack of
a permanent facility as an excuse to not be fully engaged in pursuing our mission. However, we recognize that the right tool in the
right hands at the right time can enable us to go further, faster into an even broader ministry footprint. So we find ourselves at this
defining moment in our church’s history. The entire elder team is firmly convinced that this facility can be used as a tremendous
tool for the ministries here. A place we have access to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year is not only our strong desire,
but the needed next step for this church.
We truly believe that the best days of this church body are still ahead. We are convinced that the Lord desires to do So Much More
in and through each of us
MORE GLORY as we seize the opportunities the Lord will place in front of us to glorify Him in greater ways as we acquire this
facility.
MORE GROWTH as we are challenged and inspired into a deeper walk with the Lord by pursuing and embracing what the Lord
desires to teach us through this opportunity.
MORE GENEROSITY as we seek the Lord for how He would desire to grow our understanding and attitude of generosity by
investing in something that is greater than ourselves, and will outlast ourselves.
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
-Ephesians 3:20-21

QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE
CAN WE REALLY DO THIS?
It’s fair to ask whether we can really do this as a church. Is this a pipe dream or is it a distinct possibility?
We as elders have sought wise financial counsel, as well as talked to a number of churches that have walked this same road. After much
prayer, fasting, and gathering of information, We feel confident that this opportunity is achievable if 100% of the people that call Harvest
their home sacrificially give to this endeavor as the Lord directs.
The goal of $600,000 is a financial stretch for Harvest. Our church has always been resourced by many people sharing the load, not
simply a few making it all happen—which is how it should be! We believe the same will be true with this So Much More Initiative. This will
stretch us all, however, we know that anything of significance in God’s Kingdom requires sacrifice.
The amount needed is attainable because it is based on (a)our understanding around our current giving profile and (b)the example of
thousands of churches who have done this. There is a body of knowledge on the subject of capital initiatives, and our church fits within
these well established parameters.
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WHAT COULD THIS LOOK LIKE
FOR OUR CHURCH?
Here is one possible profile for a
church with giving patterns like ours.
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Each of these gift amounts is a one time gift above your regular giving to the church. Can you see yourself on this chart? The specific
numbers aren’t what is important.What matters is that you prayerfully and carefully consider what God would have you to do. For all of us,
our eyes naturally go to a number on that chart that seems doable for us. I want to encourage you to consider how you could stretch
yourself beyond that first thought and consider how God may be calling you to a place of true sacrificial giving. Just as this project is a
step of faith for our church, we want each of us to step out in faith as well.
HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE IN THIS?
As you’re thinking about your financial part, you may be wondering, “How can I do it? Where will the money come from?” You could find
resources to give in several different ways:
Savings. Give from your accumulated resources (investments, RRSPs, etc.) and trust God to replenish them over time.
Spend Less. Think through your household budget and find places where you could reduce your ongoing expenses to free up money
for this opportunity.
Skip Something. Is there a larger purchase that you could put off for now and instead reallocate those funds? Maybe delay that big
vacation, or your next car purchase, or that new TV.
Sell Something. Perhaps you have an item (car, boat, property, jewelry, etc.) that you could liquidate and give the proceeds to the
campaign.
Step Out. Trust the Lord to provide in a way that you can’t fully see right now. Say to him, “If you put it in my hand, I will put it in your
house.”
WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS?
We are encouraging everyone to do the following:
Commit. We need 100% of the people that call Harvest their home to be praying for how the Lord would want them to participate in this
endeavor. Prayer expresses our dependence upon God and our submission to His will and His ways. Without prayer, nothing else
matters. Ask Him what part He would want you to play financially in the campaign.
Contribute. Take some time to evaluate your financial resources. Be creative in how you could free up additional funds for this
opportunity. If you are married, talk and pray through all of this very honestly with your spouse so that you are on the same page. After
taking time to pray and hearing from the Lord, act out of obedience to what He has directed you to give.
Celebrate. This is so much more than a building. It is about what God wants to do in and through our lives by participating in this God
sized endeavor of His church. Whatever God puts in your heart to do, do it! Give generously and sacrificially out of your love for the Lord,
for His church, and for the mission
SACRIFICE IS GIVING UP SOMETHING YOU LOVE FOR SOMETHING YOU LOVE MORE.
Sunday March 25th we will have a special time in our service when you will turn in your commitment card stating what the Lord has led
you or your family to give financially to this building opportunity.
Then on May 20th we will have a special offering service at the Arts Council Building at 10am where you will bring your financial gift
indicated on your commitment card and we will rejoice at the Lord’s provision!
You are Loved!
Harvest Bible Chapel Elders

