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Through Stained Glass:  
A Message from Kelli Owens 

 

God be with you.  

And also with you.  

I just love proper liturgical greetings in 

the evening.  

(cue lighting of candle)  
 

Those of you who have attended our Kirk night 

(Wednesday evenings) will recognize these words, even 

if nostalgically. We began so many rich and meaningful 

conversations this summer with this humble pause to 

recognize the presence in which we dwell. They were 

first “Adam’s words” but have become, in the course of 

companioning each other, ours as well somehow. Now, 

at summer’s end, I want to reflect on some of the terrain 

we’ve covered together.  

In July, we began with Frederick Buechner’s book, 

A Crazy, Holy Grace, which challenged us by 

juxtaposing themes of pain and grief with redemption 

and peace. We admitted and explored our own tendency 

to prefer one flavor of the human experience to another, 

and walked through practices in which we were invited 

to revisit memories, acknowledging our bodies’ wisdom 

in the score they keep (Van der Kolk). Often the book 

provoked us, as is the function of good writing, to ask 

more questions than we could answer. Perhaps its 

greatest underlying questions had to do with the 

adventure of what it means to be human, where such 

vulnerability leads us, and what wholeness might look 

like. This felt an especially appropriate meditation in 

July when COVID-19 cases again surged and masks 

were again donned. In a beautiful and tender expression 

of the inclusiveness of these discussions, we wrapped up 

our study with an invitation for participants to underline 

or highlight a favorite passage in the book with our 

name inscribed alongside. When Adam returns and 

receives his welcome home box, this book will be given 

to him, so that he will have the opportunity to “hear” 

from us through these personalized notes within the text.  

Since that time, we have heard reflections and 

participated in discussions led by some of the newer 

voices among us. How rich it has been! Books written 

by Henri Nouwen and Jedidiah Jenkins from Adam’s 

sabbatical reading list were “reported on” and became 

portals for lively conversation. We have held space for 

each other and borne witness to the ins and the outs of 

life and entered further across the threshold of what 

relational reciprocity means. The most recent addition to 

this ever-widening circle have been the welcome voices 

of Dan and Sherry Frachey. And just like that, our time 

together shifts. Dan brings with him a strong 

background in spiritual direction, and is well-versed in 

the Franciscan tradition, especially in the histories of 

both St. Francis of Assisi and Clare of Assisi. While our 

practice of acknowledging divine presence persists in 

the lighting of the candle, we open ourselves into 

learning about divine presence within the practice of 

companionship and gifting each other with attention. 

We anticipate new insights that will emerge as we soak 

in the presentations on Francis and Clare, mystics both. 

In the coming months, our time together will provide 

space for Gary Davis—maybe not one of our “newer” 

voices, but still a favorite —to educate and lead 

conversation around themes of Christian nationalism.  

The summer may be ending. We feel it in our bones, 

if we’re honest. But just as we’ve explored the 

paradoxical complexity of what it means to be human in 

our Kirk nights these past few months, we can’t help but 

recognize this current seasonal threshold as perhaps only 

another chance to embody truths of the same. What 

companions us as we move forward is the beauty of the 

relationships we’ve tended.  

What companions us is an expansive, imaginative 

dream of bringing that presence into our lives and into 

our world. The candle flickers her promise and we settle 

into the pause, holding space for what will become.  
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Ministry of the Heart  
As you are by now aware, the Session at the 

September meeting, and in response to the increase in 

COVID cases, is requesting us all to return to 

following the safety measures of masking and 

refraining from serving food in the church. While we 

would like to resume fellowship activities which 

involve serving food, we must wait until conditions 

improve.  

In October:  

 Sunday, October 3, we have been invited to 

worship with the congregation of St. John 

UCC in their Sanctuary. This is World 

Communion Sunday and we will also join in 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper with them. 

 Sunday, October 10, we welcome Dan 

Frachey to our pulpit. Sunday, October 17, 

Heather Robertson will preach.  

 Sunday, October 24, our own Cince Bowns 

will be preaching.  

 Sunday, October 31, Saints Eve, we will again 

welcome Heather Robertson.  

 Each Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Bible 

studies will continue.  

 Kirk Night will continue in October. Dan 

Frachey will lead on October 6 and 13. Kelli 

Owens will lead on October 20. And on 

October 27, Paul and Cathy will lead the 

discussion.  

 During October, the choir will begin 

rehearsing, and will begin singing later in the 

month during worship.  

As COVID 19 restrictions ease and the Session 

allows, we hope to resume the many Fellowship 

activities that we have had to postpone. Thanks for 

your continued patience and cooperation during this 

unusual time.  

Please remember our sexton, Leo Logan, who will 

be retiring on September 30. We are asking everyone 

to send him a card in appreciation of his many years 

of serving the church and his retirement. You may 

send your cards and notes to: Leo Logan, c/o Kathy 

Moore, 1123 Clinton Street, Lincoln, IL 62656. We 

plan to have a celebration in his honor at a later date.  

 

 

FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
I am very excited to announce that the choir will be 

returning! I have been waiting for this moment, since I 

began in this position back in April. Our first choir 

rehearsal will be before service on Sunday, October 10, 

from 9-9:45 a.m. The following protocols will be 

followed: 

 We will rehearse in the CE Building or Chapel to 

minimize aerosols in the Sanctuary. 

 Rehearsals will be 45 minutes or less to also 

minimize aerosols. 

 During rehearsals, we will space six feet apart and 

we will space at least three feet apart, or more, in the 

Sanctuary. 

Hopefully we will be ready to start singing again by 

October 24 or 31. 

Also, for EVERYBODY, please fill out the music 

survey so I can better serve the musical needs of all 

me mb e r s  o f  F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n :  b i t . l y /

PresLincolnMusic.  Paper copies will also be available in 

the church office.  
 

Ministry of the Hands  
LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY   

August 2021 Monthly Distribution Report: 

Individuals served  663 

Children served         153 

Households served   226 

The Lincoln Logan Food Pantry will continue to 

use the drive-through process for the remainder of 

this year (2021). 

They have been blessed with donated garden 

produce from Logan County gardeners. Tomatoes, 

zucchini, squash, and cucumbers were received with 

appreciation by the Food Pantry customers. 

Recently the Food Pantry has provided food bags 

to homeless people, here in Logan County. The 

plastic bags were filled with pull-top cans of 

vegetables, fruit, small boxes of cereal, breakfast 

bars, bread, lunch meat, and plastic utensils. 

Quantities that provide food sustenance without the 

need for refrigeration. 

 Rick Releford and Norm Newhouse thank 

everyone for the continued support of our local food 

pantry to provide for food insecure families. 

 Donation focus for the month of October is 

Cleaning Supplies and Laundry Soap. 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING PROJECT 

Our October focus will be monetary donations. 

Checks should be made payable to First Pres 

(memo: Christmas Shop). Drop them in the 

offering plate or the church office.   

Adam’s Sabbatical Blog  
at https://sabbaticalsaunterings.com.  

Check it out! 

http://bit.ly/PresLincolnMusic
http://bit.ly/PresLincolnMusic
https://sabbaticalsaunterings.com
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FELLOWSHIP IS...A JOURNEY, A 

SHARING, AND A DISCOVERY 

Diana Butler Bass knelt at the marble altar in 

the Washington National Cathedral and asked, 

“Where are you, God?” Silence. Then a voice 

said, “Get me out of here.” She looked around to 

find the speaker and saw none. “Get me out of  

here.” As she stared at the icon gracing the altar, 

she asked, “Jesus? Is that you?” After the phrase 

was repeated, she ran out the door. This 

experience and others prompted Bass to write, 

Freeing Jesus, a text that examines the Jesus of 

history and the Christ of faith. 

Bass is the author of 11 books on American 

religion and holds a doctorate degree in religious 

studies from Duke University. She is a noted 

speaker and her bylines appear in several national 

newspapers. In this particular book, she reaches 

back to her own search for Jesus from childhood 

to adulthood, while asking readers to consider 

serious topics through their own experiences. She 

is a delightful teller of stories, who supports and 

clarifies her thoughts using specific biblical 

references. 

Freeing Jesus is a story of discovering or 

rediscovering Jesus in a variety of roles that he 

plays in the lives of those who seek him. Jesus is 

our Friend, a truth that was shared first in Sunday 

School with little voices singing, “Jesus Loves 

Me” and moves on through adult lives as we seek 

the meaning of friendship and those that fulfill 

that role in our lives. Friends, at any time in our 

lives, are those we talk to, depend on, and enjoy. 

Jesus is a Teacher. Children learn that in 

Kindergarten and Sunday School. Of the 90 

references to Jesus in the New Testament, 60 call 

him teacher, rabbi, and master. The Golden Rule, 

the Ten Commandments, and the Sermon on the 

Mount tell us how to live together. Jesus and his 

followers are wonderful storytellers, who share 

parables, though some of their word are distorted 

by mistranslations of words in the Bible. 

Jesus is the Savior. He taught believers that 

salvation was a loving, beautiful experience here 

and now, rather than some kind of transaction to 

get to heaven after death. “Salvation is not about 

heaven or escape. It is about living beyond fear—

a circle of life concept. 

 

Jesus is Lord. Bass was drawn to religious 

studies as a college student and there she learned 

that Jesus cared about what happened on earth 

and that his presence is personal, political, and 

theological. Missionary work presented a clearer 

understanding of Kindom, not Kingdom. 

Jesus is the Way. He is described as a door, 

where inside offers a place of safety and 

belonging. But, doors swing in and out. The Way 

is found by the wanderer who follows the light 

and crosses a bridge to understanding that faith is 

a journey. It is an inner search and outward 

service. Affirmation, abandonment, free will, and 

the feminine as part of the whole, seem to speak 

to the present time more than historical issues of 

the past. 

Jesus is a presence. Though problems of 

disaffiliation from the church is a common 

product, the more believers live WITH Jesus, the 

more they will feel him in their lives. We learn to 

see the world deeply, rather than broadly, and 

apply the concept of Jesus as Mother, brother, and 

savior to better understand more of the 

possibilities of relating to him. The concept of 

mysteries is explored, because many theologians 

often want to write them. What is unknown is 

discovered for some, and what I know becomes 

understood by others. “Jesus is a mystery in the 

way we live out our days. He is here.” 

In closing, Bass related her experience at the 

Parliament of the World’s Religions, where some 

3,000 women met in advance of the general 

assembly —for the first time—to discuss their 

perspectives. Of 20 speakers, she was one of two 

Christians and six white women seated on the 

stage. She concluded that Jesus is in the circle of 

saints, mystics, and seers—not beyond, not 

above, but in. He makes us whole through 

“reconciliation, forgiveness, peacemaking, and 

compassion—ultimately through healing, peace, 

justice, and love. 

Freeing Jesus, by Diana Butler Bass, is a 

challenge, because it is so full of ideas and 

thoughts, old and new, that are a part of being a 

believer in Jesus and the many roles he plays in 

our lives. Make this book a part of your library at 

home. You will go back to read and re-read so 

much of it, as you travel your own journey. 

Remember, you are loved. 
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MEET DEREK & 

ASHLEY RIED  

 
It was the mystique of meeting 

at summer camp, plus the aura of a 
past romance swirling in the 
breeze, which led Derek and the 
future Ashley Ried to become 
sweethearts. It was at that same 
camp near Watseka, years earlier, 
that Derek’s parents met for the 
first time and became sweethearts.  

Derek, from Wellington, IL, 
grew up in a conservative 
Christian family. He stated, “Every 
time the doors of the church 
opened, we were there.”  

He is the oldest of three 
children, having two younger 
sisters. Both his Mother and Father 
passed away within the last five 
years.  

Derek was baptized by his 
father in the same pool where 
Ashley later was baptized at the 
same summer camp where they 
met. He graduated in 2001 from 
Hoopston High School, and in 
2006 graduated from Lincoln 
Christian University in general 
ministry with an emphasis in youth 
ministry.  

While residing in Orlando, FL, 
Derek and Ashley served as youth 
ministers prior to receiving a call 
to join a mission sending agency 
based in Ft. Myers, FL. Derek 
worked on an internship program, 
and then switched to recruiting for 
a cycling ministry called, “End of 
the Earth Cycling,” a bicycling 
group.  

Derek operates a window 
washing business and is employed 
as custodian at the First United 
Methodist Church in Lincoln.  

In his spare time, he enjoys 
golf, cycling, and, “Anything to do 
with sports.”  

His favorite scripture is Luke 
10:2, “The harvest is plentiful; the 
workers, few.” Derek relates, “I 
grew up close to a farm and my 
grandparents were farmers. With 
the youth ministry and recruiting, 
it played itself out.”  

“Nothing But Blood,” is his 
favorite hymn, which reminds him 
of his parents. Derek’s Mother was 
a piano teacher and an “incredible 
vocalist.” She served as worship 
leader at church and also taught 
piano at school.  

Ashley was born in Noblesville, 
IN and had two older brothers. She 
graduated from Noblesville High 
School in 2002 and also attended 
Lincoln Christian University, 
majoring in business.  

She was employed in the 
hospitality industry, and her 
infectious smile remains today 
even though she no longer works 
for Busch Entertainment Co. in 
Orlando, FL. She had been 
employed in training & 

development in their retail 
operation.  

That position ended when 
Derek and Ashley were called to 
mission work. In 2011 Derek and 
Ashley started doing foster care 
while following a move to Ft. 
Myers, FL. At that time, there was 
a tremendous need for foster care 
in the area.  

Ashley left her position as a 
human services director and 
executive team member of the 
nonprofit where she and Derek 
were employed.  

It was in 2011 when Ashley and 
Derek received the call asking 
them if they would be willing to 
take home a new born from the 
hospital. This led to the adoption 
of their first child, Ryan. Four 
months later Ashley learned she 
was expecting their second child, 
Mitchell.  

While Derek was involved in 
recruiting, he made a lot of campus 
ministry and student visits in the 
Lincoln area. So, they decided to 
move to Lincoln in 2014.  

 
How did the family discover 

First Presbyterian Church? 
Ashley responds, “We heard Adam 
speak and got involved in studies 
on race. During a dark time in our 
lives, Adam met with us privately 
and shared Lamentations with us.  

“When he gave us a Lenten Kit, 
it just blew us away, due to the 
creativity. We listened to the 
sermons on Sunday mornings and 
do the water colors as a family. It 
was such a gift, we knew the fruit 
of the spirit and wanted our kids to 
be a part of it. We began attending 
services after Easter and then 
started coming to Kirk Night.  

“We really love this church. 
The people have just been so 
authentically loving. It never felt 
like there was an obligation. Our 
kids feel safe and free here to learn 
and grow and be challenged. We 
are learning and growing a lot and 
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experiencing God in new and 
transforming ways.”  

Derek relates, “This church 
reminds me of the church where I 
grew up.”  

At work, Ashley can be found at 
the Carnegie Library in Lincoln. Her 
interests include painting, making, and 
sharing time with people.  

One of Ashley’s favorite scriptures 
comes from Psalm 71:3: Be my rock 
of refuge, a strong fortress to save me, 
for you are my rock and my fortress. 
Her favorite hymns are, “Be Thou My 
Vision,” and “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.”  

Both Ashley and Derek have 
traveled extensively and have, “Tried 
to expose our kids to the world.” They 
also like museums and the arts.  

Their sons, Mitchell, 9, and Ryan 
10, both play soccer. Mitchell, “is our 
people lover. He loves helping and 
being with people. He is our sweet, 
tender-hearted guy.” Ashley informs.  

Ryan, “is an inventor. He is always 
taking things apart and putting them 
back together.” Both boys participate 
in band with Ryan playing the 
saxophone, and Mitchell, the trumpet. 
The family dog is a golden Cocker 
Spaniel named Wallace.  

Mitchell, Derek, Ryan, and Wallace 
creating during Lent. 

Guest Preachers for the month of October... 
 

Dan Frachey is a spiritual director 

and entrepreneur who is starting a 

new business called Legacy 

Weavers Video. He most recently 

served as Program Director for the 

Chiara Center, a place of Franciscan 

spirituality on the beautiful grounds 

of the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis 

convent in Springfield, IL. In 2010, 

he did his graduate work in Pastoral Studies and obtained his 

Certificate in Spiritual Direction from the Aquinas Institute of 

Theology in St. Louis. Previously, Dan had spent 11 years 

working in parish ministries at the Church of St. Jude in 

Rochester, served as Executive Director at Habitat for 

Humanity of Sangamon County and as supervisor of the St. 

John’s Breadline. He and his wife Sherry celebrated 30 years 

of marriage this past April. They have two children, Nicolas 

and Clare. Outside of work, Dan enjoys playing trombone in 

various pit orchestras for community theater in Springfield, 

loves riding his motorcycle and inventing new flavors for his 

homemade jelly business. We look forward to welcoming 

Dan on Sunday, October 10, in addition to leading our 

Kirk Night sessions this month! 

Heather Robertson joins us again 

on October 17 and 31. She is a 

May, 2021 graduate of Garrett-

Evangelical Theological Seminary 

(Evanston, IL). She has served as a 

local licensed pastor in the United 

Methodist Church and United 

Church of Christ. She is currently 

building momentum for a new church start in Pekin, IL. She 

loves to preach, teach, and empower people to recognize their 

innate God-given greatness, as they discern vocational calling. 

Heather loves to read, and is absolutely loving the option to 

read anything!! Creating her own syllabus for this next step is 

a joy. Her partner in life is Josh, and they together parent three 

amazing children: Ryder, 12; Johnathan, 6; and Julienna, 3. 

Heather is incredibly excited to meet the people who make up 

the mosaic of First Presbyterian Church of Lincoln. She says, 

“Thank you, for the opportunity to partner with you in sharing 

the good news!” 
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The LINK  
First Presbyterian Church  

301 Pekin St.  

Lincoln, IL 62656  

 

www.preslincoln.org  

office@preslincoln.org  

217-732-6141  

 

STAFF  

Rev. Adam Quine, MDiv, MAS 
Zack Embery, Associate to  
 Technological Ministry 
David Young, Music Director 
Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist  
Bill Opper, Clerk of Session  
Mel Anderson, Treasurer 
Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst.  
Leo Logan, Sexton  

 

 

 

Ministry of our Resources  
SESSION MEETING:  

The Session met on September 14 and took 

several actions. 

Authorization was given to contract with D. 

Joseph Construction Co. from Peoria to build and 

install three sets of doors into the building. The total 

bid was approximately $74,000. The new doors at 

the main entrance will be wood. The doors at the top 

of the ramp will also be wood and have an electric 

push button opening system. The doors on the 

Ottawa Street side will be glass. Installation is 

expected this autumn. 

Authorization was given to contract with 

Fitzpatrick Construction of Lincoln to paint the 

pastor’s office and replace the carpeting. Total cost 

approximately $5,400. 

Approval was provided for choir activity to start 

and for singing one song during worship services. 

Congregational humming of hymns continues and 

the topic is to be re-examined at the next meeting. 

All individuals in the facility are to be masked. 

No food, regardless of source,  is to be served in 

the facility. 

All COVID based limitations will continue to be 

re-examined monthly and adjusted if indicated by the 

infection rate trends. 

Leo Logan’s retirement effective September 30, 

2021, was approved. Mr. Logan had provided a letter 

announcing his intention to retire that date. 

The membership transfer of Jim and Carolyn 

Reynolds to the Corning United Methodist Church, 

https://www.preslincoln.org
mailto:office@preslincoln.org

