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Through Stained Glass:  
 

July is always a reflective month for me. 

On the calendar, it begins the last half of the 

year. The days become shorter with each turn of 

the calendar. Temperatures start to race towards the 

90’s and I can usually begin harvesting vegetables 

from my garden. It is the month when the boys of 

summer hit their halfway mark and America’s 

pastime celebrates the All-Stars of the league. I 

hate to mention it, but it is also about this time of 

the year when teachers lament on how fast summer 

has gone and children become more determined to 

stay up late, sleep in even later, and enjoy the final 

days of their summer freedom! 

    July is also the month I celebrate the 

anniversary of my ordination and being your 

pastor. I don’t know if you know this or not, but I 

have kept every note of encouragement and 

gratitude you have given me over the years. I read 

through each one as a reminder of the faithful work 

we are doing here at First Presbyterian Church, but 

also as a reminder of my call as a pastor. In 

addition to this file folder of cards and notes, I kept 

all the material and information from my 

ordination service six years ago. I carefully read 

over the sermon; I allow the prayers we prayed that 

day to penetrate the depths of my being; I 

contemplate the vows I made before God and with 

you all on that holy day. In doing so, I remember 

just how unique and unusual this calling to ministry 

is, and I give thanks that I have landed here, 

surrounded by such a loving community of people! 

    What a month! Every week there is a new 

adventure awaiting us, inviting us deeper into 

community with God and each other. Of course, no 

event invites us into a more profound communion 

with each other than our annual BBQ. It is hard to 

believe that this will be my seventh BBQ! Every 

year, I am impressed at the way we rally together 

to make this community event a success. I am 

grateful for all those who participate, but especially 

for Charlise Leesman and Debbie Schweitzer, who 

captain the ship and invest countless hours to see 

that everything goes smoothly. Without a doubt, I 

know our 42nd one will be as groovy as the others! 

    July is a great month for reflection. I hope 

that you will pause at some point during the month 

to celebrate all that is good and beautiful in your 

life, our community, and the world. Take time to 

celebrate all that unites us in our freedom in Christ, 

express your gratitude for all the ways the Creator 

provides for our every need, and rejoice in the gifts 

the Spirit has poured out upon us as God’s people. 

    Chances are if we do these things, the last 

half of the year will be just as magnificent, if not 

better!  
 

See you at the Kirk House!  

Adam 

 

What Makes Us Who We Are?:  

An Ecumenical Conversation 

What happens when a Roman Catholic priest, 

an Episcopalian priest, a United Church of Christ 

pastor, and a Presbyterian pastor get together? We 

aren’t sure either, but you’re invited to find out! 

Our four-part conversation in community, that 

began in May, called “What Makes Us Who We 

Are?” will continue this month and help us 

discover how we are already similar and be a time 

of learning and laughter, concluding with light 

refreshments. The dates for the remaining 

conversations will be: 

 Wednesday, July 10 at the Trinity 

Episcopal Church; and  

 Wednesday, August 14 at the Holy Family 

Catholic Church.  

Each conversation begins at 7 p.m. (free) and 

everyone is welcome!  
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Ministry of the Hands Opportunities 

Mission and Outreach Team 

The Mission and Outreach Team will meet on the 

following Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.: August 28, 

September 25, and November 20.  

 

Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry   

In May, the Food Pantry served 1,188 individuals, 

349 households, including 438 children. 

The food pantry has no paid employees, being a 

non-profit entity. We do have approximately 50 

volunteers that help customers on Tuesdays, 9-11 

a.m., Thursdays, 2-4 p.m., and the second 

Wednesday of each month, 2-4 p.m., to assist 

physically challenged and senior citizen customers. 

Volunteers restock shelves, assist with Feeding 

America Retail pick-ups each week from Aldi's, 

Walmart, and IGA, and unload trucks from the 

Central Illinois Foodbank deliveries every two weeks 

at the food pantry. The food pantry purchases needed 

food items for 20 cents per pound from the 

Foodbank, which is cost effective purchasing versus 

retail stores. 

The food pantry receives non-perishable food 

items from Logan County residents, anywhere from 

one bag of groceries to 100 lbs. of grocery 

items. Summer produce is often donated by area 

gardeners, who donate peppers, tomatoes, green 

beans, cucumbers, and zucchini. We are blessed with 

the support from our community. Thank you! 

Food Pantry emphasis for July is Body Wash 

and Bar Soap.  
 

July1 through 5: Drama/Arts Camp 

First Presbyterian Church will be hosting 14 to 

16 children from Christian Child Care for a week–

long drama/arts camp. The kids are ages 6 to 11. We 

will be exploring art, storytelling, and music. They 

will be here from 9 to 10:30 a.m. every day, except 

July 4. 

If anyone is interested in volunteering for this 

project, please let Annie know. It should be fun! 

First Presbyterian Church has a wonderful 

ongoing relationship with Christian Child Care. By 

doing this project, we hope to expand that 

relationship and continue to help them with their 

needs. 

 

Giving Project 2019 

 It’s time to start planning for the “Giving 

Project” for Head Start and Christian Child Care 

Children. This is a wonderful project that the 

children, teachers, and parents have grown to love 

and look forward to every year. And we, at FPC, love 

it too! 

Each month, in preparation, we will be asking for 

items we will be needing for shopping and the bags 

that the kids take home. If you can donate, we 

certainly appreciate it! 

 July: Crayons – Women’s/children’s jewelry 

 August: Story Books (3 – 5 year old children, 

The Little Golden Books are perfect because 

of their size) and men’s tools 

 September: Children’s toothbrushes & 

toothpaste and  men’s toiletries 

 October:  Play-Doh and Kitchen items 

 November: Bubbles and men’s watches/

jewelry 

 December: Children’s games & toys, candy 

and candles 

Please place all items in the basket under the 

bulletin board in the parlor. The Mission Committee 

thanks you for all your help! 

 

The Center for Creativity & Community 

The Summer Youth Program has gotten off to a 

good start. In just two weeks we have witnessed a 

beautiful harmony developing amongst the kids and 

with the facilitators. A sense of place is being 

cultivated—a safe place for kids to be themselves 

and feel at home. They are exploring their creativity 

and engaging in new ways of being. The program 

itself evolves as we discover the needs of the youth 

and what works—offering a mix of stillness, activity, 

and guest facilitations. We’ve received feedback 

from parents that the children are enjoying 

themselves and “can’t stop talking about it.” We 

started with five kids, then six, and now seven at the 

close of week two. Yet, we define its success not so 

much by the breadth of numbers, but by the depth of 

connections taking shape within and with others. 

Please know that you are welcome to visit. Also, 

know that youth can join the program at anytime. So, 

continue to spread the word!   
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Ministry of the Heart Opportunities 

Summer Hymn Sings 

Our first hymn sing of the summer will be on 

Sunday, July 7! Plan to arrive at 9:50 a.m. and we 

will sing your favorites right before the worship 

service begins. Hymns will continue on the first 

Sunday of each month throughout the summer. 

 

Blood Drive Report 2019 

The Sponsors, First Presbyterian Church and the 

Central Illinois Community Blood Drive, were 

pleasantly surprised at the June 5 Blood Drive when 

fifty-eight presenting donors registered to donate 

blood. Fifty-two pints of blood were collected ― and 

that is enough to save 140 lives!!!!! The monthly 

Blood Drive had been averaging 30 or so, and our 

Drive resulted in exceeding that goal by 23 pints…

AMAZING!  Six Presbyterians were among those 

fifty-eight. They were Chrissy Hoffert, Kirk Dobihal, 

Judy Rader, Beth Green, Marsha Dallas, and Cince 

Bowns. Thanks go to the efforts of these six people 

to help promote the Blood Drive. 

Pat Diersing and Rhoda Holland worked with 

refreshments and ended up with only one full 

sandwich left! The sandwiches were prepared by 

Deep Roots and included chicken salad, ham salad, 

roast beef, and turkey. Our cookies this year had 

been frozen, as they were left over from Dorothy 

Harrison’s funeral lunch and also from the June 

church picnic, so more cookie donations were not 

needed. As always, we had several positive 

comments regarding our tasty treats. 

Another worthwhile Mission Project has been 

completed. “Thank you” to everyone who 

participated ― consider yourself a life saver! 

 

Get Out of the Summer Heat! 

Join us for lunch! 

When: July 25, 2019* 

Where: Idle Hour 

Time:  11:30 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome! Bring friends!  

*This is the fourth Thursday of the month, not the 

third. 

 

Tea @ Two 

Mark your calendar and join us Tuesdays, at 2 

p.m., for a beverage break and fellowship. We meet 

every week at the Guest House (on the square in 

Lincoln). 

Ministry of our Resources Opportunities 

Office Closed 

Please note, the Church Office will be closed on 

Thursday, July 4, in observance of the Independence 

Day holiday. 

 

Stewardship and Finance: As you submit your 

pledges and gifts please remember to note on your 

check what it is for, such as Building Improvement 

Fund, Scholarship fund, or another special fund, 

otherwise it will go to the General Fund.  

As we enter the summer months we become 

involved in many individual activities, but the church 

still has payroll, utilities, maintenance, and mission 

bills to pay, so please do not forget your pledge 

during this time!       

 Applications have been received for the Bruce 

Allison and Carrie Bell Houston Scholarships. The 

recipients are Matthew Hyde (Carrie Bell Houston 

Scholarship), who will be attending Southern Illinois 

University-Carbondale, and Carley Martin (Bruce 

Allison Scholarship), who plans to enroll at Bowling 

Green State University (Ohio) this fall.  

The Boy Scout troop that was chartered by our 

church has disbanded.  

 

Building and Grounds:      

Have you noticed how cool the Sanctuary is on 

Sunday mornings? The new air conditioner/furnace 

work has been completed and the equipment seems 

to be operating quite well. There are now three zones 

in the sanctuary controlled by three separate 

thermostats. Each thermostat controls a unit 

consisting of an air-conditioner and two furnaces. 

This arrangement will allow more control over areas 

like the chancel, that requires more cooling. 

The new units are more energy efficient, and we 

expect this to result in lower utility usage.  

The fire alarm system was inspected recently. 

Two deficiencies were found and have been 

corrected. Two of the smoke detectors were replaced 

and new batteries were installed in the main fire 

alarm panel.  

Carbon monoxide detectors have been installed 

in various parts of the building. 

The water heater in the ceiling, serving the one 

wash room in the CE building, has been replaced. 

There have been several volunteer work days 

devoted to weeding, trimming, and mulching our 

landscaping and gardens. This work has made a big 
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difference! Thanks go out to those who have helped: Janice 

Funk, Connie Boss, Sandy Blane, Charlise Leesman, Bill 

Opper, Ken Schweitzer, Bob Chamberlain, Keith Leesman, and 

Pastor Adam. We will be scheduling another work day before 

the BBQ, so please help if you can. 

Our team continues to look into numerous major issues 

including replacing the outside doors, what to do about the 

ramp, installing lift/elevator, parking lot resealing, and 

landscaping. 

Administrative Team: Mel Anderson, Sandy Blane, Roger 

Boss, Bob Chamberlain, Rob Harmon, Keith Leesman, 

Tracy Olson, Bill Opper, and Rev. Adam Quine.  
 

SESSION NOTES: 6.11.19  

Session members approved the church Scholarship applications of 

Carley Martin and Matt Hyde for the coming year. 

In other business, Ruling Elders decided to place a Little 

Free Library at the Church corner. It will contain food items as 

well as books. 

Approval was given, authorizing the expenditure of $360 

from the Wellness Fund to pay for half the expenses for a 

congregation member to attend Spiritual Direction sessions at 

the Chiara Center in Springfield. The recipient has a goal of 

becoming a Spiritual Director. 

The Administrative Team reported mulch has been applied 

to the church landscaping. The heating and cooling work has 

been completed. The Team decided proposed future plans for an 

elevator or lift will include the second floor of the church 

building. 

A letter was received from the family of Dorothy Harrison, 

thanking congregation members and the pastor for “the service 

to our family during the funeral.” 

The Session approved the request of the Kasa family to 

remove Rachel Kasa Shershen and Ryan Shershen from the 

church membership roll, because they have become members of 

the First Presbyterian Church of Naperville. 

It was noted the Chiara Center in Springfield is offering a 

retreat July 12 to 14 on, “Who Are You as a Christian in an 

Evolving Universe?” Cost for the retreat is $265 for an 

overnight stay and $175 for commuters. 

The Fellowship Team informed that John Steiger was 

received into membership on Pentecost Sunday. All men of the 

congregation, each received a Wendy’s Frosty Key on Fathers’ 

Day. 

Special guest, the Rev. Jean Sparks, pastor of the Delavan 

Presbyterian Church and the Presbytery Committee on Ministry 

representative for our church, told Session members, “Thank 

you for allowing me to listen in and hear the beautiful ministry 

going on.” 

Session members voted not to meet in July.  

Library Lyrics 

the thought of 

something else::  

wendell berry  

      1. 

A spring wind blowing 

the smell of the ground 

through the intersections of 

traffic, 

the mind turns, seeks a new 

nativity—another place, 

simpler, less weighted 

by what has already been. 

Another place! 

it’s enough to grieve me— 

that old dream of going, 

of becoming a better man 

just by getting up and going 

to a better place. 

      2. 

The mystery. The old 

unaccountable unfolding. 

The iron trees in the park 

suddenly remember forests. 

It becomes possible to think of 

going 

      3. 

—a place where thought 

can take its shape 

as quietly in the mind 

as water in a pitcher, 

or a man can be 

safely without thought 

—see the day begin 

and lean back, 

a simple wakefulness filling 

perfectly 

the spaces among the leaves. 
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BBQ News 

We know you all have July 17 marked on your 

calendars! Our 39th BBQ! 

The BBQ work schedule will be posted in the 

parlor and in the kitchen a week before the BBQ. 

You will be called after July 8 about the job you 

have been assigned. If there is a problem, please be 

sure to let Charlise or Deb know...please do NOT 

just switch with someone.  

Workers are needed to help set up the dining 

room, carryout area, and outside eating area. If you 

are available to help with this, please come to the C. 

E. Building at 5 p.m., Tuesday, July 16. 

There will be one-way traffic again this year 

during the BBQ. The traffic will go around the 

church on Ottawa Street and through the alley. 

Please park away from the church when you are 

working during the BBQ, so that Ottawa St. and the 

alley can be used for people to park while they go 

inside to get their carry outs. They will enter at the 

side door on Ottawa and exit at the alley door. 

The C. E. Building will be opened at 7:30 a.m. 

on July 17, for anyone wishing to drop off their 

desserts early. Please remember that refrigerated 

desserts cannot be served. This also includes 

pumpkin pies. When you drop off your dessert, 

please check your name on the Dessert List.  

At the conclusion of the BBQ, if there is any 

BBQ left over, it will be sold by the pound at the 

same price it would be sold at IGA. Let Charlise or 

Deb know if you want to purchase some. If there are 

desserts left over, you may also make a donation for 

a plate of assorted goodies. 

During the evening, we will be entertained by 

our own wonderful “Presby” musicians and 

community friends. So, bring your lawn chairs, as 

you will want to stay around after you’ve eaten to 

enjoy all the talented musicians. 

The BBQ Committee appreciates everyone’s 

cooperation and hard work. (We always can use 

more hands after 7 p.m. on the night of the BBQ, to 

help with the cleanup.) Thank you in advance! 

If you need more tickets, either call Chris in the 

office, or see Charlise or Deb after church on 

Sundays. THANK YOU SO MUCH!  

Name Phone Best Time to Call 

   

   

   

   

 PORK BBQ — JULY 17, 2019 

Anyone who is interested or willing to work on the Annual Pork BBQ, please 

sign up below. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a large cooler that you are willing to loan out for the BBQ, please sign here. MAKE SURE 

YOUR NAME IS ON YOUR COOLER. Please pick up after BBQ. 

Please fill out the front and back of this sheet, and return to church office during the month of June.  

Name Phone Best Time to Call 
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The LINK 
First Presbyterian Church 
301 Pekin St. 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
 

www.preslincoln.org 

office@preslincoln.org 

217-732-6141 

Office hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(closed Thursday, July 4) 

 
STAFF 
Rev. Adam Quine 

Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst. 

Julie Kasa, Music Director 

Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist 

Leo Logan, Sexton 

Mel Anderson, Treasurer 
Diane Osborn, Clerk of Session 

Annual Pork BBQ and Ice Cream Social 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019, 4:30–7 P.M. 

 

DESSERT DONATIONS: 

Our Annual Pork BBQ has become quite a successful event each year. One reason for this 

is the reputation of our delicious HOMEMADE desserts. We need your help again this 

year!!!! Please help us out: 

Name:_________________________ Phone:____________________  Best time to call:_________ 

Please remember: Absolutely NO dessert that requires refrigeration can be served at the 

BBQ! 

NUMBER/AMOUNT TYPE OF DESSERT 

 

 

Homemade PIES—the most sought-after dessert on 

the planet (or at least at our Annual Pork BBQ!) 

 

 

Homemade CAKES—still a popular choice and so 

nice with ice cream! 

http://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org

