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Through Stained Glass:   

Your Pastor Ponders  

‘Why Advent’?  
 

It is here. 

Advent. 

It comes from the Latin word adventus 

which means, “arrive” or “come.” For 

Christians, Advent is about anticipating the 

birth of Christ. It is about longing, desire, and 

about that which is to come. It is about that 

which isn’t here, yet. 

 

But, why? 

Why are we waiting for something that’s 

already come? 

Why are we lighting candles? And why 

blue ones instead of purple? Why do we light 

a pink one? 

Why don’t we sing Christmas carols 

during the majority of December? 

Why is “Emmanuel” spelled with both an 

“I” and an “E”? 

Why are we preparing for something so 

far off? 

Why does Advent mean so much to the 

church? 

Why do we read from Matthew this year 

and not Luke? 

Why? 

 

We sometimes get lost in the first 

questions of Advent without thinking about 

the second questions, the deeper questions. 

I love what one theologian says about 

this: “Because cynicism is the new religion of 

our world.” 

 

 

Advent is the time in our spiritual journey 

when we are called to attend to our deepest 

needs and hopes, to realize the mitigation of 

human suffering through daily deeds of 

compassion for, and service to, our neighbors. 

Why Advent? Because we need a heart 

check. We need a season that allows us to 

confront this corrosion of the heart with the 

insistence that God has not abandoned the 

world, hope is real, and something is coming. 

Why Advent? Because Advent is the 

season that whispers us hope in the darkness. 

It is the voice that says, “The not yet will be 

worth it.” 

Why Advent? Because we need to be 

reminded that the Christ event is still 

changing, unsettling, and inspiring in the 

hearts and lives of the people of God. 

Why Advent? Because we need a season, 

a time in our lives, and no better of a time 

than when the calendar is about to turn to a 

new year, to invite God into those places 

where bitterness and contempt have crept in 

and robbed us of the Light. 

Why Advent? I can’t answer for you. But 

I can tell you that for me, Advent is the time 

for me to open up. It is a chance to slow down 

and soften up. It is an invitation to remember 

that in Christ I can live again… !  

 

Peace,  

Adam 

 

P.S.: My day off is returning to Friday. 
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Ministry of the Hands Opportunities 

Mission and Outreach Team 

Members: Karen Sams Davis, Rob Harmon,  

Cherie Aper, Marsha Dallas, Gary Davis, Ruth Kapik, 

Paul Kasa, Ken Schweitzer, Adam Quine 

The Center for Creativity and Community 

The Center for Creativity and Community continues 

to meet Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after school 

from 3-5:30 p.m. There are students from the Junior 

High, Carroll Catholic School, and West Lincoln 

Broadwell attending the Center. The after school 

program offers many of the opportunities offered this 

summer, including free time, creative exploration, and 

facilitated activities, as well as time for homework and 

mentoring. The Center is always looking for people who 

would like to share their time or gifts with the students. 

See Adam or Laura if interested. 

Sign Up for Food For Thought Spring Semester 

The Food for Thought program is currently serving 

43 students from Northwest School. If you would like to 

help with this program, see Karen Sams Davis. Sign up 

for the Spring Semester will be on Sunday, December 1, 

before and after worship. 

 

The Giving Project 
The Holiday Shopping project for the children of 

Headstart and Christian Child Care will be held on 

December 16-19. This project was one of Annie’s top 

priorities and we are hoping that many in the 

congregation will be able to help out in some way. 

Organization and set-up will begin the week of 

December 9, and there will be sign-up sheets in the 

Parlor for those who wish to participate. We need people 

to help set up the store, wrap gifts, and (of course!) help 

the children shop. We especially need a few people to 

help us bring boxes up from the basement following 

worship on December 8. Please consider joining us in 

this incredibly personal and rewarding effort that is 

always so deeply appreciated by the children and their 

families. We are hoping to honor the legacy of Annie 

Hieronymus by making this the best year ever for the 

Giving Project! If you would be able to help with this 

important project, please see Cathy, Adam, Paul or Cherie. 

 

Prison Ministry Update 
Margaret (the inmate we have been supporting in her 

college coursework), has received her associates degree 

and participated in a graduation ceremony attended by 

Governor JB Pritzker. 

Food Pantry 

In October, the Pantry served 1,369 individuals. That 

translates to 416 households with 433 children. 

Free U.S. Department of Agriculture products 

included 5 lb. packages of chicken thighs, creamy peanut 

butter, 2 lb. bags of pistachios, canned tomato soup, 

canned pumpkin, and vegetarian vegetable soup. 

From the Central Illinois Food Bank, the Pantry 

purchased (20 cents per pound) 20 cases of noodles, hard 

salami, 5 lb. packages of bacon, cheese pizza, Idaho 

potatoes, and 1 gallon containers of Prairie Farms milk 

The Pantry continues to receive a variety of items 

from local people and organizations. In that variety was 

apples and pears, plus three grocery carts of non-

perishable items from the National Weather Service. 

Thank you, to everyone for supporting the Pantry in 

our effort to feed the hungry of Logan County. 

Happy Holidays to all. 

Emphasis for December is Dish Soap. Items for the 

Food Pantry go in the baskets at the back of the 

Sanctuary. 

 

Ministry of the Heart Opportunities 

Choir Cantata  

The choir will be leading worship on December 15th 

with “A Celebration of Carols” by Joseph M. 

Martin. The cantata is based on the traditional “Lesson 

and Carols” service. Filled with familiar and less familiar 

carols, this cantata tells the story of Christ’s birth. 

Through music and scripture, you will be reminded of 

Christ’s mercy and grace. Mark your calendars and plan 

to attend this festive service! 

From the Worship Team 

The Worship Team has begun receiving "I Come 

From" poems for the proposed Advent meditation book. 

Thanks to those who have made their submissions!  The 

good news for everyone else is that you now have plenty 

of time to write your poem because we are now planning 

to prepare the meditation guide for Lent (which starts on 

February 26, 2020) instead of Advent. Additional copies 

of the original poem, as well as the template for 

completing your own poem, are available in the 

Sanctuary and Parlor, and we heartily encourage you to 

participate in this shared congregational creative 

endeavor. The deadline for submissions is now February 

1, 2020. You may give your poem to Chris Thomas or to 

a member of the Worship Team (Cathy, Kelli, Sandy, 

Julie, Cherie, Ken, Lori). This is a great way to share our 

stories with each other and to create a beautiful word 
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tapestry of our congregation. So don't be shy!  Let your 

inner artist shine! 

The Worship Team welcomes two new members to 

our ranks:  Ken Schweitzer and Lori Cotton. We have 

lots of exciting plans for the year, and we welcome 

others to join us. Talk to Cathy if you would like to 

know more. 

The Blue Christmas service this year will be held on 

December 21 at 6 p.m. in Union Chapel. Always one of 

the most meaningful services of the year, this "Longest 

Day" liturgy of remembrance and healing is open to 

everyone whether you are currently grieving or not. If 

you have not joined us in this service before, this might 

be the year to do so. Also, consider reaching out to folks 

you know who might be supported and nurtured by 

celebrating "Blue Christmas" with us. Where there is 

grief or sadness, there is also light, and we are healed by 

walking together through this season.  

 

  

Ministry of our Resources Opportunities 

Stewardship and Finance 

A sincere THANK YOU to all individuals and 

families who have gratefully provided a pledge of 

financial support for 2020!   As mentioned before, this 

enables us to know the amount of funds which will be 

available to accurately budget for the coming year. 

Below is a break-down of how we have allocated our 

expenses for the coming year: 

Pastoral Ministry 32.1% $89,750 

Staff Payroll 22.4 62,550 

Worship/Spiritual  

Formation     4.4   12,200 

Fellowship   1.2 3,500 

Operating Expense   9.2 25,800 

Building & Grounds 11.4 32,000 

Deacons     .7 2,000 

Evangelism   1.0 3,000 

Mission 17.4 48,500 

Total 99.8 279,300 

If you have not had an opportunity to turn in your 

pledge card; they will still gratefully be accepted.   

 

 

 

 

Building and Grounds: 

With the completion of our pledging and budgeting 

efforts the Admin Team hopes to again focus on 

investigating options for replacing and/or renovation of 

the church doors. The Building Improvement fund drive 

is in the second of the three year program. We hope 

funds from the drive will provide the means to complete 

this project. 

The portion of the garage building formerly utilized 

by the Boy Scouts is now available for our use. We 

anticipate cleaning the area up and renovating it to use 

as a storage area.  

Other projects on the back burner are replacing the 

ramp in front of the church, repair and resealing the 

parking lot, renovation of the kitchen, and  installation 

of a lift/elevator.  

Administrative Team: Mel Anderson, Sandy Blane, 

Roger Boss, Bob Chamberlain, Rob Harmon, Keith 

Leesman, Tracy Olson, Bill Opper,  and Rev. Adam 

Quine.  

 

SESSION REPORT: November 12, 2019 

The Session approved the church budget for 2020, 

including the Pastor’s Terms of Call. Pastor Quine 

informed he plans to take his Sabbatical in 2021. 

A Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for 

December 22 to review the budget and elect Elders and 

Deacons. A proposal to amend the Constitution and 

Bylaws to provide for a range of from five to nine 

Deacons was approved and will be presented at the 

December 22 Congregational meeting, along with the 

proposed Administrative Manual. Copies of the budget 

are to be made available two weeks prior to the meeting. 

Copies of the Manual will be made available upon 

request. 

Elders and Deacons will be ordained and installed 

January 12. Annual reports will be due January 12. 

The annual meeting of the Congregation will be 

January 26. 

Session members approved a request from Marlise 

Wachter to remove her from the Church Roll, but retain 

her as a Friend of the Congregation. 

It was noted the Clerk of Session’s Minute Book has 

been approved by the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery. 

The Administrative Team informed the weekly work 

of the Sexton has been set at 15 hours.  
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First Presbyterian Church 
301 Pekin St. 
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www.preslincoln.org 

office@preslincoln.org 

217-732-6141 

Office hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
STAFF 

Rev. Adam Quine 
Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst. 

Julie Kasa, Music Director 

Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist 

Leo Logan, Sexton 

Diane Osborn, Clerk of Session 

Join us during Advent 

Blue Christmas   

Saturday, December 21, 6 p.m.,  

Union Chapel 

Christmas Eve  

Tuesday, December 24, 7 p.m., 

Sanctuary 

Library Lyrics 

“Gratitude as a 

discipline involves a 

conscious choice. I can 

choose to be grateful even 

when my emotions and 

feelings are still steeped 

in hurt and resentment. It 

is amazing how many 

occasions present 

themselves in which I can 

choose gratitude instead 

of a complaint.”  

— HENRI NOUWEN 

 

http://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org
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Did you know the students from The Center for Creativity & Community have been 

collaborating with Lincoln College for a winter jazz performance? You do now! On Thursday 

and Friday, December 5 and 6, The Center students and Lincoln College students from the 

Contemporary Jazz Studies will put on an original Music Revue: THE JUMP JIVE JUKE 

BOX. The students have written music and the story around the history of the juke box, which 

include jump blues tunes from Louis Jordan and others. Come support this collaborative 

mission ministry of First Presbyterian Church and Lincoln College.   


