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Through Stained Glass: 

Advent Days and Snow 

Daze   
 

I know I am in the minority with this 

declaration, but I love snow. In fact, I have 

always liked snow. The excitement I have 

already felt about these few days of snow in 

November is through the roof. What I love 

about snow is how it forces us to slow down, 

bids us to take our time going from here to 

there, and is not partial to where it falls. Snow 

reminds me of the good news of how God’s 

grace falls upon us and covers us just like snow. 

Of course, there is this verse from Isaiah, “…

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 

like snow; though they are red like crimson, 

they shall become like wool.” Snow reminds 

me of the basic truth that no matter how far I 

wander from the way of Love, forgiveness 

awaits me. 

Snow also brings feelings of nostalgia. 

There was nothing better than waking up to the 

news that you had a snow day! What a gift to a 

student, right? Growing up, an unexpected day 

off due to snow meant two things. First, once it 

stopped snowing, we boys were responsible for 

shoveling the end of the driveway before my 

dad came home from work… which, of course, 

meant we waited to do it as long as we could, 

before—and in great protest—we would make 

our way through the snow, complaining the 

whole way about how unfair it was that we had 

to do chores on our day off! The injustice! The 

second “great expectation” from a day off is the 

one that brings a grin to my face. 

Snow days also meant hot chocolate and 

movies, which were my favorite part. When I 

was little, I loved being snug and comfortable 

when it was snowing and cold outside. There 

was a process to my snow day. First, have mom 

make a cup of hot chocolate—with milk, never 

water. Then, make the preparations for the most 

comfortable way to watch movies all day. This 

began by gathering all the blankets and 

spreading them out on the floor. Even this was 

intricately detailed: I began with the biggest 

comforter, then followed by a quilt made by my 

Great-grandma Hope, next came a nice fuzzy 

blanket, and finally ended with an unzipped 

sleeping bag. After I would make these 

preparations, I’d gather my stuffed animals and 

place them on both sides of my two pillows, 

which were propped up against the couch in 

perfect sight of the TV. Once I had gathered all 

the things, with hot cocoa in my Teenage 

Mutant Ninja Turtle mug, I would settle in and 

watch movies until we waited out the snow. I 

miss those days. 

Just this week, as the snowflakes fell 

during our most recent snow storm, I reflected 

on the nostalgic feelings that accompanied it, 

and I thought about Advent, too, with its 

darkness and cold of impending winter that set 

the stage for the four weeks of preparation 

before Christmas. Similar to the way I rolled 

out my blankets to receive the rest that came 

with a childhood snow day, Advent rolls out the 

red carpet in anticipation of Jesus’ birth. 

Preparation: this is what Advent is about. It 

is the season that gives us permission to think 

about hope, peace, joy, and love. Advent gives 

us the space to dream boldly about the coming 

Reign of God and the ways Christ’s birth 

happens daily in our lives. It is the season we 

hear this invitation from Isaiah again, “In the 

wilderness prepare the way of the Holy One, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God.” 

How are you preparing for the Christ child 

this Advent season? What are your expectations 

during these cold, dark days of winter? How 
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will you prepare, wait, watch, and keep awake 

during this season and keep the light of Christ 

shining in your life? Friends, Advent is full of 

promises and paradoxes. In the midst of fear, there 

is faith. In the midst of darkness, there is light. 

“Already” but “not yet” is a paradox of Christ’s 

coming “already,” but the transformation is “not 

yet” complete. The darkness around us is full of 

promise and light, but it takes Advent eyes and 

glasses to see it. 

Anticipation. Expectation. Preparation. These 

words give shape to the Advent days awaiting us. 

Sisters and brothers, may this season become one 

when we do the necessary work of faith. For some 

of us, it may look like shoveling driveways we may 

not want to do. For others, it may seem we are 

building the perfect pallet for an unexpected pause. 

Both of them are the effects of something bigger 

than us—a story that has been told even as it’s still 

being written. We are preparing for the arrival of 

the One who will blanket the world in love, mercy, 

and grace. So slow down, friends. Work to rest. 

Rest to work. 

 But never allow the opportunity to revel in 

Advent’s peace pass by you. 

 

See you at the Kirk House!   

 

Adam 

 

 

 

 

 

Funeral Planning Party:  

A Two-Part Extravaganza 

Event 2: The Difference Between A Service of 

Witness to the Resurrection and a Celebration of 

Life 

On Sunday, December 2, immediately after 

worship, we will have a lunch where we will plan 

our funeral services. From which hymns you want 

sung to what scripture you want read, you will have 

the opportunity to create your own service. If you 

did this already, this would be a good time to 

update any information you may want to change. 

This will be a joyful time where we will eat, sing, 

discuss, and celebrate together.  

  

Ministry of the Hands Opportunities 

Mission and Outreach Team 

Members: Karen Sams Davis, Rob Harmon, Bob 

Chamberlain, Cherie Aper, Marsha Dallas, Gary 

Davis, Annie Hieronymus, Ruth Kapik, Paul Kasa, 

Ken Schweitzer, Adam Quine   

“The Giving Project” At First Presbyterian 

Church  

Christmas is almost here and that means that 

our store will be open for business!  Here’s all you 

need to know about Christmas shopping for kids! 

Set Up:  Saturday, December 15 @ 9 a.m. 

(We will need help carrying crates from the 

basement so if any of you guys are available for 30 

minutes it would be a huge help!) 

Fill Kids Christmas Bags:  Monday, 

December 17 @ 10 a.m. (Annie is fixing lunch, by 

the way) 

Shopping Dates: 

Tuesday, December 18:  9 to 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 19:  9 to 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, December 20:        

 9 to 10:30 a.m. & 1:15 to 2:30 p.m. 

WE REALLY NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR 

THIS PROJECT, whether it be to help kids shop or 

to wrap gifts. It takes a lot of help to make this 

project go! There will be signup sheets in the 

parlor. 

If you would still like to donate items we can 

use anything on the list or if you would like to make 

a monetary donation please make it out to First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Thank you so much for your support! 

Candlelight  

Christmas Eve  

Service 
 

Monday 

December 24 

7 pm 
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Presbyterian Players Perform at  

Christian Child Care  
A group of Presbyterians organized by Annie 

Hieronymus performed a theatrical reading of 

Pinocchio for the children at Christian Child Care 

on November 12. Cast members were Pastor Adam 

Quine as Pinocchio,  Gary Davis as Geppetto, Pat 

Baker as the Blue Fairy, Cathy Maciariello as 

Jiminy Cricket, Curt McCallister as Honest John, 

Sheila McCallister as Gideon, Karen Sams Davis as 

the narrator, and Annie Hieronymus as the Sound 

Effects “technician.” Special recognition would 

have to go to Cathy for her cricket costume and 

Adam for his Pinocchio costume, complete with a 

growing nose constructed for him by Sheila. The 

acting was worthy of an Oscar. The performance 

will be repeated for the Head Start children in 

December . 

 

“Mystery Reader” at Christian Child Care 
Could you volunteer 15 minutes once or twice a 

month to read to preschoolers? We read at Christian 

Child Care on the second Monday of each month at 

10 a.m. In October we also added a reading session 

for Head Start, which occurs on the first Thursday 

of each month at 10 a.m. It takes about 15 minutes 

to read a couple of stories and is well worth the 

time. If you would like to participate in this project, 

please let Annie know. 

 

Mission / Outreach Budget Cuts 

Due to concern for declining pledges and farm 

income, the Mission / Outreach Committee met on 

November 28 to cut $7,700 from its 2019 budget. 

 

Food Pantry 

Clients served in October were 1,510 

individuals, which included 563 children and 443 

households. 

Donations were three grocery carts of non-

perishable food from Antique Tractor and Small 

Engine Club, seven grocery carts from Hilltop 

Wind Farms construction companies, and ALMH 

— 14 gift baskets made by all of the departments at 

the hospital. The generously filled baskets were 

given to large families. 

Commodities from U.S.D.A. at no cost to the 

pantry, included frozen blueberries, dried pinto 

beans, 90 half-gallons of milk, spaghetti sauce, 

spinach, dried cherries, and whole fryer chickens. 

From the Central Illinois Food Bank, the pantry 

received 30 cases of cheeseburger skillet dinners, 

Frosted Flakes, bags of pretzels, spaghetti, 5-lb. 

bags of potatoes, and 5-lb. bags of carrots. 

This is the beginning of the Christmas season 

and donations of food and monetary gifts are 

plentiful. The pantry is grateful for the community 

support. We are also thankful for the many 

volunteers who give so many hours to serve the 

clients. 

Food Pantry emphasis for December is dish 

soap. 

 

Ministry of the Heart Opportunities 

In the Sanctuary of Women 

The Women’s Book Group has enjoyed 

excellent discussions, good food, and wonderful 

fellowship as they’ve journeyed together through In 

the Sanctuary of Women. 

The final meeting will be on Sunday, 

December 2, from 3 - 4:30 p.m. 

Women’s Group 

The Women’s Association group will meet for 

their annual Christmas potluck on Thursday, 

December 6, at 11:30 a.m. in the CE Building. 

 

Choir Cantata 

Mark your calendar for the choir cantata on 

December 9, during the 10 a.m. worship service. 

The cantata is “Were You There on That Christmas 

Night?” by Lloyd Larson. It retells the birth of 

Jesus through new melodies, enduring carols, and 

holy scripture. The choir will be accompanied by an 

instrumental ensemble. Plan to attend this 

celebration of music!   

December Fellowship Gatherings 

Fellowship Team: Debbie Schweitzer and Beth 

Green 

 

December Coffee, Sat. Dec. 1st, 9-11 a.m. 

Begin your Christmas season with Presbyterian 

friends at Judy Busby’s home at 220 Peoria St. This 

is a time for a chat with new or long-time friends 

and treats to launch your busy month.  

Ask, now, to take or meet a friend. NOTE: This 

is the first day of December.  
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Caroling - All are invited to sing familiar 

carols to church friends, then share a light supper 

in the home of Nancy Schaub, 2335 Railsplitter 

Avenue, Lincoln. Please join us in the Fellowship 

Hall, Wednesday, December 19, at 5:15 p.m. to 

share rides. It is so much fun, and we hope you can 

come! Dress warmly for the weather. Sleigh bells 

are provided! 

In the New Year the team has ideas to share 

meals, plays or musicals, game nights, and maybe 

travel to Saint Louis together. Watch for chances 

to meet and learn to know First Presbyterian 

friends in the New Year.  

 

Ministry of our Resources Opportunities 

SESSION NOTES: November 13, 2018 

Session members have called a Congregational  

Meeting for Sunday, December 16, to hear the 

report of the Nominating Committee and other 

business matters. 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be 

Sunday, January 20, 2019. Business items will 

include the pastor’s Terms of Call. 

The church budget for 2019 was reviewed and 

approved. Copies will be made available to the 

congregation. 

Learned our church has received a $5,000 grant 

from the Presbytery of Great Rivers to be utilized 

toward an Outreach Center for Creativity and 

Community. 

The bid of John Plut for new furnace and air 

conditioning units was approved. 

Additions to the Benefits section of the 

Employee Handbook for the Administrative 

Assistant and Sexton were approved. These 

concern Holiday Pay and Paid Time Off. 

Pastor Quine will be away from the church 

January 7-14, at Eden Theological Seminary; 

February 18-25, personal time; and April 29-May 

13, trip to Scotland and beyond. 

 

Stewardship and Finance    

As you submit your pledges and gifts please 

remember to note on your check what it is for, 

such as Building Improvement Fund, Scholarship 

fund, or another special fund, otherwise it will go 

to the General Fund.  

THANK YOU to all who have made a financial 

pledge for 2019.  

Next year’s budget was prepared by the 

Administration Team from input provided by each 

of our session committees/teams and the deacons. 

The budget was approved by the session. It is a 

balanced budget with income equaling expenses. 

Preparing this budget has not been an easy task. 

Expenses like salaries, utilities, and some other 

expenses will increase next year. We have also 

been advised that the farm income will be lower in 

2019 than this year. The results of the pledge drive 

indicate the target we have set for pledges will not 

be reached. (At the present time pledges are 

$30,000 under the amount we have budgeted.) 

With lower total income our expenses had to be 

lowered. Some programs and projects had to make 

reductions. The total budget for 2019 is lower than 

in 2018, but we remain optimistic that income will 

reach the amount we have budgeted and we hope 

the reduction in expenses will be enough for the 

budget to remain  balanced. Our budget for 2018 

was $303,450; the budget for 2019 is $296,800.  

 

Building and Grounds       

Earlier this year, the air conditioner for the 

church office required some repairs. Recently, due 

to a cracked combustion chamber, the furnace for 

the office had to be replaced. This fall, two of the 

three furnaces serving the Sanctuary required 

being replaced. In the spring, we will be looking at 

replacing the air conditioners for those units.                    

 

Administrative Team: Mel Anderson, Sandy 

Blane, Roger Boss, Bob Chamberlain, Rob 

Harmon, Keith Leesman, Tracy Olson, Bill Opper,  

and Rev. Adam Quine. 
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Telling Our Story…Past 

Corrine Houston  

This story begins with William J. and Carrie Seibert Houston. They were 
parents of three sons, Glenn, Merle, Harold and a daughter, Corrine.  

 Corrine E. Houston was born on July 18, 1896. Some of our older members 
still remember Corinne. She attended school in Lincoln and graduated from 
Lincoln College, Bradley University, and completed her master’s degree from 
the University of Chicago. Corrine taught home economics for 34 years at 
Lincoln Elementary and High Schools. She lived in the family home at 204 Pekin 
Street. Corrine was a member of our church and was a member of the Sarah-
Ruth-Miriam Circle. Other organizations she belonged to were Delta Kappa 
Gamma, an international society for key women educators, and the Retired 
Teachers Association.  

Upon her father’s death in 1946, she inherited 80 acres of farm land in East 
Lincoln Township. Her brother, Harold, also inherited 80 acres. Harold died 
April 12, 1975 and his 80 acres was left to Corrine.  

 Corrine was the last member of her family when she died September 21, 
1985. The Reverend Bruce Allison presided at her funeral. She was buried in 
Union Cemetery in Lincoln. According to the terms of Corrine’s will the 160 
acres in East Lincoln Township were left in trust to the First Presbyterian 
Church. The Church receives the annual income from the farm to be used 
without restriction.  

This family had a great faith and confidence in the work of God flowing 
through this church to bestow such a gift. It continues to be a significant part of 
our annual budget allowing us to help maintain our building and to help give 
back to our community through a variety of mission projects. As a teacher, 
Corrine provided a positive influence on many  lives. Her generous gift will 
continue to influence our Church and many lives far into the future. 
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STAFF 

Rev. Adam Quine 
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Julie Kasa, Music Director 
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