
lives. As we move forward in this new year, we will proclaim the 
good news of God’s love through our continued and shared 
ministries. 
 

May we enter into the coming year  
with an unquenchable thirst for God’s love. 

 
 

May we achieve our goal  
with absolute optimism that what we have already done 

shall continuing to show us what we can do. 
 
 

May we journey into these coming seasons  
with ready eagerness to receive God’s grace. 

 
 

May we name the presence of Christ  
not only in our community but in the stories we hear— 

and not only on Sundays. 
 
 

May we become bold and brazen  
in our zeal for telling the stories that have knit us together  

as individuals and as this family we call 
the First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Illinois. 

 
 
 
With my pastoral love and a personal readiness always to hear a 
good story, 
 

Telling Our Story… 
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What is our goal for 2018? 
 

The goal for the First Presbyterian Church will be to develop a 
better understanding of our identity as a faith community. To 
reach our goal, we will: 

• explore the history of our church and congregation, 
• assess our current strengths and weaknesses, and 
• organize a plan to direct us toward serving the Lincoln-

Logan community in the coming years. 
 

How will we achieve our goal? 
 

We will achieve our goal through intentional and prayerful 
engagement of Scripture, our Reformed heritage, the meaning 
and practices of the church’s sacraments, and small groups. 
These shall become the tools we use to discover who God wants 
us to be and to further our mission to fulfill God’s will for us. Yes, 
our identity is ever-changing, and with each transition from one 
season to the next, we participate in the ongoing re-creation of 
the world by the Spirit. 
 

Why is this an important goal? 
 

This is an important goal because we must learn and appreciate 
our congregational, communal, and cultural contexts—these are 
keys we must have in order that we might faithfully live into God’s 
call. 
 Where have we responded to God’s call before? 
 Where are we faithfully carrying out God’s mission? 
 Where is God calling this congregation to journey next? 
 
Over this coming year, we will carefully examine of lives together 
so we may continue to dwell at the intersection between our 
deep gladness and that belonging to the world. 

“Becoming a Church of Storytellers” 
 

 This is the theme that undergirds my pastoral goal for 
2018. I want nothing more than for us to embrace our identity as 
God’s children and to share in the writing and telling of our story. 
 Each of us has a story the world needs to hear. We are 
also part of a greater story. At the heart of who we are as children 
of God is the idea that we possess storyteller uniqueness—
perhaps, you might say, that is one of the blessings we have apart 
from the rest of creation. 
 We are all made of stories. We are all made by stories. No 
matter who we are—whatever our credentials may or may not 
be—we all possess a story that is worth telling. Stories hold pride 
of place in revealing God and God’s love and goodness to us. As 
God’s people, we are active participants in telling God’s story 
with our very lives. Story doesn’t just tell us something and 
depart; story invites our participation. Story welcomes us to 
belong. 
 Perhaps this is the most reassuring characteristic about 
God’s story. From Genesis to Revelation, as the story of God 
unfolds in Scripture, we see God using an eclectic cast of 
characters. From Moses, who stammered in front of Pharaoh but 
told God’s message of freedom, to Mary, who wept at the foot of 
the cross and then became the first to tell the good news of 
Christ’s resurrection, God invites us in as participants: into 
something larger than our broken needs and into something 
truer than our culture-stunted ambitions. We enter God’s stories 
to find ourselves, to see ourselves, and to recognize ourselves as 
participants—whether willing or unwilling—in the life of God. 
 We participate in God’s story or (as I have recently heard 
it called) “the Waltz of the Gospel.” Since Advent, we have told 
our story with intentionality. Many of us have shared already how 
we are waiting and yearning for God. Through poetry and 
paintings, art and writing, we have named God’s presence in our  


