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Through Stained Glass 
 The abyss is deep and foreboding. As I 

attempt to extricate myself from the chasm, I 

slip back into the murky darkness. Sleep 

brings demons in my dreams; therefore, I 

avoid sleep. Hunger is absent. Tears are few 

now, I am too tired to cry, concerned that I 

am too tired to care. My thoughts race in 

circles. My insides quake, as if I have a 

speech to present and I am unprepared. I long 

for my old self. The façade I have shown to 

all: self-assured, contemplative, strong, 

aware. I have never been a “pansy,” unable 

to quell my emotions. I have shared thoughts 

and feelings with others that I now wish I had 

not. They now know my vulnerabilities. At my 

lowest point, I understand why people cut 

themselves. The pain is so deep, so all 

consuming. 

What is your first reaction after reading this little 

excerpt? Morose! Oh MY! Wonder what happened? 

They are sick/crazy! Do they need help? In Hebrews 

10:33 it states; “Sometimes you were exposed to 

public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes you 

helped others who were suffering the same things.”  

Although this is taken out of context, oftentimes 

those who suffer from mental illness also suffer great 

ridicule, and are shunned by the populist. In 1 Peter 

4:10 it says; “God has given each of you a gift from 

his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to 

serve one another.” 

Mental illness is real. It comes in all ages, 

genders, socio-economic categories, political 

affiliations, religions. No one is immune. Depression 

holds all of us, even if only for a brief time. We have 

heard of SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder), caused 

in the winter by the cold, dreary, shut-up time of 

year. Depression also comes with the loss of a family 

member, friend, or cherished pet. We mourn, going 

through the five stages of grieving and then move on. 

Those with mental illness (bi-polar, depression, 

anxiety, etc) have great difficulty moving on. 

The pandemic of the last year has caused a lot of 

loss, suffering, and confusion. Many have had bouts 

of depression, anxiety, the feeling of being lost. 

People have felt anxious about a myriad of ‘things’; 

concerned about going out, seeing friends and family, 

going on a vacation, going to work or shopping. Do 

you, or don’t you, get the vaccine? Do you wear a 

mask or not? Are the cloth masks as good as the 

paper ones? So many questions, and no real good 

answers. Some of the aforementioned questions lead 

to very heated, unchristian responses and more 

depression and anxiety. 

He will rescue the poor, when they cry to him; he 

will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend 

them. (Psalm 72:12) In actuality, the poor and the 

oppressed have us to defend them! The sick and the 

lame, the blind, the mentally ill. You do not have to 

be a trained therapist. You do have to listen and 

provide support. When God’s people are in need, be 

ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 

hospitality (Romans 12:13). 

First Presbyterian Church has a fund for those 

suffering mental illness, but we can all help. Be 

aware of your friends and family through these trying 

times. Listen to what they are saying, and notice how 

they are acting. Be there as their confidant, support, 

and listening ear. Help them, as they are moving 

through this uncertain time in their lives. The LORD 

helps the fallen, and lifts those bent beneath their 

loads (Psalms 145:14). We need to pick each other 

up, dust each other off, and try to move forward to a 

brighter tomorrow. 

Since I started on a rather dreadful note, I thought 

I should end on a more positive note: I see us all as 

long, thin, candles. You light them, and they emanate 

light, heat, a calm within us. Slowly, a small rivulet 

slides down the side of the candle, making a small 

mass at the base of the candle. The candle continues 

to burn, provide light, heat, and calm. The puddle of 

wax at the base continues to grow and harden into an 
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unrecognizable mass, a disheveled mess. The candle 

becomes smaller and smaller. The light begins to 

flicker and eventually dies out completely. There is 

no more light, no more heat, no more calm. There is 

darkness, loneliness, and an emptiness that seems 

unable to be sated. We can remain the disheveled 

mass, or we can find strength with the help of others. 

The disheveled mass can be reformed, melted down, 

a new wick added, and again the candle, in all of its 

splendor and glory, can be relit to continue to provide 

light, heat, calm. Relight your candle and shine with 

the grace and peace that makes you who you are. 
 

Cince Bowns 

**to answer a question that may or may not be in 

your head, I wrote all that is here. Some in my darker 

times and others in my lighter times. May the peace 

of God be with each of you today, tomorrow, and 

always.  

 

Ministry of the Heart  
NEWS . . . 

On August 22, the kids enjoyed a scavenger hunt 

to learn about things and places in our church 

building. They visited several “stations” around the 

church where members of the congregation explained 

the purposes or shared stories about each space. 

Afterwards, a pizza lunch was enjoyed in the CE 

Building. 

Wednesday morning Bible study will be held at 

10 a.m. in the Parlor, beginning on September 8. The 

four-week discussion is entitled “Following Jesus: 

Challenges and Opportunities for Today.” Books will 

be provided. Let Cathy M. know if you are interested 

in attending. 

An outing to a Peoria Chiefs game is scheduled 

for Sunday, September 19. Game time is 1:30 p.m., 

and tickets are $10. Sign-up in the parlor, or call the 

church office. Car pools will leave the church at 

12:15 p.m. 

We are hoping to begin “Wo-men’s” coffee 

hours and Men’s breakfasts this fall. If you would 

like to host a coffee, there is a sign-up sheet in the 

parlor. 

Kirk Night continues in September. Topics 

include a review of the book, Like Streams to the 

Ocean (presented by Becca and Andy Brandt). Then 

on September 15, Dan Frachey will begin leading 

Kirk Night, offering Spiritual Direction and 

highlighting “Contemplation and Celebration.” Kirk 

Night takes place each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in 

the church parlor. 

Finally, a reminder to take part in the Scrapbook 

project for Adam. You are invited to create a 

memento of happenings while Adam is on Sabbatical. 

This could be a poem, a photo from your life, or 

church activity,  a note to Adam, a piece of original 

artwork, etc. The possibilities are endless! You can 

give them to Cathy M., Kelli, Cherie, or any member 

of the Mission of the Heart team. The goal is to 

have people turn in one memento per month while 

Adam is away. 

SAVE THE DATE: Our annual wiener roast at 

Connie Boss’s home will be held on October 24. 

 

FELLOWSHIP IS... 

Opportunity to share. One way we have been 

presented to be a part of this sharing is through 

books, which are a part of our sabbatical experience. 

Migrations, by Charlotte McConaghy appears on our 

reading list and provides a thoughtful story of a 

young woman and the people she encounters in her 

life. McConaghy earned a Master’s degree in 

screenwriting from the Australian Film, Television 

and Radio School, and lives in Sydney, Australia. She 

has published eight young adult  books; Migrations is 

her first adult novel making its debut in the United 

States. 

Franny Stone’s childhood is one of abandonment 

and wandering from Australia to Ireland and back. 

Her family is troubled and so is she, as she wanders 

from place to place, searching for something she 

herself cannot define. 

Throughout her life Franny continues to wander, 

never staying anywhere for long. While working at 

the National University of Ireland as a janitor, she 

meets, falls in love with, and quickly marries a 

science professor, Niall. She shares his protective 

love of all creatures and becomes passionate about 

saving Australian terns from extinction. She believes 

that Niall is the only person who really understands 

her, and he realizes that the wandering is an integral 

part of who she is. Grief over the loss of a stillborn 

daughter and the death of her husband, spurs Franny 

on to Greenland, where she boards a commercial 

fishing vessel, meets the captain and crew of the 

Saghani (“Raven”), and continues her search for the 

migrating terns. Though she walks into the ocean to 

join her husband and daughter, she resurfaces and 

returns to her life. 

Migrations is a story that can be examined by 

readers who hold varying fields of interest. It is a 

science story regarding the protection of animals 

threatened by extinction. It is a psychological/
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sociological story of mankind’s mistreatment of the 

earth in general and other species specifically. It is 

filled with symbols of entrapment, resilience, and 

illusions of freedom. The themes of love, 

destruction, belonging, home, and “migration’ 

without destination:—all set in a dystopian society—

provide a good read that lasts long after the last page 

goes by and the book is closed. 

Enjoy. And remember, you are loved. 

 

SING A NEW SONG  

Psalm 96 has always been one of my favorite 

Bible verses. As disappointed as I am that 

congregational singing has not returned yet, I think 

this verse will take on a whole new meaning when 

we are finally able to sing again in glorious song. 

 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

 

This psalm can be very challenging, as it directly 

tells us to sing a NEW song—not your favorite, not 

the one with the best melody, not the oldest, etc. This 

phrase of “sing a new song” is found in at least four 

different places in the Bible, in addition to Psalm 96 

(Psalm 98:1, Revelation 5:9, Psalm 33:3, Isaiah 

42:10). This is clearly a calling from God to 

constantly seek out new ways to praise him through 

new music or a renewed spirit. 

One of the most challenging aspects of music is 

that ‘familiarity’ usually breeds fondness and joy. 

Conversely, ‘newness’ can also yield rejection and 

sometimes anger. My wife has spent the past TEN 

years trying to get me to listen to country music, and 

I am finally at the point where I can listen and 

appreciate some songs (enjoy would be stretching it 

a bit too far). I’m sure my wife is glad that I’m 

willing to go with her to some country concerts, but 

it has still been a major uphill battle.  

Research shows that music of our teenage years 

(around ages 14-16) is generally our preferred music 

for our entire life. Even though my dad and sister 

enjoy country music, it wasn’t something that any of 

my high school friends talked about, and I never 

listened to it while in high school. Without that 

exposure, I never grew to enjoy or seek out those 

artists. For me, I gravitated towards songwriters that 

played piano, like Billy Joel and Elton John, whom 

both of my parents loved also. Undoubtedly, their 

stylistic playing still influences my own playing style 

today. Growing up in the Catholic church during 

junior high and high school explains why I gravitate 

to the music of Marty Haugen and Daniel Schutte 

from the 90s. Thankfully—VERY thankfully—we 

are able to grow beyond the music of our youth, or 

else I might still be “Livin’ La Vida Loca” or 

listening to NSYNC.  

As a music teacher, I have always prided myself 

on having an eclectic musical taste that can teach 

Bach, Beethoven, or Vivaldi one moment and then 

switch to Stevie Wonder, the Beatles, or Common 

the next. When I select songs for choir, I try to stress 

that I will never be able to pick a song that every 

student likes. I am sure that will be true of our choir 

too, when we are able to begin meeting. However, I 

do encourage the choir members to try and keep an 

open mind, as often what starts out as their least 

favorite song can turn into one of their favorites 

when they become more familiar with it and start to 

appreciate it.  

I feel the same principle also applies to songs 

sung in church. I will never be able to pick a song 

that everybody loves. However, as we read Psalm 96 

and other Bible verses, every song that is sung in 

praise is pleasing to God’s ear—both new and old 

alike—and hopefully each song brings you closer to 

God’s presence in some way. As individuals and as a 

congregation, we have to be open to the reason we 

are singing—to worship communally in the presence 

of God. As we excitedly await and anticipate all of us 

being able to sing together again, I encourage you to 

try singing or listening to a new song with a joyful 

heart and energy. It will truly be a glorious day 

when we are all able to sing together again. 

“Sing”cerely, 

David Young 

 

 

Ministry of the Hands  
NEWS FROM THE  

MISSION AND OUTREACH TEAM 

Adam’s Sabbatical Blog  
at https://sabbaticalsaunterings.com.  

Check it out! 

https://sabbaticalsaunterings.com
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Guest Preachers for the month of September... 
 

Our guest preacher on Sunday, September 5, is the Rev. Dr. Laura Brookens 

Reason, Honorably Retired, who lives in Peoria, IL. Laura served as a solo, 

associate, and designated pastor and in four interim positions. Over the last 30 

years, she served the larger Presbyterian Church (USA) as an educational 

consultant, workshop leader, moderator for Synod School, field site supervisor for 

McCormick Seminary, preaching faculty for the Synod of Lincoln Trails 

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training Program, on several Committees on Ministry, 

and as Moderator of the Synod of Lincoln Trails and of the Presbytery of Wabash 

Valley. She is currently sorting down the accumulations of parish ministry, serving as Co-Director of 

Covenant Gathering, and completing the certification requirements of a nine-month coaching program. She, 

and her late husband, Sam, have two sons, two lovely daughters-in-law, and four grandchildren.  

Rev. Chrisopher “Chip” Roland will fill the pulpit on September 12 and 26. 

Chip was born and raised in Peoria, and received his M.Div. from San Francisco 

Theological. “These days, I work with the pastoral care department at OSF Saint 

Francis Medical Center, specializing in adult cardiac ICU and palliative chaplaincy. 

I’m looking for ward to meeting everyone!”   

Rev. Jennifer Sakata returns to FPC on Sunday, September 19. She lives in 

Washington, IL, where she and her husband Craig are raising their sons Ethan (13) 

and Seth (10). She served the Presbyterian Church in Washington prior to her 

commitment to being home full-time. Jennifer serves 

throughout our Presbytery and is passionate about 

reclaiming our grace-filled identity as God’s “sent-out”  people. She is a graduate of 

Fuller Theological Seminary and Mount Holyoke College. Jennifer enjoys cycling, 

running for the kids of St. Jude, reading in coffee shops, developing community, and 

preparing deliciously healthy and fresh foods. More recently, Jennifer celebrates her 

inclusion in the publication of two compilation books! You can connect with Jennifer 

and subscribe through her weekly blog and website: www.jennifersakata.com or on 

her author Facebook page: www.facebook.com/JenniferSakata.Author. 

Dan Frachey is a spiritual director and entrepreneur who is starting a new business called Legacy Weavers 

Video. He most recently served as Program Director for the Chiara Center, a place of Franciscan spirituality on 

the beautiful grounds of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis convent in Springfield, IL. In 2010, he did his 

graduate work in Pastoral Studies and obtained his Certificate in Spiritual Direction from the Aquinas Institute 

of Theology in St. Louis. Previously, Dan had spent 11 years working in parish 

ministries at the Church of St. Jude in Rochester, served as Executive Director at 

Habitat for Humanity of Sangamon County and as supervisor of the St. John’s 

Breadline. He and his wife Sherry celebrated 30 years of marriage this past April. 

They have two children Nicolas and Clare. Outside of work Dan enjoys playing 

trombone in various pit orchestras for community theater in Springfield, loves 

riding his motorcycle and inventing new flavors for his homemade jelly 

business. We look forward to having Dan lead our Kirk Night sessions in the 

months of September and October! 

http://www.jennifersakata.com
http://www.facebook.com/JenniferSakata.Author
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Members of the Mission and Outreach Team 

participated in the annual LynxFest at Lincoln 

College on August 26. Welcome bags containing 

water bottles, mini frisbees, granola bars and 1st 

Presbyterian Church information were presented to 

interested Lincoln College students. There were 

approximately 49 businesses, churches, community 

organizations, clubs and college groups on hand to 

welcome students. 

There are several other opportunities to get 

involved in mission projects: 

Food for Thought: We will be starting another 

school year of providing weekend food for students 

at Northwest School. You can sign up to help shop 

for the food, package it and/or deliver it to the 

school.  More information coming SOON! 

Food Pantry: You can donate goods to the Food 

Pantry. There is a basket in the back of the Sanctuary 

to drop your items.  September’s Food Pantry need is 

dish soap. Vegetables from our very own church 

community garden have also been donated to the 

Food Pantry. 

Community Garden: The garden is now 

producing tomatoes, green peppers, cucumbers, 

zucchini, and squash.  When it is time to harvest on a 

larger scale, an announcement will be made to 

let you know when you can come out and help! 

Prison Ministry:  The team is still collecting 

greeting cards (especially children’s birthday cards) 

to provide to inmates so they are able to send loved 

ones and family members cards on special occasions.  

These can be dropped off in the church office or 

given to any Mission Team member. 

Christmas Shopping Project: Donations are 

being accepted each month to help supply the 

Christmas “shop” for the children at Christian Child 

Care and Headstart. Students will shop for gifts for 

family members. This month’s special need is 

beauty, bath and spa items. There is a box at the back 

of the Sanctuary for these items. 

Kemmerer Village Work Day: Plans are being 

made for a work day at Kemmerer Village during the 

month of October. The day usually begins at 8 a.m. 

with work (painting, cleaning, yard work etc.) being 

done on the premises until lunchtime. The date will 

be announced as soon as it is confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY   

July 2021 Distribution Report: 

Individuals served  773 

Children served         181 

Households served   256 

The food pantry has received many donations 

from area gardens and fields: sweet corn, all varieties 

of vegetables, and monetary donations too. These 

donations help us tremendously. 

Lorraine Sasse recently celebrated her 90th 

birthday with an open house event. In lieu of gifts, 

Lorraine asked guests to bring canned food items or 

monetary donations. We were very pleased to 

receive two grocery carts full of food items and 

several hundred dollars too. Thanks to Lorraine, 

family, and friends for thinking of the food pantry! 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau,  Logan 

County lists 12.8% persons in poverty, with a 

population percent change from 2010 to 2019, down 

5.6%. The April 1, 2020 Logan County population 

census reports the Logan County population has 

decreased from 30,305 in 2010 to 27,987 in 2019,  

yet there remains a need to provide food items to 

food insecure families. 

 Rick Releford, Norm Newhouse, and all the 

volunteers at Lincoln Logan Food Pantry thank you 

for your continued support. 

 Donation focus for the month of September is 

Dish Soap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church, of Lincoln, IL,  

was mentioned recently by  

our own Kelsey Dallas, in the  

online newsletter, State of Faith. 

Earlier this month, I brought my son to my childhood church 

for the first time... 

 

https://www.deseret.com/faith/2021/8/24/22635487/state-

of-faith-what-its-like-to-be-homesick-for-a-church-covid-19-

pandemic-moving-away-religion 

https://www.deseret.com/faith/2021/8/24/22635487/state-of-faith-what-its-like-to-be-homesick-for-a-church-covid-19-pandemic-moving-away-religion
https://www.deseret.com/faith/2021/8/24/22635487/state-of-faith-what-its-like-to-be-homesick-for-a-church-covid-19-pandemic-moving-away-religion
https://www.deseret.com/faith/2021/8/24/22635487/state-of-faith-what-its-like-to-be-homesick-for-a-church-covid-19-pandemic-moving-away-religion
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MEET ANDY & BECCA BRANT 
 

It was the Center for Creativity that initially 

caught the eye of Andy and Becca Brant, as they 

searched for a new church home. They liked their 

first encounters with Pastor Adam Quine. 

After they went to the Black Lives Matter 

gathering, Andy and Becca decided they wanted to 

learn more about a church that would speak so 

firmly against racism and for inclusion and 

equality. 

Both had grown up and worked in non-

denominational Christian churches, but had felt 

disconnected. They began asking questions and 

looked up the Presbyterian Church USA online 

and found out that the beliefs of the Lincoln 

church also stood for those of the Presbyterian 

Church USA. 

Becca and Andy 

knew they wanted 

to become a part 

of this church and 

the work that God 

was doing here. 

 They decided 

First Presbyterian 

would become 

their new church 

home, becoming 

members in June 

of 2021. Both 

believe they have 

truly been 

welcomed and 

cared for here, and 

look forward to 

serving, growing, 

and being a part of 

the First 

Presbyterian 

church family. 

 

Andy was born and raised in Fairfield, IL, 

where his parents continue to reside. He attended 

Southern Illinois University, later transferring to 

Lincoln Christian University (LCU), obtaining a 

degree in Youth Ministry. It was at LCU where he 

met Becca. 

Becca was born in Hoffmann Estates, IL, and 

moved with her parents, Clare and Paula Gramley,  

to Lincoln, when she was in first grade. Following 

graduation from high school, Becca enrolled in 

classes at LCU. 

The couple will celebrate their 18th wedding 

anniversary this December. As a couple, they have 

worked with youth ministry in Taylorville, IL, 

Aurora, CO, and Lancaster County, PA. Becca and 

Andy spent eight years in Pennsylvania and loved 

living there. 

However, as Becca puts it, “God just opened 

the doors,” for our move to Lincoln. By that time, 

a little more than a year and a half ago, Andy and 

Becca had left formal ministry. It was then that 

Andy received a call from his old boss at LCU, 

asking him to consider moving back to Lincoln to 

become the assistant director of maintenance, 

eventually to become director in a few years, when 

the current director retires. 

This opportunity became coupled with her 

parents retirement and a move from Lincoln to 

North Carolina. So, Andy accepted the position in 

Lincoln, and they purchased Becca’s family home 

on Ninth Street. 

They realized Lincoln was a good place to 

raise a family, and Lincoln was also located closer 

to Andy’s parents, in Fairfield. 

Their home on Ninth Street, and its garden, has 

become a hobby for them as they “fix it up” and 

adapt it to their needs. Becca relates, “We love the 

house on Ninth Street.” 

Andy is known for being, “great with his 

hands” and can “fix about anything.” He refinishes 

antique furniture and also builds new pieces. 

 

Becca loves to cook, especially baking, and 

has had some culinary training at Lincolnland 

Community College. She also enjoys reading. 

The entire family, including their son, Logan, 

12, and daughter, Lily, 14, loves to be artistic and 

to create and laugh. 

Lily, who was born in Colorado, attends 

Lincoln Community High School, loves animals 

and technology, and hopes to become a marine 

biologist. She also loves music and theater, and 

describes herself as “quirky.” 

Logan was born in Lincoln and is a seventh 

grader at Lincoln Junior High School. The family 

considers Logan to be their athlete and attend 

Junior High baseball games. Of course, that means 

Andy spends time assisting Logan with extra ball 

practice to keep his skills sharp. Logan is also 

involved with track.  

When not doing sports, Logan can be found 

outside doing anything “rough and tumble.” He 

also has been tabbed the “family comedian.” 

The Brants have a Golden Retriever puppy 

named Della, who has helped them get through the 

COVID epidemic. 

Becca’s favorite hymn is, “How Great Thou 

Art” and her favorite scripture is Matthew 6: 26-28 

which asks, “Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

“Are you not of more value than they? And 

which of you by being anxious can add one cubit 

to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 

of these.” 

And for Andy, his favorite hymn is, “When I 

Survey the Wondrous Cross.” His favorite Bible 

verses are from Exodus 3: 1-3, which tells of when 

the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame 

of fire out of the midst of a bush—the bush was 

burning, but was not consumed. 

Ministry of our Resources  
SESSION MEETING: AUGUST 11, 2021, 5 P.M. 

All members were present. 

Rev. Dr. Laura Reason, having accepted an 

invitation from Rev. Quine, moderated the meeting and 

will continue to moderate until Rev. Quine returns. 

The Session approved the reports of the three 

Ministry teams. Summaries of their activities are 

included elsewhere in the LINK. 

Session also took the following three actions. 

 The sabbatical grant budget was approved. Rev. 

Quine acquired grant money to pay additional 

expenses accruing from the sabbatical. Ten 

thousand five hundred dollars of that money was 

designated for additional expenses incurred by 

FPCL. These expenses include compensation to 

guest preachers, guest Session moderator, 

pastoral care for the FPCL congregation, the 

development of nursery care, and several other 

items. A checking account designated only for 

this money was created, and a budget developed 

for its use. 

 Session approved contracting 

with Payton Ruestman, at 

$30 per Sunday, to provide 

nursery care from 9:45 until 

11:15 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings. She started on 

August 15, and will continue 

for the remainder of 2021. 

Funds for this expense will 

come from the sabbatical 

account described above. 

 A Building Use Request, 

presented by Judy Rader on 

behalf of the Lincoln 

Woman’s Club, for a Blood 

Bank day was approved. The 

r e q u e s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y 

designated the event as being 

held in honor of Sandy 

Blane. The date is still to be 

determined 
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parents retirement and a move from Lincoln to 

North Carolina. So, Andy accepted the position in 

Lincoln, and they purchased Becca’s family home 

on Ninth Street. 

They realized Lincoln was a good place to 

raise a family, and Lincoln was also located closer 

to Andy’s parents, in Fairfield. 

Their home on Ninth Street, and its garden, has 

become a hobby for them as they “fix it up” and 

adapt it to their needs. Becca relates, “We love the 

house on Ninth Street.” 

Andy is known for being, “great with his 

hands” and can “fix about anything.” He refinishes 

antique furniture and also builds new pieces. 

 

Becca loves to cook, especially baking, and 

has had some culinary training at Lincolnland 

Community College. She also enjoys reading. 

The entire family, including their son, Logan, 

12, and daughter, Lily, 14, loves to be artistic and 

to create and laugh. 

Lily, who was born in Colorado, attends 

Lincoln Community High School, loves animals 

and technology, and hopes to become a marine 

biologist. She also loves music and theater, and 

describes herself as “quirky.” 

Logan was born in Lincoln and is a seventh 

grader at Lincoln Junior High School. The family 

considers Logan to be their athlete and attend 

Junior High baseball games. Of course, that means 

Andy spends time assisting Logan with extra ball 

practice to keep his skills sharp. Logan is also 

involved with track.  

When not doing sports, Logan can be found 

outside doing anything “rough and tumble.” He 

also has been tabbed the “family comedian.” 

The Brants have a Golden Retriever puppy 

named Della, who has helped them get through the 

COVID epidemic. 

Becca’s favorite hymn is, “How Great Thou 

Art” and her favorite scripture is Matthew 6: 26-28 

which asks, “Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

“Are you not of more value than they? And 

which of you by being anxious can add one cubit 

to his span of life? And why are you anxious about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 

of these.” 

And for Andy, his favorite hymn is, “When I 

Survey the Wondrous Cross.” His favorite Bible 

verses are from Exodus 3: 1-3, which tells of when 

the angel of the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame 

of fire out of the midst of a bush—the bush was 

burning, but was not consumed. 
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The LINK  
First Presbyterian Church  

301 Pekin St.  

Lincoln, IL 62656  

 

www.preslincoln.org  

office@preslincoln.org  

217-732-6141  

 

STAFF  

Rev. Adam Quine, MDiv, MAS 
Zack Embery, Associate to  
 Technological Ministry 
David Young, Music Director 
Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist  
Bill Opper, Clerk of Session  
Mel Anderson, Treasurer 
Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst.  
Leo Logan, Sexton  

LET’S HELP OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR... 

Please fill out the following survey to let David 

Young know how First Presbyterian is currently 

fulfilling your musical needs and how he can continue 

or improve our musical offerings moving forward. 

Survey: https://bit.ly/PresLincolnMusic 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please feel 

free to reach out to David with any questions you might 

have. Choir is for anyone who enjoys singing with 

others. You don’t need to be able to read music or  

have the greatest singing ability to join the  

choir. EVERYONE who is willing is invited  

to join! 

Email: music@preslincoln.org 

https://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org
https://bit.ly/PresLincolnMusic
mailto:music@preslincoln.org

