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Through Stained Glass  
 

Sometimes I worry that you all might think 

I’m a record stuck on the turntable. I worry 

sometimes after eight years of life together (July 

1!) you all are bored with me. I wonder if you all 

get tired of my silly attempts to make you smile, 

sermons about the transformative love of the 

Trinity, and listening to another analogy about 

baseball or my dogs. 

When these thoughts creep in, I set down 

whatever it is I’m doing, and take a step back. I 

look at the larger picture. I reflect on all the 

wonderful ways we proclaim gospel with both our 

words and our lives. I watch the way you all love 

each other. I listen for the good news in your 

laughter, the silence you hold when someone is 

telling their story, and in the way your eyes light 

up when you see each other after a long 15-month 

hiatus! The way you all are church, easily gets me 

out of any funk I’m in. 

I’m thankful for you all. I’m thankful for the 

ways you show patience with each other. I’m 

thankful for the support you extend to those who 

have been making decisions on our behalf for the 

last 15 months. I’m thankful for the grace you 

extend when we aren’t clear in our 

communications. I’m thankful for the ways you 

show up for one another—sending cards, making 

phone calls, delivering flowers and food. You all, 

are the ministers of First Presbyterian Church! 

You all, are but one of the many reasons why I 

love being Presbyterian. 

Speaking of being Presbyterian, did you know 

we received eight new members at our last 

Session meeting? Who would have imagined that 

we would be receiving new friends into our fold 

during a pandemic? But we are, and sometime this 

month, they will come before the congregation to 

be accepted formally into our family. We are 

waiting to see when our restrictions might change, 

so we can throw them a great party! 

Teaching the “New Members” class is one of 

my favorite parts of being a pastor. I love walking 

alongside inquiring minds that want to learn about 

our historic denomination, and have the desire to 

be a part of our particular family of faith. The 

stories of the people are what remind me of the 

width, breadth, and depth of God's love—and the 

variety of ways we all arrive at our home in God. 

A few of us have been Presbyterian since we were 

born. Still, others of us have picked up pieces of 

our faith in other denominations. Just as no one 

snowflake is the same, the saying also applies to 

our faith experiences. The reality of this, is that 

there is room enough for everyone in God. 

Friends, we have a great thing going here. I 

give thanks to God for you—for all the ways you 

all embody the Love you confess with your words. 

Still, I want to remind you of something. Words 

I’ve said in your midst, since the moment I got 

here: love one another. As my sabbatical draws 

near, remember that you all have each other—and 

that is all you need. We make up Christ’s body. It 

is Christ who is the head of the church. As 

members of Christ’s body, we are called to 

participate in Christ's mission in the world. A 

faithful member bears witness to God’s love and 

grace, and promises to be involved responsibly in 

the ministry of Christ’s Church. You all have done 

this; you are doing this; you will continue to do 

it—because you all know how to love. 

When I think about all the ways you love each 

other, the ways you love me as your pastor, and 

the ways we care for our community—my worries 

go away. I’m excited for you all, about your time 

during the sabbatical. A sabbatical for you has 

benefits, too. For instance, while I’m away, you 

all receive benefits by: 

 resting from any long-term planning and 

focusing on the basic elements of life 

together that draw you deeper into 

relationship with God and each other; 

 learning or discovering again, the many 

gifts you have within the church, and 
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provide new ways to give of these gifts within 

the church; 

 recovering space to return to past practices 

that will help you play as a congregation; and 

 entering deeper into community together, 

through activities unrelated to church. 

Essentially, it’ll be a time to remember who and 

whose you are…without my silly jokes getting in the 

way! 

June is here. I’m looking forward to our time 

together this month. I’m looking forward to seeing 

familiar faces for the first time in a long time. I’m 

looking forward to receiving new friends into our 

faith family. And, I’m hopeful for what God is soon 

to do through us! 

My hope in the days, weeks, and months to 

come―we remember these words I echo as often as I 

can. Of course, they come from my favorite mystic 

and writer, Thomas Merton. He says, “The beginning 

of love is the will to let those we love be perfectly 

themselves, the resolution not to twist them to fit our 

own image. If in loving them we do not love what 

they are, but only their potential likeness to ourselves, 

then we do not love them: we only love the reflection 

of ourselves we find in them.” 

I’m not worried. I’m content. I’m certain all will 

be well, because I know the love of the Triune God 

because of you—my family of First Presbyterian 

Church of Lincoln, Illinois. 

  

Adam 

 

 

Ministry of the Heart  
 

NEW MEMBERS    

We are excited to welcome folks, who have 

recently completed the New Member Classes with 

Adam. They met with the Session earlier this month, 

and were accepted for membership. We will welcome 

them formally into the congregation during worship, 

sometime before Adam leaves on sabbatical.  

Welcome, Andy and Becca Brandt with their children 

Lily and Logan; Zach and Maggie Embery, with their 

son Elliot; John Rowley and Ashley Pennington; and  

Derek and Ashley Ried, with their children Ryan and 

Mitchell! We look forward to you being part of our 

church family! 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT TRAINING 

For ELDERS, MINISTRY of the HEART team 

members (Worship team, Fellowship team and 

Deacons), and anyone interested in being a Worship 

Assistant, training will be held after worship on 

Sunday, June 6, to cover all aspects of assisting with 

worship while Adam is away on sabbatical. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR  

THE MONTH OF JUNE: 

 Worship Team:  Cherie Aper and Cathy Maciariello 

 Elder: Bill Opper 

 Deacon: Sue Beaver 

 Worship Assistants: June 6-Karen Sams Davis, 

June 13- Kelli Owens, June 20-Holly Thomas,  

June 27-Paul Kasa 

 

WORSHIP IN THE PARK and ADAM’S 

SABBATICAL SEND-OFF CELEBRATION  
We are planning for this to take place on Sunday, 

June 27, in the big shelter at the top of the hill, at 

Kickapoo Creek Park. 

 

NURSERY 

We would like to update the nursery with some 

new toys and other items, and in the near future, to 

hire a nursery attendant. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!   

College graduates are Clay Olson (in December).  

Junior High graduates are Piper Graber, Lily Brant, 

and Patience Woodford. We wish each of them 

success as they move forward, to the working world 

or in continuing their educations. 

 

 

Ministry of the Hands  

MISSION TEAM 

The first outing of the Walking Outreach program 

was a success with approximately 20-25 people 

attending. Be watching for further information about 

the next outing. 

The Food for Thought program finished the 

school year on May 21. Sorrentos gift cards were 

given to each of the 18 students on the last day. 

The Summer Food program began May 24.  Free 

meals will be provided to all children 18 and under on 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, with a cold lunch 

also given out for the next day. There is still time to 

volunteer to help at Central, Northwest, or 
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Washington-Monroe school. Contact Rob 

Harmon if you are interested. 

Prison Ministry update: One inmate has used 

funds from the Prison Ministry Dedicated Fund 

to register for a chemistry class through Adams 

State. Northwestern continues to offer classes 

at the prison, as well. 

We will be applying for a grant from PCUSA 

to establish a mental wellness fund. We can 

apply for this grant, even though we have a fund 

which was started by the Hoffert family. The 

grant money could be added to our 

fund. Members of the congregation are 

encouraged to use this resource. 

The Mission Booklets have been updated and 

will be placed in the pews soon. 

 

LINCOLN LOGAN FOOD PANTRY   

Donation focus for the month of June is 

Toothpaste and Tooth Brushes. 

 

 

Ministry of our Resources  
 

SESSION NOTES: May 11, 2021 

During the May meeting, the Session 

examined and approved eight candidates for 

membership. Joining First Presbyterian Church, 

Lincoln, will be Andrew and Becca Brant, 

Maggie and Zach Embery, Ashley Pennington 

and John Rowley, and Ashley and Derek Ried. 

They will be formally welcomed into 

membership during a service in June. The Brants 

bring a daughter, Lily, and a son, Logan. The 

Emberys are accompanied by young Elliott. 

Sons, Ryan and Mitchell, are with the Rieds. 

In other action, the Session approved the 

opening of all buildings for use, provided the 

activities are conducted within the government 

health guidelines. Three requests to use the 

buildings for activities to commemorate 

deceased members and a congregation friend 

were approved. 

Rev. Quine discussed arrangements that have 

been made to maintain the ministry during his 

upcoming absence; and made suggestions as to 

how the Session could monitor the day to day 

activities of the church. 

Each of the Ministry Teams provided written 

and oral reports concerning their activities.  

ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

The Administration Team continues to work 

on various projects involving the building. For 

the doors, we continue to work towards finding 

the right company that can deliver a product that 

is visually acceptable, and meets the ADA 

requirements for the doors. Two bids have come 

in and Team members hope to secure a final bid 

with specifications for a wooden custom door at 

Pekin, Ottawa, and  ADA compliant doors 

topping the new ramp. It is evident in the bids, 

that the price of materials is being felt, and so, 

the Ministry of Resources Team is looking at 

options to phase in the installation of doors, with 

the priority being the ADA accessible entry way, 

as well as options regarding  glass inserts to 

enhance safety when using the doors. 

We are also pleased to announce that our 

church buildings are now all open for member 

and community use when requested. Three 

building requests were recommended to and 

approved at our May session meeting. You can 

expect these events to occur in the CE Building 

in the coming months: 

 July 24, for the Gaffney family to have a 

traditional funeral service, and 

celebration of life for Dorothy Gaffney.  

Adam has already arranged for a pastor 

during his sabbatical. 

 Sept. 2, for Diane Ludington to host a 

remembrance for son, Allen. Diane will 

be able to handle any pastoral needs as an 

already ordained minister. Diane will 

work directly with Chris or other session 

members as needed. 

 Sept. 25 or 26, by Beth Green, for Briggs 

family reunion & Celebration of Life for 

Thelma Briggs & Katherine Briggs 

(Beth’s sister-in-law). 

If you would like to request use of our 

building, remember, you start by completing a 

Building Use Request application, available from 

the church office. Chris will keep track of all the 

use dates, and help ensure we have the  setup you 

need to have for your event. 

In the area of Stewardship, we thank you all, 

for your continued financial support. Thank you, 

for continuing to show us your faith, with your 

offerings. We continue to put your resources to 

good use, by investing in technology to support 
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our new hybrid worship services, and maintaining 

the building that we all love to enter. Repairs to 

the outer Sanctuary panes and the water damage  

in our library have been completed. Take a look 

next time you come to church! We will also be 

doing a refreshing of the nursery area, and we are 

beginning the process to look at hiring a Nursery 

attendant in the coming months. 

 

ADAM’S SABBATICAL SYLLABUS 

READING LIST  

On July 1, we will have been journeying 

together for eight years. As a way to honor the 

faithful, and at times, challenging work we’ve 

done together, we will be entering into a time of 

sabbatical rest. 

An essential part of our sabbatical rest will be 

returning to our center. The theme of my 

sabbatical, which was the thesis to the Clergy 

Renewal Program grant we were awarded, is 

returning to center. The mystics say the inner self 

of a person is the dwelling place of the Divine. A 

great temptation for people is to live, not from the 

inner self, but from the outer, created self. This 

happens when we lose sight of the inner self—to 

have lost sight of our center. This sabbatical will 

be vital, because it shall be a time to focus on the 

essential things in our life together. For you, the 

congregation, it'll be a time to return to similar life

-giving waters. Through the intentional practices 

of contemplation, celebration, recreation, and 

inspiration, this sabbatical will rekindle our 

shared vision of ministry and life together. 

We were awarded roughly $23,000 for our 

sabbatical time. We will use some of this money 

to help you engage in the spiritual practices 

guiding me throughout the sabbatical. One 

opportunity is to provide one of the books I'll be 

reading during my time away. If you would like 

one of the books, let Chris know, and we will 

purchase it on your behalf. We ask that upon 

completing your book, you creatively reflect on 

what the book revealed to you. 

A complete listing of books is available in the 

office. 

 

Contemplation 

 Contemplation In a World of Action by 

Thomas Merton 

 New Seeds of Contemplation by Thomas 

Merton 

 The Inner Voice of Love by Henri Nouwen 

 The Seeker and The Monk by Sophronia Scott 

 Me and White Supremacy by Layla F. Saad 

 

Celebration 

 Freeing Jesus by Diana Butler Bass 

 The Souls of Black Folks by W. E. B. Dubois 

 Begin Again by Eddie S. Glaude Jr. 

 In the Shelter: Finding a Home in the World 

by Padraig O’Tuama 

 

Recreation 

 Backpacking With the Saints by Belden C. 

Lane 

 How to Do Nothing by Jenny Odell 

 Creation and the Cross by Elizabeth Johnson 

 

Inspiration 

 Church in Ordinary Time: A Wisdom 

Ecclesiology by Amy Plantinga-Pauw 

 On the Brink of Everything by Parker Palmer 

 Acedia & Me by Kathleen Norris 

 

Miscellaneous Reads 

 Outlander by Diana Gabaldon 

 Migrations by Charlotte McConaghy 

 

 



5 

Scenes from the 

FPC Lincoln Community Walk 

Sunday, April 25, 2021  
Photos by Kelli Owens & Janice Funk 
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The new Presbyterian Church was 

completed in May of 1896. All local 

newspapers gave glowing accounts of the 

building. In the Thursday, May 15, 1896, 

edition of the Lincoln Daily Courier, the 

following description was given.  

The Cumberland Presbyterian church at 

Lincoln, Ill., is constructed of light colored 

limestone foundation walls, and 

superstructure of deep red moulded brick. It 

is built in the Romanesque style of 

architecture with prominent gables and 

window openings, and has a spire on the 

principal corner of the building 108 feet 

high… The arches of the openings are made 

of brick laid in repeated rowlocks. The 

cornices and gable copings are of 

galvanized iron, and the roof of black 

Pennsylvania slate… On the main floor is 

the auditorium, square, with floor 

depressed to the pulpit platform. It is 

reached through three vestibules at 

different corners, the pulpit platform 

occupying the other corner. The pews are 

circular, and so situated in regard to the 

pulpit that every seat is alike good. The 

pulpit platform occupies the corner, with a 

large choir platform immediately back of it, 

accommodating an orchestra and choir of 

twenty-five members. The large pipe organ 

is located in a recess in the rear of the 

choir…the whole front of the organ is in 

view of the auditorium, the front line of 

pipes being just back of a large, low-

pointed arch, constructed from wall to wall 

over the rear choir seats…The room is well 

lighted through three large and several 

small windows, each filled with handsome 

designs of stained glass…The glass is of 

fine designs artistically executed, set in lead 

in wood sash. The designs of the auditorium 

windows are exceptionally handsome, 

symbolic and very appropriate. The 

woodwork of the auditorium throughout is 

oak, handsomely finished in varnish, 

natural wood. 

The Dedication was planned for Sunday, 

May 17, along with several other special 

activities throughout the week. Printed 

programs were provided for Dedication Day. 

The doors opened at 9:30 a.m. and the program 

began at 10 a.m. In the auditorium there was 

seating for 600, but by opening the sliding 

doors between the Sanctuary and the Sunday 

school rooms [what we now call the Parlor or 

Fellowship Hall] seating for another 392 was 

available. On this morning all of the seats were 

taken and the aisles were filled with chairs to 

accommodate everyone attending. Next to the 

new Kimball pipe organ sat the orchestra of 10 

pieces and choir of 40, directed by A. E. 

Turner, President of Lincoln University. 

During the morning service, hymns were 

performed by choir and orchestra, and Miss 

Lillian French sang “Thy Temple is Not Made 

With Hands.” The Rev. Baxter P. Fullerton, 

D.D. Pastor of the Lucas Avenue Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church of St. Louis, preached the 

sermon. According to one newspaper account, 

it was a sermon pleasant to those attending, but 

had “no reference to the occasion.” Pastor 

Robert M. Tinnon, D.D. gave the Prayer of 

Dedication. Sunday school was held at 2:30 

p.m. At a 3:30 p.m. service, several local 

pastors spoke including Rev. James White, who 

was the second pastor of the C. P. Church, Rev. 

W. C. Snider of the “Old School” Presbyterian 

Church, Rev. J. F. Weaver, and Rev. J. S. 

CELEBRATING  125 YEARS: The Dedication 
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Wrightnour. The final service was at 8 p.m. that 

evening, highlighted with another sermon by Dr. 

Fullerton. 

The final cost of the church, according to 

Pastor Tinnon, was $20,472.78. The sum of 

$8,036.98 was still needed to pay off the debt. 

At the morning service, $5,500 in pledges was 

raised, and at the evening service, the remainder 

was raised. 

On Monday, May 18, at 8 p.m., a large 

group gathered for the inaugural organ concert 

of the new Kimball pipe organ. According to an 

account in the Lincoln Daily News, “It contains 

a grand total of 1,036 pipes, and is tubular 

pneumatic throughout and blown by a Backus 

water motor.” Horace P. Dibble of St. Louis was 

the guest organist, P. G. Anton of St. Louis was 

cellist, with singing by Miss Lillian French, 

accompanied by Mrs. W. R. Gilchrist. 

Tuesday evening, Dr. D. M. Harris, of 

Lincoln University, gave an address. 

On Wednesday, there was a 7:30 p.m. prayer 

and praise service. 

Thursday, the Normal Class, a Sunday 

school group, hosted a House Warming at the 

Church. The building was opened to the public. 

The festivities began with a musical program. 

Mrs. W. R. Gilchrist played several selections 

on the organ, Miss French sang, and Professor 

Von Meddis played the violin and piano. 

Afterwards, a social time with refreshments was 

held in the parlor [in 1896 the parlor was on the 

second floor]. According to The Lincoln Daily 

Courier, “The parlors were tastefully decorated 

with flowers in honor of the occasion…

refreshments consisting of ice cream, cake, and 

strawberries were served.” Receipts from the 

evening amounted to $78. One of the smaller 

stained glass windows in the Sanctuary was the 

gift of the Normal Class. You can see the name 

at the base of the window. 

You can read more about the Church from 

copies of old newspapers located on the table in 

the Heritage 

Room, and from the account Helen White wrote 

in 1928. It can be found in the 2007 

Sesquicentennial History of the Church. In 

addition, there are some old photos of the church 

which can be viewed. 
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The LINK  
First Presbyterian Church  

301 Pekin St.  

Lincoln, IL 62656  

 

www.preslincoln.org  

office@preslincoln.org  

217-732-6141  

 

STAFF  

Rev. Adam Quine, MDiv, MAS 
Zach Embery, Associate to  
 Technological Ministry 
David Young, Music Director 
Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist  
Bill Opper, Clerk of Session  
Mel Anderson, Treasurer 
Christine Thomas, Admin. Asst.  
Leo Logan, Sexton  

CHILDREN’S  

HOLIDAY SHOPPING PROJECT  

KICKS OFF   

Once again, in December, First Presbyterian Church 

will host 100+ children from Head Start and Christian 

Child Care, who are invited to shop our “store” for gifts 

for their family members. Now in its fifth year, this is 

one of our most joyful and far-reaching community 

projects. While we do not yet know whether we will be 

able to return to on-site shopping (last year due to 

COVID we offered children the opportunity to place 

orders for gifts), we are already moving forward with 

planning for this year’s event. To that end, we will be 

collecting items each month to help stock the store and 

to provide individual gift bags for each young shopper. 

This month’s request is for 24-count crayons and 

coloring books, and we hope to collect 100 of each.  

Donations may be placed in the bin at the back of the 

Sanctuary throughout the month of June—when you 

leave your food pantry donation right alongside! Thanks 

to everyone for participating in the Shopping Project!     
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