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Through Stained Glass: 
November Full of  Thanksgiving  

 

 Some months it takes a while for me to find a 
topic to write about for this space. I do not have this 
problem in November. We have a lot to be thankful 
for this month, and I’ll do my best here to share the 
reasons why! 

Want to know one of my favorite activities to 
do here at church? If you haven’t figured it out, I love 
to look at old photos and listen to your stories. I had 
the occasion to do this a few weeks ago at the annual 
wiener roast at the Boss household. Someone brought 
photos from costume parties, past wiener roasts, and 
those legendary gatherings at the Ulrich place. Of 
course, it is always fun to chuckle at the different 
styles of attire through the decades and “ooh and 
ahh” over the blue carpet in the sanctuary, but what I 
love more is listening to you long-time members 
sharing your memories with those of us who are new
[ish] to the community. Each time I do, and I hear 
you laugh and share, “So, and so loved this church,” 
it makes me grateful to be your pastor. All Saints’ 
Day is when we recognize those who loved us into 
this place and time. It is a day we remember God’s 
faithful and steadfast love through the ages and 
God’s presence as we become the Beloved 
Community. 

Know why else I love this day? It is a day 
when we can acknowledge the grief we carry as 
individuals and as a community. To acknowledge our 
sadness, sorrow, and the losses we have opens our 
hearts up to healing. Remember what Jesus said in 
Matthew 5? “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” Suppressing it or pretending not 
to grieve is unhealthy and, in the end, more painful. 
More positively, mourning is a sign of love and a 
relationship that makes a difference in someone’s 
life. Being together and creating space to listen to our 
grief is one thing we do well at 1PC; for that, I’m 
grateful! 

November 6th is also Pledge Sunday. A 
pledge is a statement of faith, a proclamation that 
says ‘yes’ to God’s calling to us to be a community 
where mercy abounds, forgiveness is experienced, 
and love flows from our sanctuary to the streets. One 
way we respond to God’s grace in our lives is by 

committing our financial resources to the ministry of 
our congregation. We have a historical legacy here in 
Lincoln and Logan County that is possible because of 
saints like you. Your pledge helps us embody our 
faith in the Triune God who is bringing forth beauty 
and community within 1PC and beyond our walls. 
Your pledge bears witness to the faithful and, at 
times, challenging work the Triune God is nurturing 
at the corner of Pekin and Ottawa. For your 
faithfulness, I give thanks! 

As the days grow shorter in November, I 
thank the Triune God for 1PC. Did you know that 
Eucharist means thanksgiving? The Eucharist is the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. At the table of 
Christ Jesus, we enter into the very heart of the 
Trinity, where we experience with all our senses the 
same love that brought forth all that is beautiful in the 
world. If you listen closely to the Prayer of 
Thanksgiving, we remember the story of salvation 
and the Triune God’s relentless love for all creation. 
When we break bread and drink the cup, we not only 
rehearse, but embody the very love of Christ Jesus – 
a love that seeks liberation and never domination. 
The table is one of becoming and belonging, “Where 
no one is left out!” As Thanksgiving approaches, 
may we be intentional in the ways we express our 
gratitude for the renewing and reforming love of 
God, who even now is bringing forth something new! 

Finally, November is the end of the year. The 
last Sunday in November begins our Advent journey. 
Advent is the season we listen to the story of the 
incarnation – and we contemplate the reality that the 
Christ child didn’t come from nothing. Instead, the 
Christ comes from everything – from the universal 
stuff of life! In Christ, God comes to us not first as a 
teacher and savior, but as a hungry child. In the 
ordinariness of a birth, comes the extraordinary good 
news that the Divine Creator of the Universes is a 
part of our story. And for this, I’m thankful to 
experience this wondrous love with you! 

See, there’s so much for which to be thankful. 
I can’t wait to listen to our lives together this 
November. 

See you at the Kirk House! 

Adam 

 

  
Volume 11 /  November 2022 



2 

 

 

MINISTRY OF OUR HANDS  

 
LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY 

 Rick Releford and Norm Newhouse provided the 
following distribution comparison report for 
September. 

 
        Sept.       Aug. 
Individuals served.           1095        938 
Children served.                 337        289 
Households served.            351        297 
 
September shows a sizable increase with customers to 
LLFP.  We continue to sign up new customers at the 
food pantry. 
 
Central Illinois Foodbank has seen decreases of 
USDA food commodities delivered each 
month.  "The foodbank works with over 150 feeding 
programs throughout its 21-county service area to 
serve over 100,000 food insecure individuals and 
families." (including LLFP too). 
 
CIFP distributed 12,000,000 total pounds of food 
distributed throughout the service area. 
 
CIFP, Feeding America (locally IGA, Aldi's, 
Walmart), local citizens, and churches continue to 
support our mission at LLFP to provide food items to 
Logan  County residents. 
 

We and our volunteers thank you for your support! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRACTICE OF SERVING 

The Center for Creativity & Community includes 

support for current youth activities of the Center, as 

well as investment in creating a long-term identity, 

plan and scope of work for the Center. 

If you have questions about our work, the process or 

our conclusions, please contact Cathy Maciariello, 
MOH co-chair, or any member of the MOH Team. 

THE CENTER FOR CREATIVITY & COMMUNITY 

We continue to enjoy the energetic and colorful 

interactions that take place in the Center for 

Creativity & Community from 3-5pm on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays! During the month of October, one 

highlight has been watching high school students step 

into leadership positions and create art and/or 

movement-centered exercises for the middle school 

students. We also couldn’t be more thrilled with the 

new regular adult volunteers who show up, make 

friends, and assist in creating a community 

atmosphere in this growing group of students. Some 

recent activities have included frisbee golf, sidewalk 

chalk creations, interactive cartooning lessons, 

volleyball, and painting pumpkins. Special thanks to 

the guest presenters who have spent time with us so 

far! 

OCTOBER SESSION REPORT 

With the lack of a quorum Session did not meet in 
October.  However, two items of business were 
addressed by E-votes in the days following the 
scheduled meeting. 

Two building use requests were approved.  A request 
was received from Peter and Eliza Ahart to use the 
second floor youth area on Dec. 17 for a birthday 
gathering for their son Jackson.  Request was 
approved with no dissent. 

A request was received from Holly Thomas on behalf 
of Lincoln Memorial Hospital to use the Christian 
Education building on the second Friday of each 
month  for the meetings of a bereavement support 
group.  Request was approved with no dissent. 

 

MINISTRY OF OUR RESOURCES  

The Ministry of Resources Team is working on 
developing our 2023 budget.  We mailed everyone in 
our directory our 2023 pledge cards.  Knowing your 

Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry donation focus  
for the month of November is hand cream & 

body lotion. 
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pledges enable us to plan for the important work we 
do for everything from paying the bills to supporting 

the many local mission efforts in our community.  
You can help by returning your pledge cards by 
Sunday November 6th when we will dedicate our 

pledges and lives all over again, reminding the world 
and ourselves that we are here—together—to do 
God’s work of shining light in the world.  Thank you 

for continuing to show us your faith with your 
pledges and offerings.  May it continue to serve in 
ministry to all who enter our church doors and to the 

many others who need our support  in our 
community. 

MINISTRY OF THE HEART  

There is nothing like autumn’s welcome chill to 

accompany us in celebrating these colorful days as 

we transition from October to November. October 

began with the annual Blessing of the Animals 

Service on Sunday the 2nd (see photos). This has 

become a beloved tradition as we rejoice over the 

lives of our furry friends in the spirit of St Francis of 

Assisi, whose feast day is the same week. All month 

we enjoyed the secretive project of “showering” our 

pastor during Pastor Appreciation Month. So many 

of you were generously responsive with your mailed 

greeting cards, gift cards, and other goodies, and we 

hope Adam feels the fondness with which we think 

of him! We enjoyed having guest preacher, Dan 

Frachey, with us on October 16 so that our pastor 

could have a Sunday off. And the last two Sundays 

of the month included a festive Weiner Roast at 

Connie Boss’s home on the 23rd as well as a rousing 

Reformation Sunday celebration on Sunday, October 

30 – complete with bagpipes! 

In November, the Ministry of the Heart team 

prepares for Christ the King Sunday on November 

20th hand then the first Sunday of Advent on 

November 27th. We will be continuing our adult 

Wednesday night (Kirk night) Bible Study on the 

Song of Songs until the 23rd when we will take a 

break for the Thanksgiving holiday. The Kirk Night 

Youth are following the lectionary readings for the 

month and benefitting from a deeper dive into the 

scriptures as well as life practices to live those out. 

Tea at 2 will be meeting at Starbucks every Tuesday 

afternoon during November for a time of gathering 

to share our lives in an informal and friendly manner. 

Adam will buy your beverage if it is your first time 

at tea. The men’s monthly breakfast gathering is 

scheduled for November 22 at IMO’s 8 a.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Coming Up in Worship 

November 1st is All Saints’ Day. All Saints’ Day is a 

time to rejoice in all who, through the ages, have 

faithfully served the Risen Christ. The day reminds us 

that we are part of one continuing, living communion 

of saints. To rejoice with all the faithful of every 

generation expands our awareness of a great company 

of witnesses above and around us like a cloud 

(Hebrews 12:1). On Sunday, November 6th, we will 

celebrate All Saints’ Day at 1PC in worship. We 

will bear witness to the saints in our lives in two 

ways. First, we will read the names of beloved 1PC 

members who completed their baptism this past year. 

We will also celebrate All Saints’ Day by making an 

altar with candles and name cards to honor those in 

our lives who now rest in God’s eternal presence. If 

you would like to bring a photo or an artifact to place 

on the table, please feel free to do so. 
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CHURCH FAMILY CHRISTMAS 

GATHERING 

Sunday, December 11, 2022    

2:00-4:00 p.m.        

Please save the afternoon of December 11 as our 

church family takes time to gather together and 

await the birth of Jesus.  We, as a family, will 

enjoy Christmas goodies and share the love and 

fellowship of being together.   

We also will pause on our Advent journey and 

share a variety of Nativity scenes (arranged in the 

parlor, chapel, and sanctuary). These can be 

nativity sets, ornaments, needlework, stained 

glass, paintings, something your child made in 

Sunday School--anything that represents the holy 

birth.  If you have one or two scenes to share, 

please contact Charlise Leesman at 217-732-7365 

or email at kcleesman@frontier.com.  We also 

ask you to please jot down a brief description of 

your scene.  For example, is it an heirloom, a gift, 

who made it, purchased while traveling, etc.   

There will be a handout for people to read as they 

view the treasures.  We need this information no 

later than November 13.  Any questions—please 

call Charlise.   

We hope your heart will be filled with love and 

your spirit engaged as we make this Advent  

journey  together.   

Important Dates to mark your Calendars:  

Sunday, November 6th : Pledge Sunday 

Tuesday, November 8th: Session Meeting 

Tuesday, November 22nd: Men’s Breakfast 

                  IMO’s 8 A.M. 

Sunday, November 27th:   First Sunday of Advent 

 

Sunday's Worship Service will also 

be streamed on 

Facebook 

Live:  


