
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of  LINCOLN 

MIDDLETOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BAPTISM OF CHRIST SUNDAY—JANUARY 17, 2021—10 A.M. 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

“Wherever two or more are gathered in my name,” Jesus said, “there am I in the midst of them.” Whether you’re gathered around the 

breakfast table with your family, sitting in your favorite recliner, or taking a walk outside, we assemble in Jesus’ name bearing witness to 

the Church’s identity and mission as Christ’s body in the world.  

 Today we celebrate the Baptism of Christ. The first Sunday after the Epiphany is all about beginnings. In 

Genesis we read from the creation poem. In the beginning, a wind from God swept over the waters, the formless 

void, and God called forth light. Wind, in Hebrew, is the same word as spirit and breath: ruach. God saw that it was 

good, and separated the light from the darkness, and the first day was created. In Mark’s gospel, we read of the 

beginning of Christ’s ministry—which starts with his baptism by John. It is a defining moment for creation, and for 

us, as the heavens are torn open and the Holy Spirit, the wind from Genesis, enters into Jesus. Jesus is infused with 

the Spirit from God. A new reality has come into the world, transforming all things, including the seen (the heavens 

and a dove) and the unseen (a voice). Through Jesus’ baptism, the Church is born and his faith washes over Earth 

through the baptized. By his baptism in the waters of the earth, the faith of Jesus made all creation sacred. We 

remember baptism as a sign of our “original name” (Thomas Merton) in the midst of challenging experiences that fill 

us with fear and doubt. Baptism reminds us that if God is for us, who can be against us?    

As we prepare for worship, may this prayer aid us in our transition from ‘getting here’ to ‘being here.’ 

God of heaven and earth, we gather in the name of Jesus, to hear your holy Word and to be immersed in your Spirit. Speak to us 

with grace and truth and pour out your love upon us, so that this temple may resound with joyful shouts of glory; through Christ we pray, 

Amen. 



WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
(The bell tolls at the 10 o’clock hour calling us to worship.) 

THE OPENING SENTENCES & WELCOME 
The creating God is with you. And also with you.  

THE PRELUDE     

THE OPENING PRAYER OF PRAISE & THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of tenderness and strength, of possibility and power, on this first day of the week, you began 
creating, bringing light out of darkness and order out of chaos. On this first day of the week, you began 
your new creation, raising Christ out of the darkness of death  and breathing new life into your world 
and your people. On this first day of the week, you call us to waken from our slumbers and gather in 
your holy name. We gather to listen and wonder, sing, pray, and be fed. You call us to be your 
instruments of hope in a hurting world, and so we gather to answer your call and bring you our prayer 
and praise.   

In this moment of silence, offer to God your prayer of praise. 

Timeless God, you cast Light into sin's shadow places and call us your Beloved. Forgive us:     when 
we still linger in the shadows; when we treat others in hurtful ways; when we speak ill of your friends. 

As he knelt in the waters of Jordan, you proclaimed Jesus as your Child, pointing to him as the way 
to you. Forgive us: when we put ourselves ahead of Christ; when we think Christ is no longer needed;     
when we fail to see Christ in the broken of our world. 

Baptized and blessed in your living waters, you would have us be your servants in our time. Forgive 
us: when we fail to welcome the stranger; when we refuse to forgive as we should; when we believe we 
are too good to kneel down and tie the shoes of the lost, the least, the last, the little.   

Silently confess your sin to God. 

THE POURING OF THE WATER REMINISCENT OF OUR BAPTISMS  
(Remember your baptism and be thankful!) 

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
Touched by the waters of life, fed at the feast of grace and hope, embraced in the warmth of God's 

love and hopes—this is good news! Blessed by baptism's tears, called to servanthood by the Beloved, 
filled with the peace of the Spirit, we are indeed God's people - redeemed, restored, refreshed to serve. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

THE GLORIA PATRI  

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.” 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.   
 

*THE HYMN OF PRAISE #475 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Glory to God Hymnal 

 



WE LISTEN TO THE WORD 

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven and speak to us as beloved children 

so that we may hear and believe the good news of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
A reading from the Old Testament. Hear what the Spirit is saying. Our ears are open. 

Genesis 1:1-5 

  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

A reading from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Christ. 

Mark 1.4-11 

The Gospel of the Lord. May Jesus Christ be praised. 

THE SERMON      “Creating with Water” Rev. Adam R. Quine 

THE HYMN OF FAITH #480 “Take Me to the Water” Glory to God Hymnal 

 WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

THE REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  

THE INVITATION TO PRAYER 

THE MUSICAL INTERLUDE  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever. Amen.  

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES IN SERVICE TO GOD  
In the season of Epiphany, God’s gift to us in Christ is revealed to the world. Our gifts to God in Christ’s name reveal our 
commitment to the love and mercy, the forgiveness and hope we have received. May our generosity mirror our trust in Christ.  

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God our Maker, we bring our gifts to you in thanksgiving for your gifts to us in Christ and in creation. Bless 
what we bring and who we are, so that our gifts will bless the world you love in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT BY THE WORD 

THE SENDING HYMN #339 “Lift Every Voice and Sing” Glory to God Hymnal 
 
THE CHARGE & BENEDICTION   

Hear the voice of God that claimed you in baptism: you are precious, beloved, in God’s sight. God has 
claimed our lives in baptism that we might die to sin and be raised to new life, And God’s Spirit empowers us 
now to follow Jesus into our world. So as you go, lift up the brokenhearted and stand with the oppressed. Love 
God with your whole life, and love neighbors as yourself. Amen.   

THE POSTLUDE 

 



 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Phone: 217-732-6141 

Fax: 217-735-1405 

Cell: 309-264-2172 

Email: office@preslincoln.org 

Website: www.preslincoln.org                       

Blog: fpreslincoln.blogspot.com 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday:  

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF 

Ministers: The Congregation    

The Rev. Adam R. Quine,  

Pastor/Head of Staff 

Email: pastor@preslincoln.org 

Chet Lord-Remmert, Organist 

Mel Anderson, Treasurer 

Connie Boss, Clerk of Session 

Email: clerk@preslincoln.org 

Christine Thomas,  

Administrative Assistant 

Email: office@preslincoln.org 

Leo Logan, Sexton 

Email: sexton@preslincoln.org 

RULING ELDERS:  

Cathy Maciariello (Worship & Spiritual  

Formation Team) 

Debbie Schweitzer (Fellowship) 

Bob Chamberlain (Administrative,  

Mission & Outreach) 

Cherie Aper (Mission & Outreach) 

Paul Kasa (Mission & Outreach) 

Jim Alexander (Mission & Outreach) 

Stuart Churchill (Administrative Team) 

Cathy Tiffany (Administrative Team) 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: 

17 Jan Ulrich 

19 Penni Alexander 

21 Diane Osborn 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

In Full-Time Care: Carole Holladay, and Audrey Welty (Ellen 

Dobihal’s mother).  

Injury or Illness: Sandy Blane, Jay Onken (Debbie Schweitzer's 

brother), Steve Aue, Chuck & Mary Ellen Lindquist, Gerald 

Dehner, Kenneth Schwab, Penni Alexander, Donna Olsen 

(Sue Beaver’s cousin), Barbara & Mike Hartnett (friends of 

Sue Beaver), Karen Hollibaugh (Sheila McCallister’s sister), 

Erik Rich (friend of Holly Thomas), Martha Holland, Gloria 

Read, Sharon Austin, Dick Logan (uncle of Karen Carter), 

Jane Novak (neighbor of Sandy Blane), and Jill Alberts (Jody 

Bottles’ mother).  

Sunday’s Worship Service  

will be streamed on Facebook Live:  

https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-

Lincoln-Illinois-133194312661 

And ZOOM: 

https://zoom.us/j/551983428?

pwd=UjQrTjZEendEWEpBSWtlQW9rNWxYdz09 

Meeting ID: 551 983 428   |   Password: 226217  

If you are unable to join Zoom with a computer, tablet, or 

smart phone, you can participate by phone: 

1-312-626-6799   |   Enter Meeting ID: 551983428 

http://fpreslincoln.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Lincoln-Illinois-133194312661
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Lincoln-Illinois-133194312661
https://zoom.us/j/551983428?pwd=UjQrTjZEendEWEpBSWtlQW9rNWxYdz09
https://zoom.us/j/551983428?pwd=UjQrTjZEendEWEpBSWtlQW9rNWxYdz09









