
1 

 The LINK  
Volume 1  |  January 21 

Through Stained Glass: 
The Year We Create 
Something New  
 

The New Year is before us. With it comes (in 
some ways) a blank slate. After last year, a fresh 
start is a gift. The possibilities of what will be are 
endless. Who we want to be in the year to come is 
up to us!  

Each January, I do my best to put before us a 
theme as a type of guide for the coming year. A 
theme helps me in the way I shape my sermons, 
create curriculum for Kirk Night, and organize 
our Session and Deacons. It is also a way to 
engage you all in our life together as a faith 
community. This theme is meant to inspire both 
action and contemplation.  

The theme for this year is about creating. I 
know, how surprising. Yet I find it fitting as we 
return to familiar practices in the months to come. 
As we return to worship and other faith practices, 
the temptation will be to pick up where we last 
left off. However, that isn’t possible. We aren’t 
who we were back in March of last year. The 
pandemic has changed us literally and 
metaphorically. Through it all one thing hasn’t 
changed—God’s love for us.  

What will we do in response to God’s love? 
The thing about God’s love is that it springs forth 
again and again, like a mustard seed, from the 
most hidden and unpromising places— indeed, 
sometimes from the darkest and most painful of 
human realities. The Incarnation is proof of God’s 
love in our human experience. Yet, the 
Incarnation of Christ is not something that simply 
happened in the past, pointing to a beautiful and 
even morally compelling narrative about a God 
‘out there’ who comes down from heaven for a 
while and then goes back up to watch over and 
judge us. Rather, the Incarnation is an ongoing 
event, something real, more than literally real—a 
transcending connection with all things in and 
through all time, and it manifests in the ways we 
live our lives daily!  

The theme for 2021 is “Creating with Love.”  
Plain and simple.  
2021 is a year we will seek to return to the 

Love at the center of our being. We will return to 
familiar rituals, while creating new ones that help 
us become aware of ourselves as living in 
communion with God, with the natural world, and 
with one another. Or to put it another way—we 
learn the stories of those in our community while 
discovering our own in the hidden ground of 
Love.  

2021 is a year will seek to go out into the 
world being fully present to God, creation, and to 
our neighbors, seeking not only charity but true 
justice in our city. By being fully present to 
ourselves, we discover how to be fully present to 
others. In being fully present to others—loving 
them as they are and not as we wish them to be—
we discover how we can co-labor with them to 
establish God’s reign on earth as it is in heaven.  

At its most basic level, our theme is this: we 
begin by centering ourselves in God’s promise—I 
am with you, here, now, in the present moment—
and our response is to open ourselves up to God’s 
energy, offering ourselves as an instrument and a 
living sacrifice in God’s hands. 

I will develop the theme more in my annual 
report. However, in the meantime, you’ll notice 
my sermon themes will be focused on creating. 
Each week we will gain a new set of tools to aid 
us in creating the next chapter in our story with 
God as a church. It is my hope that each week we 
will find ourselves in the presence of God and one 
another—discovering once more our identity in 
the Hidden Ground of Love—the Trinity. 

2021 will be a great year. And I can’t wait to 
see you at the Kirk House!  

 
See you at the Kirk House! 
Adam 
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2021—CREATING OUR STORY  
Adam wrote this in December as he contemplated 

what our life together will look like in 2021. 
I’m nearing the end of my vision for 2021. The 

theme is “Creating Our Story.” 2020 has allowed us 
space to reflect on a very important question: Who 
Are We? Over the last year, we have had to give up 
familiar practices while adopting new ones as we 
learn to be church in new ways. It has been exciting. 
And very frustrating. Nonetheless, we have persisted, 
and the church has never closed. With God’s help, we 
are finding our way through this wilderness. 

The image of wilderness brings up the story of the 
Exodus. We spent a good portion of 2020 with the 
Hebrew people as they made their way from Egypt to 
the Promised Land. Along the way, God entered 
deeper into relationship with them and they with God. 
Together they created a new story—a life lived 
together with the Divine.  

What does this have to do with you all? I want to 
know how God is liberating you. This is a fancy way 
of asking, “I want to know what is saving you these 
days?” To make it a little less theological—what is 
making you smile or warming your heart? I want to 
know what brings you joy and how you are 
encountering the Living One in your daily life.  

Here’s the plan. I’m going to buy a journal that 
will pass throughout our community. Starting the first 
week of Advent, I’m going to give it to one of you to 
write a few words about the statements above. The 
journal will have a folder for you to share articles, 
poems, songs, or recipes, whatever it might be that is 
bringing you life during these holy days and the year 
to come.  

May I be honest? I’m doing this also because I 
suffer from “FOMO.” What is “FOMO?” It is the 
“Fear of Missing Out.” While I’m away on 
Sabbatical, I want to know what you all were reading, 
listening to, creating, and celebrating. I want us to 
create our story by sharing our stories over the course 
of the year. I want to read first-hand how you all 
found ways to return to your center!  

Finally, what a gift this will be to future 
generations in our church. We will leave behind a 
lasting and living legacy of how we were 
experiencing the new creation rising within us. We 
will have a breathing document that answers the 
question “Who are we?” in the year 2021.  

Obviously, you don’t have to participate. But 
consider how fun it will be to share our stories with 
each other. I get excited thinking about reading what I 
will have missed, while also seeing you all comment 
and write notes to each other throughout the book. 
What we will create will be a witness to the new life 
lived with God during a wilderness season such as 
this!  

A NIGHT WITH ADAM 
On Sunday, January 31, Adam will present his 

plans for his upcoming sabbatical. Over the course of 
45 minutes, Adam will explain his sabbatical theme, 
share his travel plans, and answer any questions you 
may have regarding the sabbatical. The event will be 
on Zoom at 6 p.m. on Sunday, January 31, 2021. 
Zoom information is below:  

Adam Quine [he/him/his] is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?
pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz0
9 
Meeting ID: 377 943 7492 
Passcode: 03191985 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,3779437492# US (Chicago) 
+13017158592,,3779437492# US (Washington 
D.C) 
 

KIRK NIGHT RETURNS—A KICK OFF TO  
A YEAR OF STORYTELLING 

Here’s a question. How do we know about God? 
The Sunday school answer is one that will suffice—
the Bible. And also, Jesus. But also, our experiences. 
Over the course of 2021 we will explore each theme 
of revelation. We begin with the Bible. Guiding us in 
the first of a series of books related to the Bible is 
“What is the Bible?” by Rob Bell. The books can be 
picked up at church for $12 starting January 4. Your 
participation will help Adam with a future project for 
school!  
• Wednesday, January 27—Intro to the Study [read 

part I of book] 
• Wednesday, February 3—Part II & III of book 
• Wednesday, February 10—Part IV & V of book 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?
pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz0
9 
Meeting ID: 377 943 7492 
Passcode: 03191985 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,3779437492# US (Chicago) 
+13017158592,,3779437492# US (Washington 
D.C) 
As I did with the Lamentations study, we will read 

from other perspectives to deepen our engagement 
with our sacred text. A more in depth *syllabus* will 
be available on 1/27.  

 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
https://zoom.us/j/3779437492?pwd=QUQxRlBZcTlPM1k5WEEyRmxReEZidz09
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Ministry of the Hands  

Mission Committee 
January LINK Article 
Mission Committee 
The Mission Committee met on December 

10. This meeting was a “Visioning Process” 
where members of the committee were encouraged to 
brainstorm new ways to reach out to our community.   

These conversations focused on three areas:  
1. congregational vitality    

2. systemic racism    
3.  the root causes of poverty in our community 

Some of the following ideas were discussed: 
BBQ: Could we name one specific organization to 

receive the funds from the BBQ? Habitat for 
Humanity was suggested. Some members discussed 
that this could lead to more of a hands on project that 
could be worked on with members of other 
congregations and community members, as one of the 
top goals of the mission committee is to build 
relationships within the community.  Also discussed 
was the possibility of having a cake/pie auction in 
conjunction with the BBQ. 

Lincoln College: Several ideas were discussed 
concerning ways to build relationships with Lincoln 
College students.  Among the ideas were:  help with 
moving in (each fall, the college sends out an 
invitation to churches and organizations that would 
like to be a presence on campus during move in days), 
monthly meal for students (the college is within 
walking distance of our church),  a worship experience 
at the college, providing a stipend for students to 
provide music/song for worship at the church. 

Block Party: This idea was discussed as a way to 
celebrate with the community once it is safe to do so, 
possibly this summer.  This was seen as a way to show 
the community that they are loved and appreciated and 
could have a celebratory feel to it, possibly with 
music, games, food etc. 

Prison Ministry: Several ideas were discussed as 
to how we could meet the needs of the inmates at 
Logan Correctional Center.  Ideas included help with 
housing, job searches etc. upon release, streaming 
worship services and help with internet so that more 
educational opportunities could be offered. One 
project that the committee voted to participate in is the 
“Card Collection” project. Many of the inmates do not 
have access to cards (especially birthday cards for 
their children), so members of the congregation will 
be asked to donate cards that will be delivered to the 
prison.  Be watching for more information from Gary 
Davis about this project. 

Christmas Shopping Project: Cathy reported that 
the project was a great success in spite of the 

pandemic. Seventy-six children got to choose 
Christmas gifts for family members (and receive a gift 
bag for themselves) and 256 gifts were provided along 
with 19 gifts to daycare teachers and assistants. 

Many thanks to all who helped with this project!! 
If you would like to become a part of this 

visioning process for next year, let Adam, Paul Kasa 
or Cherie Aper know. 

 
Greeting Cards for Prison Inmates 

The Mission and Outreach Committee of First 
Presbyterian Church hopes church members and 
friends will contribute greeting cards for children of 
inmates at Logan Correctional Center. Working with 
Logan Chaplain Sutton, First Presbyterian will provide 
mothers and grandmothers with birthday and other 
special occasion cards that they can send to their 
children and grandchildren at special times throughout 
the year. 

There is a brightly wrapped "Children's Greeting 
Card Box" in the church office where you may bring 
cards that you would like to donate to this effort. 
Being involuntarily separated from family at special 
times in a child's life is difficult. Please consider 
sharing your loving concern with an inmate by 
bringing your donated greeting cards -- children's 
birthday cards are needed most -- to the church office. 

 
 

Ministry of the Heart  
 
Blessings in a Jar 

To all who participated in the Advent Blessings in 
a Jar—hope you enjoyed the daily moments of 
counting your blessings around your home! (Bet you 
had more socks than you realized!). Sure the activity 
made you stop and think how we often take for 
granted the blessings we have. Another benefit is the 
chance to help support our Little Library of Love! 
Many items will be made available for our community 
to use. Please return your Advent jar contributions 
(rounded to the nearest whole dollar —cash or check) 
by January 15. An envelope was included in your 
bag. Hope, too, you took time to remember that even 
though we were far apart, we are united in spirit. 
Thanks so much!!  
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Ministry of our Resources  
 
 

SESSION NOTES: DECEMBER 8, 2020 
The Session approved the minutes of November 17, 
2020. We continue to suspend in-person worship 
considering the Covid numbers.  Session plans to 
discuss how and when to return to indoor worship at 
the January meeting. All Committee reports as well as 
the Treasurer’s report were approved. The Session 
discussed and approved to move First Presbyterian 
Church of Lincoln to becoming a Matthew 25 church 
which is a calling to actively engage in the 
community, connecting with other churches and 
demonstrating ministry. It involves making a 
commitment to any or all three areas: building 
congregational vitality or renewal, dismantling  

 
 
 
 
structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. 
First Pres is already doing much work that is required 
to become a Matthew 25 church. The Clerk continues 
to complete end of the year and statistical reports as 
required by Presbytery. Jim Alexander will be our 
Presbytery delegate with Cathy Maciariello as back 
up, if necessary. January 31, 2021, has been 
selected as the Annual meeting date.   

Submitted by Connie Boss, Clerk of Session  
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