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Through Stained Glass: 
Fall is for the Heart  

I've been working on the final project for my 

Doctorate for eight months. During this time, I've 

been researching, interviewing, writing, editing, and 

creating what I have titled, "Re/Imagining a 

Missional Community: An Ethnographic Study of 

Congregational Intersection between Mission and 

Theology." As the cultural relevance of the local faith 

community continues to decline, many have asked, 

"How do we survive this crisis?" Or, to put it more 

simply, where do we go from here? The project 

revealed that this isn't the question the church needs 

to ask. Instead, a more helpful, curious question is, 

"Who is the church?" 

On paper, it is easy to answer this question. We 

are First Presbyterian Church, a historical community 

of faith in Lincoln, Illinois, where we've been a 

presence proclaiming the good news of the Risen 

Christ for over 160 years. From our inception, 1PC 

has been committed to God's mission in various 

ways, evolving and manifesting to meet the needs of 

the current moment. While the statistics of our 

congregation may not reflect what they once were, 

we are hopeful as ever. And hope is not something  

that statistics can measure! 

The question remains, "who is the church?" The 

pandemic recently reminded us that the church is the 

people. Long before denominations and budgets, the 

church's identity was defined as a community of 

people created, called, equipped, and sent by the 

Triune God to bear witness to the Reign of God. 

Shaping the church was the story of God found in 

Scripture—a love affair between God and God's 

creation. Guided by the Holy Spirit, the people of 

God, or the church in Christian vocabulary, carry out 

the mission of God in the world—or the missio Dei. 

The church's identity lies not in what it does, but in 

what God does in and through them. To be a 

missional church means to find our way into what the 

Triune God is already creating. Our call is to share 

preaching, teaching, and healing in the ministry of 

Jesus the Christ. We at 1PC announce the beloved 

community of God's reign by engaging our hearts, 

hands, and resources. These ministries help shape, 

train, equip, guide—cultivate—our identity, vision, 

and action! 

For more than one and half centuries, our church 

has nurtured and participated in God's reign through 

various practices. Such practices are baptism, 

communion, reconciliation, and hospitality. During 

my interview with more than 30 of you, hospitality 

was mentioned as a practice we do well and is 

essential to our ministry. Many in our congregation 

and Lincoln/Logan County speak to how we 

incarnate Paul's words in Romans 15, "Welcome one 

another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God." As your pastor, I find comfort and 

inspiration in this revelation. Despite modernity's 

optimistic expectations of individual freedom, 

reason, market capitalism, advanced technology, and 

the disillusionment, anxiety, and cynicism they 

produce, you all find peace in the presence of one 

another—a sign of the reign of God in our midst. As 

societies scatter seeds of division and despair, 

aggression and suspicion, the ministry of 1PC 

witnesses to the spaciousness of the Triune God, to 

community of interdependency and generosity, and a 

love that converts hostility into hope, enemy into 

guest, fear into faith. (Nouwen) 

To answer the question, "Who is the church?' we 

must cultivate a theology of listening. We must listen 

to the stories of Scripture, the ones our lives tell, and 

those of the community. Listening is a matter of the 

heart. It is the core of hospitality. Listening is how 

we discern the narrative God is weaving in our 

midst—and where ours intersects with those we call 

neighbors. The reign of God incarnated in Jesus the 

Christ was possible because Jesus listened to the 

lived experiences of the people—folks like you, me, 

and our neighbors. Our participation in God's 

imagination begins when we listen from our hearts! 

Indeed, fall Is for the heart. I invite you into a 

season of listening. Consider connecting with others 

beyond Sunday morning worship, at Kirk Night or 
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other Heart Ministry offerings. Above all, I encourage 

you to join me in listening to the Spirit who is 

reimaging us even now. Together is the only way we 

can answer the question, who is the church? And the 

only way to answer it is to live the question together! 

   

Adam  

 

COLUMBARIUM HELP! 

First Presbyterian Church has been the focal point 

shaping the spiritual life of individuals and families 

for more than 160 years. The seasons of life are 

celebrated—birth, baptism, worship, marriage, 

spiritual growth, and death in the Risen Christ. As a 

people of faith, God assures us that death is never the 

final word. With this truth, we celebrate and honor 

members' lives in the very location where we most 

often share the love of Jesus Christ. 

We need friends to oversee the columbarium, 

provide information to inquirers, and work with the 

Administrative Assistant to provide name plates for 

the niches. If you are interested in knowing more 

about what is involved in this ministry, ask Adam. 

And if you're interested in more information 

regarding the columbarium, ask Adam!  

 

Ministry of our Hands  

LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY 

 Rick Releford and Norm Newhouse provided the 

following distribution comparison report for July:  

June July 

1206 1180 individuals served 

381  349 children  

369  380 households 

Summertime produce has arrived....donations 

look very good, tomatoes, eggplant, zucchini, 

cucumbers, and recently, sweet corn! Have you heard 

of green zebra tomatoes? Yep, we had those too. 

Thank you to area farmers and home gardeners! 

Feeding America reports indicate one out of every 

six of our neighbors needs help right now. Nearly 

every food bank/pantry in the country has reported 

increased or steady demand for food and essentials. 

Your support with garden produce, non-

perishable grocery items, and monetary donations is 

very much appreciated. 

Donation focus for the month of September is 

Dish Soap. 

SUMMER PROJECTS 

The Summer Food Program ended on June 30. 

The program served 11,273 meals. A huge 

“THANKS” to everyone who participated in this 

important project. 

In July, we collected a large box of school 

supplies for the Salvation Army’s School Donations 

Program.  

We will soon be gearing up again for Food for 

Thought for the first semester of the school year. 

Please watch the bulletin for an announcement about 

signing up to help. 

During August, we began soliciting items for the 

Head Start/Christian Child Care Holiday Shopping 

Project in December. The request for September is 

new children’s books geared for ages 3-5; small 

stuffed animals; and children’s toys. 

 

PLANNING 

The Ministry of Our Hands Team is continuing its 

discernment and planning work. We are blessed by 

the commitment, insights and compassion of all the 

team members—whose careful contemplation of how 

the Triune God seeks to work in and through us has 

helped us understand that our mission work is not 

something we decide on our own to do, but rather is 

the loving response to God’s expression of grace in 

the world. Our approach has been one of listening—a 

listening that leaves space for the whisper of God and 

for the cries of God’s people to be heard. Based on 

our discussions, prayer and study of scripture, we 

have adopted the following statement of call to guide 

all our Ministry of the Hands work going forward:  

  

Called by God, sent by Christ,  
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we boldly 

serve our neighbors by embodying love, 
affirming diversity, advocating for justice, and 
nurturing God's compassionate community. 
 

We also have identified four areas of focus for 

2023: (1) Direct Support to Organizations, (2) The 

Center for Creativity and Community, (3) Outreach 

and Education, and (4) The Fund to Address 

Community Insecurity. Direct Support to 

Food for Thought  

Sign Up 
will be 

Sunday, September 4 
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Organizations includes contributions to those 

organizations the MOH Team deems are important 

partners in advancing the missional goals and values 

of First Presbyterian Church. The Center for 

Creativity and Community includes support for 

current youth activities of the Center, as well as 

investment in creating a long-term identity, plan and 

scope of work for the Center going 

forward. Outreach and Education includes activities, 

materials, speakers, etc. to support our presence at 

places in the community (outside the church setting) 

where needs or opportunities arise to demonstrate 

our advocacy, create safe gathering/support for 

threatened or neglected communities, and/or promote 

learning and dialogue around the important social 

and cultural topics. The Fund to Address Community 

Insecurity will adapt and respond to a range of 

growing insecurities within the community as 

identified throughout the year through our own 

education and in dialogue with our critical 

community service partners. 

Embedded in this approach are these values 

which the MOH Team embraces: service, 

engagement, empathy and imagination; we also 

depend on the major strengths of our church, such as 

education and experience; collaboration, humility 

and hospitality; organization; infrastructure, i.e. 

facilities and farmland; history and legacy; and 

financial resources. We realize that having an impact 

through our MOH activities will require fearlessness, 

curiosity, discipline, flexibility and patience, and we 

continue to cultivate these skills.  

We sincerely hope that through our direct 

engagement with the community, people will 

perceive First Presbyterian Church as actively 

involved in the community; a place anchored in 

reality; a church they can trust; a reckoned force for 

change, inclusion, justice and affirmation; a place 

willing to take risks; and a group of people living 

together as a compassionate community. As a result, 

we further hope that people will bring their ideas, 

questions and issues to First Presbyterian Church—

and that our church will alleviate pain and insecurity 

in the community. 

More detail on our work will follow as we 

develop our budget for 2023. As always, we are 

grateful to the church for enabling this work and to 

the Presbytery of Great Rivers for supporting it. 

 

CENTER FOR CREATIVITY & COMMUNITY  

The Center for Creativity & Community exists as 

an opportunity for students to experience an ordinary 

space which transforms from safe space into brave 

space. Here’s what that means: The space is 

welcoming and affirming—a place for students to 

tell their own stories, because only with such 

acceptance, does it then become possible to 

transform into a brave space—a place students can 

live their questions instead of being required to have 

answers. The Center fosters creativity by holding 

generous capacity for students to explore who they 

are through a variety of mediums while nurturing 

community. We are a group of diverse people 

celebrating our uniqueness while becoming 

advocates and allies for change within schools and 

communities. 

We believe that everyone is creative, and a sense 

of belonging is imperative for a healthy, vibrant 

community. More to the point: cultivating creativity 

and inclusive community gives young people a 

framework by which to understand and contribute 

within society in ways that are both generative and 

transformative. But don’t think shaping leaders for 

the future is all we’re about. At least as important is 

the brilliance inherent within these young people 

NOW. This is what we hope to companion and 

witness in the context of our creative pursuits, our 

playful banter, our gentle listening. 

Please check out our Facebook page (search: The 

Center for Creativity & Community) and watch this 

short video: https://fb.watch/e_fJKMoi1I/. Got 

specific questions? Please don’t hesitate to reach out 

v i a  F a c e b o o k  M e s s en g e r  o r  em a i l 

(fpcyouth@preslincoln.org). 

If this sounds like something you (or your young 

person) want to get on board with, great! We meet 

from 3-5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our first 

week of programming is the week after Labor Day, 

so Tuesday, September 6 and Thursday, September 

8. Again—and this can’t be emphasized enough—

The Center for Creativity & Community is 

absolutely FREE! 

 

 

 

Dear Church family, 

Thank you for the beautiful flower basket.  

I’m still enjoying it. I’m hoping things settle down 

soon, so I can get back to a routine and see you all. 

Thank you, 

Melody Anderson 

https://fb.watch/e_fJKMoi1I/
mailto:fpcyouth@preslincoln.org
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Ministry of our Resources  

AUGUST SESSION SUMMARY 

Session met August 9, with seven members 

present and one excused for health reasons. 

Reports from the three ministry teams, youth 

activity coordinator, pastor, treasurer, and clerk were 

received and approved. 

The Session took action on two items of note.  

The first was the approval of the baptism of Ginger 

Cosby on August 28. The second item concerned 

payment for the work on the doors. The work has not 

been completed to our satisfaction. An invoice in the 

amount of $73,900 has been received. The Ministry 

of Resources moved to pay $50,000 from the Capital 

Improvement Fund and the remaining $23,900 from 

the General Fund. That motion was amended to pay 

$50,000 from the Capital Improvement Fund and 

hold the remaining $23,900 until the work is finished 

to our satisfaction. The amended motion passed. 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 13. 

 

Ministry of the Heart  

WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND SPIRITUAL 

FORMATION 

Let me lead with the big news from the Ministry 

of the Heart Team: Our large group meeting will be 

September 25, after worship! This meeting is when 

we will begin signing up for next year’s worship 

responsibilities, as well as fall/winter/Advent 

planning. If you’re excited about where this faith 

community is headed and want to find meaningful 

ways to connect as part of it – please come!  

Early August brought us a change of plans as we 

have had to postpone Julie Kasa’s retirement 

reception (which was planned for August 7) due to 

illness. Then, a men’s breakfast date at Imo’s Café in 

Lincoln occurred on Tuesday, August 9, and was 

well attended. With Wednesday of that week 

(August 10) came the opportunity for quiet reflection 

and healing meditation offered by the Taize format 

of worship for Kirk night. It was a meaningful time 

for all, in preparation for the coming school year. 

The following Saturday, the children and youth (also 

two furry friends!) spent a gorgeous day celebrating 

the natural world together by hiking at Kickapoo 

Park on August 13. This time doubled as our August 

installment of Wilderness Wanderings, which will 

begin to take shape more regularly, now that 

tolerable weather is slowly returning. The students 

then gathered for pizza at church and were sent off 

with full bellies, as a way to celebrate the end of the 

summer season. Since Sunday, August 14, fell only a 

few days before the first day of school, our Ministry 

of the Heart team put together a small gift and Adam 

led us in a special time of prayer for teachers and 

students of the congregation. On Sunday, August 21, 

ice cream was enjoyed by all who gathered after 

worship, thanks to the initiative of Ashley 

Pennington. The next week, on Sunday, August 28, 

we had the privilege of observing Ginger Cosby’s 

baptism and presented her with a “baptism box” full 

of keepsakes to remind her how loved and cherished 

she is by God and by her faith family. Kirk Night 

geared back up, after a brief hiatus during August, 

with Tyra Steverson coming to speak to us as the last 

installment of our Summer Mental Wellness Series 

on August 31.  

In the month of September, we look forward to 

several very promising worship, fellowship, and 

spiritual formation activities. Julie Kasa’s retirement 

reception has been rescheduled for September 11, 

immediately following worship. We plan to celebrate 

the International Day of Peace with a worship 

service centering that theme on Sunday, September 

18. Later that week, the men will gather in Kickapoo 

Park for a cook-out on Thursday, September 22. 

Then, please mark your calendar for an 

intergenerational fellowship event on Saturday, 

September 24, in the church parlor. Delicate tea cups 

and nourishing warm drinks are something you 

won’t want to miss! A sign-up sheet will be on the 

table in the parlor, so please let us know if you plan 

to attend. Finally, join us on Sunday, September 25, 

as Heather Robertson takes the pulpit, so Adam can 

have a weekend away! We look forward to seeing 

many faces at these events!  
 

FALL TEA 

Saturday, September 24  
Church Parlor 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Please join us for tea (in a pretty teacup!)  

and fun fellowship!   

P.S. Guys are welcome, too! 

Please see signup sheet in church parlor.   


