
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of  LINCOLN 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

“Wherever two or more are gathered in my 

name,” Jesus said, “there am I in the midst of 

them.” Whether you’re gathered around the 

breakfast table with your family, sitting in your 

favorite recliner, or taking a walk outside, we 

assemble in Jesus’ name bearing witness to the 

Church’s identity and mission as Christ’s body 

in the world.  

As you prepare for worship, light a candle. 

This simple act reminds us of God’s presence in 

this hour of worship and the entrance of Jesus 

Christ, the light of the world, into our midst. 

This candle will remind you of Christ’s light 

and love, and it will also be a symbol to signify 

our togetherness despite our separation, during 

this time. I invite you to share a picture of your 

candle and your “worship space.” Please also 

email me your picture at 

pastor@preslincoln.org; on Sunday afternoon,  

I will share images of our togetherness.  

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
(The bell tolls at the 10 o’clock hour calling us to worship.) 

THE OPENING SENTENCES & WELCOME 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!" The Blessed One is with you. Hosanna! And also with you.  

THE PRELUDE  
(The prelude is a time to get quiet in your soul to prepare yourself to meet God in worship. Open yourself to God and ask 
God to speak during worship as you prepare to give God glory.) 

THE BLESSING OF THE PALMS  

The Holy One be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray. Lord our God, seated upon the Cherubim, you raised up your power and sent 

your only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to save the world through his cross, burial, and 

resurrection. Today He enters Jerusalem for his voluntary passion. The people sitting in the 

darkness and shadow of death took the symbols of victory, the boughs of trees and branches of 

palms, foretelling his resurrection. Now, O Master, on this pre-festive day, in imitation of them, 

we carry palms and branches in our hands, and like that crowd and the children we shout 

“Hosanna,” so that we also might be made worthy of the life-giving third-day resurrection in 

Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom you are blessed, together with your all-holy, good, and life-

creating Spirit, now and ever, and forever.  



(When the pastor sprinkles the palm branches with water, you are invited to do so as well.)  

These palms and branches are blessed and sanctified by the grace of the Most Holy Spirit through the 

sprinkling of this holy water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

THE HYMN OF CELEBRATION  

THE CALL TO CONFESSION  

We love the parade as much as we love the presents—the energy, the excitement, the enthusiasm. How quickly 

it all fades when our expectations turn up empty, changing our songs of ‘hosanna’ to condemning shouts of 

‘crucifixion.’ As we begin the journey through the holiest of weeks, let us speak the truth, as we confess to our 

God our prayers.  

THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

We love large gatherings. The way the energy of the group moves us. We love to follow Jesus—to see the 

healings, to taste the fish, to smell the loaves of bread, to hear the sermons, and to touch the fringe of his robe. We 

also love the seduction of power, the safety of privilege, and the security of the status quo. Forgive us, Merciful 

God, when we do not finish the journey this week. Forgive our complacency which is induced by fearing what we 

cannot see. Forgive us for projecting all our narrow worldly views on you and expecting you to live up to our 

standards. Take our branches and our lives, that we may learn to lay them down in your service, following your 

way even when we cannot understand. We pray in the name of the One who made a parade with only a donkey 

and some children singing for your glory, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  

THE POURING OF THE WATER REMINISCENT OF OUR BAPTISMS  
(Remember your baptism and be thankful!) 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Laying aside judgment, God offers us redemption; setting aside anger, God embraces us with love; 

letting go of grief, God pours living water upon us. This is the good news, my friends: God’s steadfast love 
endures forever. Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God! Amen.  

THE GLORIA PATRI 
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. Amen.” 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
Be at peace with God, with yourself and with one another. The peace of Christ be with you.  

THE SONG OF RECONCILIATION  

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Let your Word, O God, break open our hearts this day through the power of the Holy Spirit, that we may 

enter into the coming Holy Week with the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS  

A reading from the Old Testament. Hear what the Spirit is saying.  

Isaiah 50:4-9a  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

A reading from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Christ.  

Matthew 21:1-11  

The Gospel of the Lord. May Jesus Christ be praised.  

THE HOMILY  Rev. Adam R. Quine 



THE SONG OF FAITH 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

THE INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

(Trust that Christ will receive our gifts offered with glad and 

generous hearts. Let us present to God our tithes and offerings. Your 

offerings can be mailed to the church at 301 Pekin St., Lincoln, IL 

62656 or you may give online at www.preslincoln.org/give.)  

THE SENDING SONG 

THE EXTINQUISHING OF THE LIGHT 

We have gathered, week after week, sharing a common 

quest for a deeper faith and a deeper experience of the 

divine. I invite you now to close your eyes and let go of the 

things that distract and concern you. Listen! The time is 

drawing near. Jesus is preparing to enter Jerusalem. How 

will we greet him? Will we follow him all the way to the 

Cross? The power of Jesus is that he lived what he taught, 

even when it led to his death. He lived with an abiding 

awareness of God, radiating the light of God in all he said 

and did. But that light was too much for the world. There 

are forces today, as there were in ancient Judea, that 

conspire to put it out. Where are we in this drama? What 

are we willing to risk to follow Jesus?  

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the 

darkness and pain of illness and disease in the world.  

(A candle is extinguished.)  

THE BENEDICTION 

THE POSTLUDE 
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