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Through Stained Glass: 
Embodying Easter  

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

Our Easter greeting will take on new meaning this 

year. On Sunday, April 4, we will return to [restricted 

hybrid] in-person worship. Our Sanctuary, which has 

sat empty for over a year, will be full of life. The 

organ will [probably] play, the newly hired music 

director will offer a solo, the preacher will preach, and 

the parishioners—that’s you—will minister. The 

bright light of Resurrection Morning will be a 

welcome sign for many!  

I’m excited. I really am. But, I am also curious. 

I’m wondering if the story of Easter will resonate in a 

different way this year. I’m thinking about Peter and 

John running to the tomb and seeing the linens where 

they expected Jesus to be. I’m thinking about Mary, 

who in her grief grew frustrated with whom she 

thought was the gardener, because she, too, wasn’t 

prepared for the emptiness of the tomb. I’m thinking 

about the gardener, who is actually the Risen Christ, 

and the words he speaks to Mary when she realizes 

it’s her Rabbouni. “Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on 

to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 

But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.”’” The Easter message isn’t that it 

remains in the Garden, but is only understood on the 

go—in the world, shared with all of creation. 

Want to know what I love the most about the 

Easter story? It happened in the darkness. It begins 

with fear, sorrow, and profound loss of certainty. It 

wasn’t what anyone expected. And yet, between the 

tears, sighs too deep for words, and confusion, 

Mary—and all of humanity for that matter—

encounters a bizarre and inexplicable Love in the half-

light of dawn.  

The thing about God, is that God shows up in 

unexpected ways. The thing about God, is that God is 

dynamic. The thing about God, is that God is 

unpredictable—except when it comes to love. In and 

through Jesus, we see not only the heart of God, but 

the heart of humanity. In and through the death and 

resurrection of Christ, the whole meaning of humanity 

is revealed. Resurrection means life—but not life as 

we know it. Easter is about our participation in the life 

of the Triune God. The resurrection means we don’t 

speak of the resurrection in the past tense, but a reality 

that is present to us now. When we declare that 

“Christ is risen,” we are declaring that we are now 

Christ in the world!  

Easter Sunday is the day we enter into the life of 

the Trinity. It is the day we remember that we need 

not fear death, because life has, and will always have, 

the final say. Now, by the Spirit, we not only share 

life with the Risen Christ, but we are Christ to the 

world. As St. Teresa of Avila said, “Christ has no 

body on earth but ours!” Easter is the day we enter 

into the barrenness and darkness of the tomb, only to 

discover Christ is here! And the best part is, that 

Christ comes to us the same way Christ came to 

Mary—and we need not have checked our baggage at 

the door.  

Here’s the thing though, about Easter. If we 

proclaim Christ’s resurrection, are we ready to live it? 

Are we ready to empty ourselves out for the sake of 

others? Are we willing to confront the evil in our lives 

for the sake of a truly inclusive church, where 

everyone is welcome? Are we committed to offering 

our hearts, hands, and resources in a way that 

cultivates life, while bearing witness to the radical 

love of the Risen Christ, who embodied the Beloved 

Community? 

Oh, Church; I love the Easter story. It is 

unpredictable and unexpected—but, it is surprising 

and inspiring. The story of Easter is one that says, 

“Christ is not here! Because Christ is everywhere!”  

So, on this Easter Sunday, let us come to the 

Banquet of the Lamb, the Risen Christ, the Bread of 

Heaven, who is not the food of the dead—but the true 

Risen Body of Christ. Here, there, and everywhere: let 

those who encounter the Risen Christ begin to live and 

know life in its fullest forever! Let us, Church, 

embody the Easter story, while we proclaim the best 

of news— 

Christ. Is. Risen!   

Adam 
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By now you have heard that I [Adam] am going 

on Sabbatical this coming summer and fall. The last 

two months I’ve included the rationale and a brief 

explanation of what a sabbatical is and how both the 

pastor and the parish benefit from one. This month 

I’m including a brief synopsis of my temporary plan. 

Much of my travel is still undetermined because of 

Covid-19 restrictions. 

The mystics say the inner self of a person is the 

dwelling place of the Divine. A great temptation for 

people is to live not from the inner self, but from the 

outer, created self. The tendency for this to occur is 

when the person loses sight of the inner self—to have 

lost sight of his or her center. This sabbatical will be 

important, because it shall be a time to focus on the 

things in my life that are important. Through the 

intentional practices of contemplation, celebration, 

recreation, and inspiration, this sabbatical will 

rekindle the spark that started my ministry over 15 

years ago. 

Each of the four pillars of my sabbatical are an 

independent practice, yet each is dependent upon the 

other to share holding my center secure. To suggest 

that any one of the below activities fits entirely within 

any one of my four goals diminishes the value of 

each. Most of my plans involve only me, but there are 

instances when I can bring my beloved two-year-old 

Golden Retriever, Tecumseh, with me. 

On August 1, I will drive to the Abbey of 

Gethsemani, in Trappist, Kentucky, for the first part 

of my sabbatical practice. I anticipate being there 

three weeks, settling into their hospitality house, 

where I will join the brothers in keeping the hours, 

entering into the quiet solitude of those Kentucky 

hills, and enjoying the silence of the space. These 

three weeks will offer me a complete “detox” from 

the ministry and the society in which I am normally 

accustomed, and I anticipate that time of 

contemplation to help focus me for what will come. 

After three weeks there, I will leave the Abbey on 

August 22, for the one-day trip back to my home, in 

Lincoln. I will spend the next week preparing for the 

second part of this experience, which will be a trip to 

some historical centers of Celtic and Scottish 

spirituality: the Emmaus Center in Dublin, 

Ireland ,and the Abbey of Iona, in Scotland. There, I 

anticipate joining less cloistered communities than 

that at Gethsemane, but I fully expect to be equally as 

contemplative and prayerful. The discipline I will 

focus on at these two locations will be celebration. 

Over the course of three to four weeks, I will enter 

into relationship with people who have vocations 

similar to mine and celebrate the gift that is shared 

ministry. My time in this part of the world will also 

allow me to embark on a type of pilgrimage—

specifically, to the Isle of Man where the Quines 

originate. 

The last month of my sabbatical will be one of 

recreation. I will spend these final days road tripping 

across the western part of the United States, taking 

time to hike with Tecumseh, learning to fly fish, and 

other activities that remind me that an essential part 

of my life is playing. Along the way, I will stay at, 

and visit, monasteries. I’ve always had a fascination 

with the monastic life and being able to see these 

communities brings me much joy. 

Finally, I will return home on October 30, in 

order to spend time, for the next three weeks, entering 

into the fourth practice of my sabbatical, inspiration. 

It’s during this quiet, at home time, when I will be 

able to reflect upon all I have seen and experienced. I 

will reconnect with family and friends, examine what 

God has been and is revealing to me, and seek out 

inspiration in these final days, prior to the next (and 

new) season of returning to church. Returning to 

Center is not something I will do only in the travel 

and the early and middle parts of the sabbatical, but it 

is especially during this time, when I believe I will 

see and experience the fullness of this season coming 

to its fruition. For these three weeks, I do not estimate 

any major expenses. 

 
Prospective Members Class 

New Members Class: 

Curious about joining our church? Want to know 

more about what it means to be Presbyterian? Or, do 

you want to freshen up on your Presbyterian heritage? 

If you answered yes, or even ‘maybe,’ you are invited 

to join us for a 3-week session called, "Who We Are 

& Hope to Become." Adam invites all prospective 

members and inquirers to attend this opportunity, 

before considering joining our congregation. Indeed, 

we want you to be as informed as possible, about the 

theological distinctions, unique history, and 

contextual richness of what it means to be 

Presbyterian in this place. The Ruling Elders and 

Adam will also honor your inquiry for what it is: a 

spiritual time of examination and discovery. They 

will do so by praying for you, by listening to your 

stories, and by inviting mentors to walk with you, as 

you consider joining our church. If you have any 

questions, please contact Adam. 
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Ministry of the Heart  
 
M.O.H. Team Report 

We are excited to announce the 

appointment of David Young as our 

new Music Director, following the 

retirement of Julie Kasa,who served 

the church for more than 30 years. 

We welcome David and his family: 

wife, Amanda and daughters, 

Danielle (age 6) and Skylar (age 2). 

David comes to First Presbyterian 

Church from the Shirley Christian 

Church in Shirley, Illinois. David will direct the First 

Presbyterian Church choir, organize the church’s 

musical programs, and expand its musical outreach into 

the community. 

David currently teaches music at Lincoln’s District 

27 elementary school where his ensembles have grown 

regularly, in size. He is a graduate of Illinois Wesleyan 

University (B.M.E.) and Illinois State University 

(M.M.E.).  David has directed musicals at the Vermillion 

Players in Pontiac, Illinois, and he also has served as a 

vocal music judge. Until 2018, David directed school 

choirs and musical productions at Flanagan-Cornell Unit 

District 74. At Flanagan-Cornell, David developed a 

reputation for attracting singers to his programs. He has 

been a professional pianist for over 20 years and also has 

performed as a vocal soloist. 

All of us are delighted at the prospect of working 

with David, to facilitate and develop our music ministry, 

and David looks forward to expanding his presence in 

Lincoln at a church that is known for its rich musical 

heritage. You can contact him via email at 

music@preslincoln.org. 

 

Easter: The Session has approved the re-opening of 

the Sanctuary for in person worship on Easter Sunday, 

April 4. We will utilize the guidelines implemented 

briefly in 2020 as a basis, as long as COVID 19 

restrictions are in place. The following   procedures will 

also be in place: 

 There is a limit of 50 persons in the Sanctuary for 

worship. 

 There will be a reservation sign-up for those 

wishing to attend. 

 All attending will be required to wear a mask and 

social distance. 

 There will be no singing or recitation by the 

congregation. 

 Communion may be picked up as you enter and 

taken to your seat for later in the service. 

 Service length is limited to 40 minutes. 

 Please leave quietly at the end of the service. 

Worship and Technology: Zach Embery attended 

our meeting to talk about technology.  Both Adam and 

Zach reminded us that we must be patient regarding the 

blending of in-person and online worship. It is an on-

going process in determining what works best, to have 

good quality for those online and those in the Sanctuary.  

Zach spoke about the many challenges they are dealing 

with, including cameras, cords, electric supply, the 

sound system, internet speed, microphones, Zoom vs. 

Facebook, Sanctuary hearing devices, etc. A step in 

aiding with improving our virtual worship, is the 

purchase of a dedicated computer and cameras. 

Our thanks and appreciation to Adam, Zach, and 

others for implementing the technology needed for 

virtual worship over this past year. 

Worship Assistants: Adam would like to return to 

incorporating the use of worship assistants during 

services. Please contact  Adam if you are interested in 

participating..  

Adam will be away on Sunday, April 18. The 

Session, with the help of the Worship Team, will lead 

worship.   

 

Ministry of the Hands  

 

Mission Team 

The Mission and Outreach Team met in March. 

Updates were given on the following ministry projects: 

Summer Food Program: The summer food program 

will be held again this year. It will be similar to last 

year’s program, which was a drive-up format at three 

locations (Washington-Monroe, Northwest and Central 

schools). There will be no kickoff celebration this year, 

and the program will run through July 2. 

Prison Program:  An endowed fund is being set up 

to provide funding to the prison ministry. So far, funds 

have been used for college coursework. Contributions to 

this fund are tax deductible. 

mailto:music@preslincoln.org
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Food Pantry: It was reported that many people 

are still contributing items to the food pantry, even 

though we are not worshipping in person. A 

monthly item will continue to be highlighted. The 

need for April will be Kleenex and Bandaids.  

Habitat for Humanity:  Although the project is 

about three weeks behind, due to school not being 

in  session earlier in the year, it is still expected to 

be finished by the end of the school year. They are 

in the process of looking for a lot to build the next 

home.  

Christmas Shopping Project: The Team will 

begin asking the congregation for donations in July. 

The second half of the meeting was a 

brainstorming session about the Team’s top three 

goals and priorities. 

Goals: 

1. More communication to the congregation 

about what our mission ministries are 

2. Youth relationships within our community 

3. Food insecurity 

Priorities: 

1. Community “Block Party” before Adam’s 

sabbatical 

2. Being a presence at Lincoln College on 

Move In day 

3. Updating the Mission Booklet 

4. Food insecurity in the community 

 

Lincoln Logan Food Pantry  

In January, Lincoln Logan Food Pantry served 

761 individuals, including 187 Children and 233 

households. 

 From an article in the Cave Creek/Carefree, 

Arizona Sun Times: 

The Foothills Foodbank and Resource Center 

serves 500 households at 2 locations.  Although, not 

seeing their normal customer numbers of previous 

months, the Executive Director states, "people, I 

think, were just afraid and staying home (covid19) 

and they had unemployment and they had 

stimulus...dollars". 

Food pantries across the U.S. have a focus to 

invite people, make them feel comfortable and help 

people while visiting food pantries during times of 

food insecurity.    

Lincoln Logan Food Pantry appreciates the 

support of our community and encourages everyone 

to reach out to those that might need the services of 

the food pantry. 

Donation focus for the month of April is 

Kleenex and band-aids. 

BBQ Update 

Just a quick note regarding the church BBQ. As 

we all continue to navigate our lives through this 

pandemic, we once more face the reality that having 

a BBQ fundraiser is not possible this summer. It is 

our hope and continued prayers, that we will be able 

to host the traditional Pork BBQ community 

gathering next July, 2022—celebrating the 40th! If 

the Fall season should find ourselves with new 

safety guidelines and health procedures in place, 

perhaps, some type of fundraising event could be 

planned. Please, stay well, and make healthy and 

safe choices. We miss being together, but know our 

faith and our love for each other keep us together. 

Thank you. 

Charlise and Deb 

 

 

 

Ministry of our Resources  
 

ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

The Ministry of Resources Team continues to 

work on various projects involving the building.  

The February freezing weather revealed some roof 

leaks that also caused damage to the interior of the 

library.  We are scheduling the organ repair work to 

be in this month, and we also experienced damage 

to the outer panes on one of the Sanctuary windows.  

We had some work done to the garage which now 

will offer us some better long term storage 

solutions.  For the doors, we continue to work 

towards finding the right company that can deliver a 

product that is visually acceptable and meets the 

ADA requirements for the doors.  

In the area of Stewardship, we thank you all for 

your continued financial support. While many 

churches have struggled in the pandemic, we 

continue to see a strong pace in our pledges to date.  

Thank you for continuing to show us your faith with 

your offerings.   

We are also pleased to welcome David Young 

to our staff as Music Director. It will be a blessing 

to have his musical talents in our worship services. 

We look forward to seeing you THIS MONTH!  
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It was all about the search. When First Presbyterian 

Church’s newest member, Cindy Laughery, went looking for 

a new church home, she went on line, seeking a 

congregation which was inclusive and accepted everyone 

despite any frailties. 

Cindy’s click on First Presbyterian caught her eye, then 

her interest, and before long she walked through the historic 

wooden doors into the Sanctuary and settled in a pew, the 

sun shining through the magnificent stained glass windows. 

And then there was the combination of music from The 

Choir, organ, piano, and cello, which caught her attention, 

along with the creative, energetic, heart-warming preaching 

of the Rev. Adam Quine. The friendliness of the 

congregation sealed the deal. This is the church where Cindy 

Laughery expects to be her home away from home. 

Since becoming a member, Cindy has been ordained a Deacon, and has been attending Kirk 

Nights. This is the church where she plans to learn more about God, her relationship with Him, 

and self-improvement. 

A Lincoln native, Cindy and her sister, Nancy, are the daughters of Larry and Ruth Bierman. 

She was baptized in the Catholic faith, but never attended church, later attending Zion Lutheran 

Church, where she served as a Sunday School teacher for young children. 

Cindy graduated from Lincoln Community High School, was wed to and later divorced from 

David Laughery, and has retired after spending 39 ½ years with the Illinois Department of 

Human Services, working her way from performing clerical duties to becoming a case worker. 

In addition to becoming a member of First Presbyterian Church, other important events in 

Cindy’s life include spending time with her daughter, Shannon, and her pets, Dottie, a Shi Tzu, 

and Pumpkin, her cat. Cindy called her dog Maggie, with whom she spent 13 years, “Her baby.” 

Maggie has passed on to join other dogs in their heavenly kingdom. 

Travels with her sister to Florida, St. Charles, Missouri, and Tennessee are also highlights for 

Cindy. Other interests include, “Messing around with my plants,” music, reading, water aerobics, 

and spending time with friends. Although claiming to be, “Not much of a sports fan,” Cindy still 

holds the St. Louis Cardinals close to heart, because her “Dad was a big Cardinal fan, and we 

went to a lot of games, when I was growing up.” 

Her favorite hymn is, “As the Deer,” and her favorite Bible verse is Ephesians 3:18: “I pray 

you being rooted and established in love, may have power together with all the things, to grasp, 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Meet Cindy Laughery... 
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STAFF  

Rev. Adam Quine, MDiv, MAS 
Zach Embery, Associate to  
 Technological Ministry 
David Young, Music Director 
Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist  
Bill Opper, Clerk of Session  
Mel Anderson, Treasurer 
Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst.  
Leo Logan, Sexton  

SESSION NOTES: February 9, 2021 

The Session met on March 9 and acted on four important issues. 

1. The hiring of David Young as Music Director was approved by Session. Mr. 

Young is an experienced public school music teacher and church music director. 

His employment is effective April 1. (see page 3) 

2. A contract with Fabry Organ Repair was approved. The company had identified 

needed repairs and submitted a proposed contract. Total cost of $2,488 will be met 

from Memorial Funds, in honor of Roger Boss. 

3. A report from the Pork BBQ Committee regretfully concluded no BBQ event 

should occur this year. The Session agreed with the recommendation. 

4. The Session approved the resumption of in-person worship, effective April 4, 

Easter Sunday. There will be Covid-19 safety protocols to be followed. The 

details are to be established by the Ministry of the Heart Team. 
 

 

https://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org

