
1 

 The LINK  
Volume 5  |  May 2022 

Through Stained Glass:  
Resurrection Stories   

Christ is risen! Hallelujah! Christ is risen, indeed! 

If you’ve hung out with us at Kirk Night, you 

know that I love a proper liturgical greeting during all 

the holy seasons. And the greeting above is one we 

will proclaim to one another for six weeks! As you all 

know, Easter isn’t a single day event, but it is a 50-day 

season. Throughout Eastertide, we read stories of the 

Risen Christ from the Gospels, and stories about the 

transformative love of the resurrection in the Book of 

Acts. 

Know what all these stories have in common? 

Community. 

For instance, in the first few weeks of Easter we 

read of Jesus appearing to the disciples as they gather 

post crucifixion. Over meals, in upper rooms, and on 

beaches, the Risen Christ finds a way to them and 

reveals the message of the resurrection: Love lives 

again – and will live on forever! We may try to bury 

Love, and empires might try, too, but Love will 

always rise, seeking transformation and liberation. 

The back half of Eastertide is full of teachings about 

Jesus' relationship with God the Holy Parent. In these 

teachings, we remember our place in the love of the 

Trinity – as the Holy Three exist in love, so we have 

our being by that same love. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, the stories involve 

healings. The core of these stories is how community 

is restored when all have access to wholeness – a 

place of belonging. The ministry of the Church, which 

the Trinity sends into the world, is one of healing and 

wholeness. The work of the Church is to create, 

liberate, and collaborate with God for all creaturely 

life to know the fullness of Love. The Easter stories 

are public displays of the power of love! 

The post-resurrection stories, and the Acts ones, 

are real stories. By real, I don’t mean factual, but I 

mean they were incarnational. The love that resurrects 

was experienced in the context of community. The 

disciples encountered the Risen Christ, not in 

isolation, but in community. Even Paul’s conversion 

included the witness of the disciple Ananias to see the 

transformation through to the end. The stories happen 

around food and drink, beaches and pools, tables and 

boats! The love of God seeks community – oneness 

with all living creatures. The work of the people, 

which is the definition of liturgy, is just that – work! It 

is creative work, affirming work, meaningful work, 

and work that seeks the peace of all things! 

The work also involves this: telling your story. 

This work is challenging because it invites our 

vulnerability and honesty — to name the ways we 

have not only encountered resurrection love, but the 

ways we embody it! It invites us to be honest – to 

witness the ways we have not only encountered 

resurrection love, but have lived it ourselves. To share 

our resurrection stories means we might have to give 

up watching the Cub game to come to an event where 

we will listen to the accounts of those who know the 

liberating love of God and want to share it with us. 

Sharing our resurrection stories may require us to 

move towards solidarity with folks our town has had 

an implicit bias against for decades. But by sharing 

our stories and listening to the stories of others, we 

will see that we have more in common than we think -

- in our shared humanity, we will experience 

reconnection. 

That’s the thing about believing in a God that 

resurrects – it happens all the time. A life with the 

Triune God is one of being in community as creatures 

who sometimes hide, sometimes deny, and sometimes 

disappoint with a Gracious God who searches and 

finds us in the boat, in the wilderness, in the 

sanctuary, in the heights, or the depths. An 

Accompanying God continues to extend this 

invitation. 

Friends, I want to know your Easter stories. I want 

to hear about the ways you have encountered the 

Risen Christ. I want you to tell me the different ways 



2 

you have come to know the love of the Triune God – 

and I want to rejoice with you as you bear witness to 

this love. The resurrection stories reveal what 

happens when we make room for the Risen One in 

our lives; love rises, communities are made whole, 

and the healing way of Love accompanies us along 

the way!  When we share our stories, we create 

belonging. 

Peace, Adam  

 

Ministry of the Hands  

The Ministry of the Hands Team met on April 5 

and 19 to continue its study of missional identity. 

Upcoming meetings are scheduled for May 3, 17 and 

31, with our attention shifting from examining our 

own aspirations, gifts, and spiritual call to an in-depth 

exploration of existing and emerging community 

needs. Guests for the May meetings include Jeannette 

Harris who works for the McLean County Re-entry 

Council and is a member of the local Diversity and 

Inclusion Commission and the Juneteenth 

Committee; Kent Froebe, Superintendent of Lincoln 

Elementary District 27; and Cince Bowns, social 

worker at the Department of Children and Family 

Services. Other guests may be scheduled as well. Our 

goal in these discussions is to discuss with leaders the 

broad systemic issues at play in the community, 

rather than individual service providers. We aim to 

have a report and recommendations completed by the 

end of the summer.  

If you come to the CE Building over the next 

weeks, you will notice something labeled “Parking 

Lot.” If you have specific ideas the Ministry of the 

Hands Team should consider, especially about how 

the church could best serve the community, we invite 

you to add your thoughts. There are “post-it” notes on 

the tables that you may use to attach your ideas.  

Meanwhile, other community mission projects 

continue.  

 Food for Thought concludes the week of 

May 16, and we thank everyone who 

supported this program throughout the school 

year.  

 The Food Pantry continues to provide “drive-

through” service, allowing customers to visit 

two times each month for the rest of 2022; 

needs for May are cleaning supplies and 

laundry soap.  

 Habitat for Humanity hosted a ground-

breaking at 330 Fourth Street, on April 24, for 

a home to be built by the Lincoln High School 

Trades (All pack) this Fall.  

 Ten volunteers from First Presbyterian 

Church are currently participating in the 

Summer Food Program, serving meals from 

June 1 through June 30 at Central, Northwest, 

and Washington Monroe schools. For more 

information about this program, contact Rob 

Harmon (217-737- 8523). 

 

LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY   

Rick Releford and Norm Newhouse report the 

following distribution numbers:  

February March 

647 895  individuals served 

167 207  children  

206 298  households. 

The USPS mailcarriers campaign for non-

perishable donations is scheduled for May, 2022. 

A recap of United Way calls to 211: 

 Logan County calls 40 

 Contacts related to Covid19 5 

 Housing calls 25 

 (#1 unmet need was homeless shelter  

 in Logan County) 

 The Path 211 call center, supported by the 

Illinois Department of Human Services, assists 

people in crisis situations (55% calls from women, 

45% calls from men).  

The Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry  thanks you for 

your support of food and monetary donations, so they 

can continue their mission of providing food to Logan 

County residents. 

 Donation focus for the month of May is 

cleaning supplies and laundry soap. 

Dear Presbyterian Friends, 

Just a short note to thank you  
for all the things you did for us to help me get 

out of the hospital and Bill to keep going. 

The flowers you sent were beautiful  
and they lasted ten days after I got home.  

Your payers, cards, and notes  
got me home after five days. 

I thought Bill was going to  
leave me in the hospital, as some of you  

kept him really well fed. 

Thank you again for everything. 

Sincerely, Shirley and Bill Opper 
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Ministry of the Heart  

WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND SPIRITUAL 

FORMATION 

The Ministry of the Heart team has had a busy 

April! It’s resurrection season and that energy has 

definitely been at play in our life together this month. 

One of several notable events was the celebration of 

Palm Sunday, with a musical, palm-waving 

procession from outside on the church lawn into the 

Sanctuary! If you missed this, be sure to go back and 

watch it online, as it was skillfully recorded by our 

tech genius, Zack. On Tuesday morning, April 12, a 

group of men breathed life back into a cherished old 

tradition and met for breakfast at Cracker Barrel. 

Another highlight, was a shared potluck meal at Kirk 

Night on April 13. We had everything from Indian 

cuisine to homemade soup to Casey’s pizza, not to 

mention a few tantalizing desserts. What a long time 

since we’ve sat with each other at those familiar 

round tables, laughing and loving and tasting. Adam 

led us in morning prayers in Union Chapel every 

morning during Holy Week, as well as two special 

evening events for centering prayer around a pascal-

themed altar in the parlor. Thursday of Holy Week 

was our Tenebrae Maundy Thursday service, 

orchestrated by David, Chet, Adam, and our Chancel 

Choir. In addition to the excellent music, this service 

included dramatic readings, scripture, and meditative 

moments. Then on Friday, we offered a sensory 

experience of self-directed prayer stations throughout 

the Sanctuary, Chapel, and parlor. These stations 

aided participants in their journey with Jesus into the 

suffering events of Good Friday, as well as an 

optional narrative guide of prayers for our siblings 

who are enduring the unspeakable in Ukraine. Easter 

Sunday brought with it, not only the highest 

attendance we have seen in several years, but 

(perhaps relatedly) an Easter egg hunt with 300 candy

-filled plastic eggs just waiting to be found by our 

youthfully exuberant participants. Our Sanctuary was 

also sporting resurrection flair with the donations of 

Easter lilies, which adorned the chancel. The month 

of April finished out with an Earth Day movie for 

families on Friday, April 22. We showed The Lorax at 

6 p.m., providing popcorn and drinks for those 

interested. 

In May, be watching for the ways we will 

celebrate mothering (an inclusive concept, not only 

limited to birth-givers), as well as our 2022 graduates! 

Tuesday Teas at 2 p.m. will resume on May 3 at 

Starbucks. We also look forward to some other 

fellowship opportunities as the weather turns, perhaps 

even a cook-out! Another of our intentions in the 

coming month is to specialize our focus on Mental 

Health Awareness. There will be a meeting following 

worship on May 15, for parents of the youth in our 

church, so mark that date on your calendars. 

Thank you for being part of our events and 

partaking in the offerings we create. The Ministry of 

the Heart team extends a fervent “thank you” to all 

who helped in ways both practical and organizational 

with our March-April journey through Lent and into 

Easter. 

Ministry of our Resources  

SESSION NOTES 

The Session did not meet during the month of  April. 

Their next meeting is at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9. 

 

ADMIN TEAM NOTES 

The Administrative Team did not meet in April. 

Their next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 5, 

at 9:30 a.m.   

There will be a meeting for  

parents of children involved in  

our youth ministry program 

after church on May 15. 

Blessings from Scotland 

God to enfold me,  
God to surround me, 
God in my speaking,  
God in my thinking. 
God in my sleeping, 
God in my waking,  
God in my watching, 
God in my hoping. 
God in my life, 
God in my lips, 
God in my soul, 
God in my heart. 
God in my sufficing, 
God in my slumber, 
God in mine ever-lasting soul, 
God in mine eternity.  
Amen. 
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LOST & FOUND – WILDERNESS 

WANDERINGS 

Join us Sunday, May 15, 2022, at 2 p.m., at the 

first pavilion in Kickapoo Park for our first of four 

Lost & Found—Wilderness Wanderings experiences.  

This event is an opportunity for us to engage in 

the ancient practice of “Terra Divina,” which means 

“divine conversation,” with the land. Those who 

want to walk will have 30 minutes to explore the 

nearby trails. Centering Prayer will be offered at the 

pavilion for those who wish to enjoy the quiet of 

nature. Our time will conclude by creating an Earth 

Altar and celebrating the kin-dom of God.  

Here’s what you will need to bring with you: a 

bottle of water, sunscreen, a hat, a lawn chair, and a 

flower from your house if you will not be exploring 

the trails. Our time together will last 60-75 minutes. 

Everyone is welcome. 

https://www.preslincoln.org
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