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Through Stained Glass:   

Why Epiphany?  
 

It is a feast day not often celebrated in 

Protestant churches, mainly for the reason that it 

rarely falls on a Sunday. Traditionally, Epiphany 

is when the wise people from the East arrived to 

the Christ child, guided by a star. 

2:1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 

2:2 asking, "Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage." 

In the church calendar, their arrival happens 

twelve days after Jesus was born (hence the song, 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas”). Epiphany is 

one of my favorite holy days in the lectionary 

calendar. It compliments all the feelings that 

accompany the new year, too, like the feeling of 

beginning again. The story of Matthew 2 is about 

a new beginning that offered hope unto the 

nations. The story of the wise men (or really, wise 

people, since we don’t know if their group was 

only men) is the culmination of the giving of 

God’s self. The wise people represent God’s 

extended grace to all the world. 

The wise people, called Magi, also reveal the 

importance of paying attention to the world 

around us. They were watchful of the night sky, 

saw the star, and followed it. The tradition around 

the Magi is that they were religious people who 

watched the signs of creation to encounter the 

Divine. This is the reason they saw a holy truth in 

the rising star. With their gaze upon this star, they 

started a journey that brought them to the 

universal light of Love. The wild thing about their 

journey is that it took them through the heart of a 

raging king, Herod. 

When Herod heard from the Magi and their 

reason for being in town, he put into motion a plan 

to kill this baby. Why? He heard of a new king 

who would rule with a tender and merciful hand, 

not with an iron fist like himself, and he was 

threatened. 

2:8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

"Go and search diligently for the child; and 

when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage." 

2:9 When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 

Thanks be to God the wise people knew how 

to pay attention. Upon arriving to the place where 

the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. What happened next, I believe, can be 

compared to what happens when loved ones 

reunite after being away from each other for long 

periods of time. When they saw Mary, they knelt, 

paid homage to this little baby, and offered gifts to 

this newborn king. While Herod was scheming to 

keep his power, these wise men paid attention to a 

star, to the joy shared between the Holy Family, 

and then finally in a dream and they returned a 

different way to avoid Herod. 

So why is epiphany one of my favorite feast 

days? Because this is the part of the story that, by 

way of a star, proclaims the Ruler of Universe is 

here, in our midst, offering us an alternative reality 

to the way the world turns. 

So, friends, what will guide you in 2020? 

What will be the star that moves you towards the 

Christ child born in our midst? Will you join me in 

living our hearts open to the possibility that “we 

are all walking around shining like the sun?”   

 

Peace,  

Adam 

 



2 

 
Ministry of the Hands Opportunities 

Mission and Outreach Team 

Members: Karen Sams Davis, Rob Harmon,  

Cherie Aper, Marsha Dallas, Gary Davis, Ruth Kapik, 

Paul Kasa, Ken Schweitzer, Adam Quine 

 

The Mission Committee continues to support two 

inmates at Logan Correctional Center with college 

coursework. 

 The Food for Thought program is serving 43 

students from Northwest School. 

 The Headstart/CCC Holiday Shopping event was 

held on December 16-19.  Thank you to everyone who 

helped  make this project possible. 

 The Angel Tree in the Sanctuary helped provide 

Christmas gifts to 25 residents at Christian Village. 

 Donations were collected to buy Christmas gift 

cards for the children at Kemmerer Village. 

The Center for Community and Creativity is still 

meeting Tues-Thurs. The Community Health 

Collaborative Youth Coalition and School Resource 

Officer will help spread the word about the Center. 

A big THANK YOU to all who have supported these 

projects!!!   

 

Food Pantry 

In October, the Pantry served 1,369 individuals. That 

translates to 416 households with 433 children. 

Free U.S. Department of Agriculture products 

included 5 lb. packages of chicken thighs, creamy peanut 

butter, 2 lb. bags of pistachios, canned tomato soup, 

canned pumpkin, and vegetarian vegetable soup. 

From the Central Illinois Food Bank, the Pantry 

purchased (20 cents per pound) 20 cases of noodles, hard 

salami, 5 lb. packages of bacon, cheese pizza, Idaho 

potatoes, and 1 gallon containers of Prairie Farms milk 

The Pantry continues to receive a variety of items 

from local people and organizations. In that variety was 

apples and pears, plus three grocery carts of non-

perishable items from the National Weather Service. 

Thank you, to everyone for supporting the Pantry in 

our effort to feed the hungry of Logan County. 

Happy Holidays to all. 

Emphasis for January is Body Wash and Bar Soap. 

Items for the Food Pantry go in the baskets at the back of 

the Sanctuary. 

The Center for Creativity and Community 

Our Youth Holiday Party, held on Friday, December 

13, 2019, was a grand success with fun and fellowship 

had by all. We invited fourth through eighth graders, 

with 15 children attending, half of whom were new to the 

Center. Heartfelt thanks to those that offered snacks and 

donations in support of the event. The Center's youth 

program is becoming more and more widely known and 

appreciated in the community. We continue to receive 

comments affirming the necessity of such a program and 

the positive affects it is having on youth. The youth and 

their families are very grateful to First Presbyterian 

Church for its support of the Center.  

We will be hosting a MLK Day for Youth on January 

20, 2020, at 1-5 p.m. for students in fifth through eighth 

grade. Through conversation and creative activities, we 

will look at the arts that influenced the civil rights 

movement and invite youth to consider a cause they care 

about, creating their own art—through poetry, story, 

song, or symbol—to represent their cause. If you are 

interested in being involved, please contact Laura 

at fpcyouth@preslincoln.org. 
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Ministry of the Heart Opportunities 

From the Worship Team 

The Worship Team has begun receiving "I Come 

From" poems for the meditation guide for Lent (which 

starts on February 26, 2020). The deadline for 

submissions is February 1, 2020. Additional copies of 

the original poem, as well as the template for completing 

your own poem, are available in the Sanctuary and 

Parlor, and we heartily encourage you to participate in 

this shared congregational creative endeavor. You may 

give your poem to Chris Thomas or to a member of the 

Worship Team (Cathy, Kelli, Sandy, Julie, Cherie, Ken, 

Lori). This is a great way to share our stories with each 

other and to create a beautiful word tapestry of our 

congregation. So don't be shy!  Let your inner artist 

shine! 

 

January Fellowship News 

First Saturday Coffee will be January 4, at Guest 

House on the square in Lincoln, 9-11 a.m.  Come, and 

bring a friend.  

After worship on January 12, we can “Walk With 

Friends.”  An impromptu lunch can be planned as we 

chat and walk together—probably at Big R.  A sign up 

sheet is in the fellowship hall.  

You can also join friends when you sign up for a trip 

to a 7:15 p.m. Peoria RIVERMEN hockey game on 

Friday, January 17, with a possible meal, as we share 

rides. Check your calendar! 

A fellowship meeting is scheduled for  January 7, at 

4:30 p.m.  Join us, to plan for new experiences in our 

community as we get to know our church family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of our Resources Opportunities 

 

SESSION REPORT: December, 2019 

Session members approved the membership request 

of Cindy Laughery. She is to be received by the 

Congregation in January. 

The Ruling Elders authorized application for a 

Presbytery grant (up to $5,000) to provide additional 

funding for the Center for Creativity and Community . 

The Communion dates for 2020 were set. 

Learned the structure of the Board of Deacons is 

being reorganized to allow Deacons to focus on Care of 

the Congregation. Several Deacon responsibilities have 

been transferred to the Worship Team and a plan to 

utilize members of the congregation in activities, such as 

serving as door greeters, is being developed. 

Thank you notes were received from Fair Hills 

Presbyterian Home in Springfield, for washing their 

windows in honor of the late Rev. Charles Hendricks, 

who resided there; from Middletown Presbyterian 

Church, for hosting their congregation for Reformation 

Sunday and the luncheon following the service; from the 

Lincoln-Logan Food Pantry for our donations; and from 

Jane Winkel. 

The Presbytery informed that applications are 

available for the Lux Summer Institute for Youth, 

scheduled June 14 to 28, 2020. The topic for the 

gathering of high school students is, “A New Earth: 

Thinking Theologically About Environmental Justice.” 

Registration is open for a Discovering Renewal 

retreat, April 13 to 16, at the Montreat Conference 

Center. It will focus on seeking respite in everyday 

experiences. 

Session members also received requests for funding 

from the Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center at Oregon, 

Illinois, and from the Presbyterian Historical Society. 
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Recipe for Cathy’s Cranberry Casserole     

 
Mix together and pour into 8x8 baking dish: 

2 cups cranberries 

2 cups chopped unpeeled apples (Granny Smith are best) 

1 cup sugar  

 

Make topping and spread over cranberry mixture: 

1 stick unsalted butter, melted 

1/2 cup brown sugar  

1/3 cup flour 

1 cup oatmeal (not quick-cooking) 

 

Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for one hour. Serve as a side dish with turkey 

or chicken or as a dessert with ice cream. Good warm, cold or at room 

temperature. 
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