
Pt. 4, “The Shield of Faith”



	The Armor of God
	Part 1: The Belt of Truth
	Part 2: The Breastplate of Righteousness
	Part 3: Feet Shod with the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace




	Ephesians 6:10-20, “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
	13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so 




	that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 




	which is the word of God.
	18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”




	Ephesians 6:16, “In addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” 




	The Devil’s Destructive Nature Revealed
	John 10:10, “The thief come only to steal and kill and destroy.”
	 1 Peter 5:8,, “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

	Knowing the intensity of the warfare that we are engaged in, God has provided spiritual protection for his people. 




	“In the Old Testament, the shield was used as an image for God’s protection for His people.” - Andrew T. Lincoln

	Genesis 15:1, 
	“After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying,
	“ Do not fear, Abram,
I am a shield to you;
Your reward shall be very great.”





	Psalm 18:2, 
	“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
	My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge;
	My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”

	Psalm 18:30b, “He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.”




	Psalm 18:35, 
	“You have also given me the shield of Your salvation,
	And Your right hand upholds me;
	And Your gentleness makes me great.”

	Psalm 28:7a, “The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I am helped.”





	Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

	Habakkuk 2:4b, “But the righteous will live by his faith.”

	Matthew 17:20, “And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.” 






	Romans 5:1-2, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.” 

	Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”




	Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 

	Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”





	Faith Defined: “A conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervour born of faith and joined with it…It is the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ.”

	Faith is the confident assurance that God is who he says he is and will do all that he said he will do.




	“Faith is mentioned throughout the letter and in this context it is the confident trust in and receptiveness to Christ and his power that protects the whole person. Faith takes hold of God’s resources in the midst of the onslaughts of evil and produces the firm resolve which douses anything the enemy throws at the believer.” - Andrew T. Lincoln




	When we have faith in God, He allows us access to His resources, and we stand in His power, and just as the devil is powerless to do anything against God, he becomes powerless to do anything against the children of God!




	The Purpose of the Shield of Faith

	Ephesians 6:16b,“…extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”

	  “The Christian’s shield effectively counteracts the danger of such diabolical missiles not merely by arresting or deflecting them, but by actually quenching the flames to prevent them from spreading.” - A. Skevington Wood




	“The skins and hides that covered the shields would extinguish the incendiary arrows, preventing the wood from catching fire.  Furthermore, before battle the shields were immersed in water, soaking the leather cover and canvas beneath the leather, which also aided in extinguishing the flaming missiles….the metaphorical language depicts this shield of resolute faith that protects believers from spiritual harm aimed at them by the evil one. It




	not only stops the fiery weapons of attack but actually extinguishes them, this rendering them useless. Believers must be wary of laying aside  their shields of faith and attempting to fight the battle in their own strength.” - Harold W. Hoehner





	What kind of arrows does the evil one hurl at the people of God? 
	Arrows of fear, doubt, anxiety, sickness, etc.




	“Here the burning arrows represent every type of assault devised by the evil one, not just temptation to impure or unloving conduct but also false teaching, persecution, doubt, and despair. Faith is the power which enables believers to resist and triumph over such attacks.” - Andrew T. Lincoln




	James 4:7, “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

	How do you walk by faith? 
	- Have genuine faith in God (saving faith).  
	- Grow in that relationship by spending time in prayer, in worship, and in the Word. 
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