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Through Stained Glass— 

Lent’s Question: Who am I?  
 

I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On 

that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; 

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and 

I will love them and reveal myself to them.” (John 

15:18-21) 

Lent is a season for exploration. For forty days, we 

wander through the wilderness just as Christ did, 

naming those vices in our lives that have gotten in the 

way of living into our identity as God’s beloved 

children. This ancient, holy season of self-denial and 

repentance is rooted in the early church’s practice of 

instructing new adherents in the faith during a period 

of fasting before their baptism at sunrise on Easter 

morning. The whole church came to adopt the practice 

of fasting during Lent as preparation for celebrating the 

festival of Easter. 

At church this Lenten season, we will spend a lot 

of time on the question, “Who am I?” Each week, we 

will explore one component that makes up our identity. 

Then, each Wednesday evening at Kirk Night, we will 

learn and practice a new spiritual discipline. My hope 

is that you will make a promise on Ash Wednesday to 

engage in a new discipline to guide you through the 

wilderness of Lent. Together, we will reflect on the 

question “Who am I?” and better discern “Who we 

are” as a congregation. 

Tricia Gates Brown, author and blogger, 

summarizes our approach this Lenten season: 

The task of spiritual practice, then, is to 

facilitate the recognition of who we are in God, 

to awaken us to what is already there, to 

recognition and surrender to the attraction of 

this alluring Love—that we might return to our 

true selves as a part of it. The invitation is 

ultimately to incarnate God in our own small 

corners of the world. This is a prominent 

interpretation of the theological concept of 

Christ, to become the body of Christ here and 

now. 

Thus, friends, this Lent we will contemplate Jesus’ 

words, “…I am in my father, and you in me, and I in 

you.” Our identity is in Christ, and God is always 

pursuing us in order to return and restore us to this 

identity. As we prepare for Lent, may our minds 

expand enough to see who we really are, all the ways 

we deny ourselves this glorious identity, and to 

recognize we are invited to a love feast—our charmed 

and joy-filled destiny as children of God. 

 

See you at the Kirk House...or yours!  

Adam 

 

To Be Presbyterian:  

A Class for Prospective & Seasoned Members 

Are you curious about joining our church? Or do 

you want to know more about what it means to be 

Presbyterian and to freshen up on our Reformed 

heritage? If so, you are invited to join us for a three-

week session called, "Who We Are and Hope to 

Become." I invite all prospective inquirers to attend 

this opportunity before considering joining our 

congregation. Indeed, I want you to be as informed as 

possible about the theological distinctions, unique 

history, and contextual richness of what it means to be 

Presbyterian in this time and place. We (the Ruling 

Elders and myself) will also honor your inquiry for 

what it is: a spiritual time of examination and 

discovery. We will do so by praying for you, by 

listening to your stories, and by inviting mentors to 

walk with you as you consider joining our church. If 

you have any questions, please contact Adam. Our next 

two meetings will be over lunch at the church 

immediately following worship on Sunday, March 3 

and 10. 
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Central Illinois Interfaith Community 

You are cordially invited to a special event hosted 

by the Interfaith Group of Great Rivers Presbytery, 

“Facing Israel/Palestine: A New Model for Interfaith 

Relations,” on Tuesday, March 26, at 7 p.m. at First 

Federated—Peoria’s Life Together Center. Rabbi Brant 

Rosen, of Congregation Tzedek Shalom in Chicago and 

Midwest Regional Director of the American Friends 

Service Committee, will model how to engage in 

dialogue around one of the most challenging global 

discussions of our time from the perspective of 

commonly held values.  

The event is free of charge and open to all members 

of the Great Rivers Presbytery, our Jewish, Muslim, 

and interreligious friends, and the general public. Light 

refreshments will be available and Rabbi Rosen will be 

signing copies of his book, Wrestling in the Daylight 

(2017). 

 

Attention Youth ages 8-11  

Would you like to compose music and songs for the 

performance, “Langston in Lincoln” at Lincoln 

College? If you are interested, this is a FREE program 

for First Presbyterian Church members who can’t 

afford classes. This is a once-a-week after-school 

program collaboration between First Presbyterian 

Church youth and members of the Lincoln College 

Contemporary Jazz Studies program. The after school 

program gets underway beginning Monday, March 18. 

Contact Denise at (312) 399-5933 for details. Our 

performance of “Langston In Lincoln” will take place 

on Thursday-Friday May 2-3, 7 p.m. Depending on 

what the younger students come up with, they will 

either perform at the beginning of the show, or the very 

end.  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Going along with our Lenten theme, we will be 

reading the book, Becoming Who You Are, by Father 

James Martin. By meditating on personal examples 

from the author's life, as well as reflecting on the 

inspirational life and writings of Thomas Merton, 

stories from the Gospels, along with the lives of other 

holy men and women (among them, Henri Nouwen, 

Therese of Lisieux and Pope John XXIII) the reader 

will see how becoming who you are, and becoming the 

person that God created, is a simple path to happiness, 

peace of mind, and even sanctity. (from Amazon) 

Books are $10 and can be purchased in the office 

beginning Sunday, March 3. 

 

 

Ministry of the Hands Opportunities 

Mission and Outreach Team 

The Mission & Outreach Team will meet in 2019 on 

the following Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.: March 27, May 

22, August 28, September 25, and November 20.  

 

Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry report this month, is a summary of 

the gifts for the pantry in 2018. 

Dish soap—118 Lotion/Hand/Cream—100 

Shampoo—49 Cereal—9 

Body Wash/Bar Soap—289 

Paper Towels/Kleenex—115 

Laundry Soap/Cleaning Supplies—95 

Canned Goods—101 Band Aids –44 

Tooth Brushes/Paste—18  Misc.—76 

(Miscellaneous items include barbeque 

sauce, baby formula/food, cheese, rice, Rice-a-

Roni, mouthwash) 

The total of all items is 1,104, compared to 1,087 

last year. 

Food Pantry emphasis for March is Dish Soap. It 

is still the most popular item, so let’s beat last year’s 

record! 

 

 Ministry of the Heart Opportunities 

Fellowship Opportunities for  

the Month of March 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship at Flossie 

and Delzena's on March 2, from 9-11 a.m. 

Fat Tuesday is March 5!! Come celebrate from 6-7 

p.m. in the CE Building as the Session and Deacons 

regale you with pancakes, bacon, and 

sausage. Everything is provided. We have invited our 

friends from Trinity Episcopal and St. John UCC to 

join us for the festivities.  

St. Patrick's Day is Sunday, March 17. Please stay 

after worship for lunch that will be provided by the 

Fellowship team. Good food and conversation!! 

Winter blues getting you down? Let’s have lunch!! 

Our monthly lunches will start up again in March! 

Let’s get together for some good food, small talk, and a 

little bit of laughter. Come one, come all! 

Date? Thursday, March 21, 2019 

Place: Imo’s 

Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 Please mark your calendars!!! Our Annual 

Pork BBQ will be July 17. If you're planning a 

summer vacation, please try to avoid that day. We need 

everyone's help!!!!!  
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Palm Sunday Cantata 

During worship on Palm Sunday, April 14, the 

choir will present the cantata “I Am the Lord of the 

Dance” by Joel Raney. Through music, narration, 

and scripture, the cantata tells the story of the life of 

Christ.  

Rehearsals for the cantata will be from 9-9:30 

a.m. on Sunday mornings beginning March 3. An 

additional rehearsal is scheduled on March 10 from 

4-6 p.m. If you would like to sing in the cantata, you 

are welcome! Interested? Talk to Julie.  

Ministry of our Resources Opportunities 

SESSION NOTES: February 12, 2019 

Session members approved the Nominating 

committee’s recommendation of Curt McCallister to 

serve on the Board of Deacons to fill the term of 

Carley Martin. This will be presented to the 

Congregation for a vote at a date to be determined. 

The Administrative Team reported the third 

Sanctuary furnace, which is 40 years old, is not 

working. In addition, the office temperature is 

running below normal. Plut Heating & Cooling is 

investigating the situation. Replacing the water 

heater for the Christian Education building restroom 

is being considered. Also under consideration are 

options to solve the problem of the drain pipe 

freezing in the Pastor’s office. 

Discussions on various handicap options and the 

bidding process for the church doors are underway. 

Carbon monoxide detectors have been installed in 

the church building. The Team is reviewing the farm 

income handling provision for the Administrative 

Manual. 

Pastor Quine informed that a Narcan kit is now 

available at the church. Training will be available at 

a future date.  

Pastor Quine also said we will be participating in 

a Summer Series with St. Mark’s Episcopal and St. 

John’s UCC. We will worship with Trinity Church at 

Trinity on Good Friday. Plans call for Table Talk to 

be resumed utilizing a Book of Revelations theme. 

It was noted the Christian Village has selected 

First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, IL as its 

February Church of the Month.  

 

 

 

 

Library Lyrics 

 

For One Who Is Exhausted, a Blessing 

By John O’Donohue  

Published   December 22, 2017 

Reprinted from  On Being 

When the rhythm of the heart becomes hectic, 

Time takes on the strain until it breaks; 

Then all the unattended stress falls in 

On the mind like an endless, increasing weight. 

The light in the mind becomes dim. 

Things you could take in your stride before 

Now become laborsome events of will. 

Weariness invades your spirit. 

Gravity begins falling inside you, 

Dragging down every bone. 

The tide you never valued has gone out. 

And you are marooned on unsure ground. 

Something within you has closed down; 

And you cannot push yourself back to life. 

You have been forced to enter empty time. 

The desire that drove you has relinquished. 

There is nothing else to do now but rest 

And patiently learn to receive the self 

You have forsaken in the race of days. 

At first your thinking will darken 

And sadness take over like listless weather. 

The flow of unwept tears will frighten you. 

You have traveled too fast over false ground; 

Now your soul has come to take you back. 

Take refuge in your senses, open up 

To all the small miracles you rushed through. 

Become inclined to watch the way of rain 

When it falls slow and free. 

Imitate the habit of twilight, 

Taking time to open the well of color 

That fostered the brightness of day. 

Draw alongside the silence of stone 

Until its calmness can claim you. 

Be excessively gentle with yourself. 

Stay clear of those vexed in spirit. 

Learn to linger around someone of ease 

Who feels they have all the time in the world. 

Gradually, you will return to yourself, 

Having learned a new respect for your heart 

And the joy that dwells far within slow time. 

Reprinted with permission from To Bless the Space 

Between Us: A Book of Blessings by John O’Donohue, 

published in the U.K. as Benedictus.  

 

This book will soon be available in the Church Library. 
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“I believe in 

God and all the 

good He does. 

When 

something 

good happens, 

God is there; 

when 

something bad 

happens, God 

will help you through it. Throughout 

confirmation, I have learned about God and 

how He has shown me how much more there 

is to learn about life in the Bible. As I grow 

older, I will continue to learn and to further 

my knowledge of God in the Bible.” 

—George Martin, at his confirmation  

on Sunday, September 9, 2018 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

The Congregation approved the following 

motions during the February 3, 2019, Annual 

Congregational meeting: 

 The Pastor’s Terms of Call 

 The proposed Secretary and Sexton Holiday 

Pay and Paid Time Off updates to the 

Employee Handbook 

 And minutes from the January 21, 2018, 

annual Congregational meeting, from the May 

27, 2018 Called Congregational meeting, and 

from the December 16, 2018, Called 

Congregational meeting 

 The Nominating Committee for 2020 of Holly 

Thomas, Deacon; Cathy Maciariello, Elder; 

and Kendall Martin, Congregation, was 

elected. 

All committee reports were accepted. 

. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks forward on 

Sunday, March 10! 

http://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org

