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The Calloused, Calamitous (Evil), Counterfeit, and Clean Consciences  

 The word "conscience" is derived from the Latin conscientia, meaning 

"privity of knowledge" or “with-knowledge.”  The English word implies internal 

awareness of a moral standard in the mind concerning the quality of one's motives, 

and actions. 

 This morning we have been discussing “The Role of the Will” and “Good 

Works and Where They Come From.”  Now we will peal back the layers on “The 

Calloused, Calamitous (Evil), Counterfeit, and Clean Consciences.”  

 The function of the conscience in ethical decisions tends to complicate 

matters for Christians.  The commandments of God are eternal, but in order to 

obey them we must first appropriate them internally.  The “organ” of such 

internalization is referred as the conscience.  Some describe this nebulous inner 

voice as the voice of God within.  The conscience is a mysterious part of man’s 

inner being.  Within the conscience, in the secret hidden recesses, lie the 

personality, so hidden that at times it functions automatically.  However, as one 

psychiatrist notes, uncovering the inner voice at times can be as frightening as 

“looking into hell itself.” 

 Socrates spoke of a “mysterious voice which he called dominion.”  This 

interior voice guided him and told him not to do certain things, Socrates regarded 

that voice as the conscience. 

 Augustine understood the conscience as the place of the innermost encounter 

between God and man.  He wrote that the conscience is the divine centre of the 

person where he is addressed by God.  In it, he is aware of God and the soul; 

Augustine urged all Christians to be concerned about their conscience.      

 The conscience is an internal self-awareness judge, created by God and 

gifted by God.  Wolfmueller describes its as “our innate and natural ability to know 

the Law...an internal referee…When it functions properly, our conscience troubles 

us when we do something wrong.”
1
  Kleinig says the conscience “functions as a 

kind of internal judge, it does not, by itself, provide any certain criteria by which 

we can rightly assess ourselves and others.”
2
  Yet, a rightfully functioning 

                                                 
1 Has American Christianity Failed?  Brian Wolfmueller. pg. 158 
2 Grace Upon Grace, Kleining, pg. 50 
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conscience is one cleansed by Jesus' blood, and therefore, is able to discern rightly 

God's Law and Gospel.   

 In the Old Testament, the judgement of conscience is ultimately the voice of 

God, a fact that is evident in Cain’s remorse after killing his brother.  The 

conscience is vastly important, but not normative.  It is capable of distortion and 

misguidance.  It is mentioned some 29x’s in the Old Testament and 31x’s in the 

New Testament with abundant indication of its capacity for change. 

As we begin let us first consider… 

 I. The Calloused Conscience (and hardened heart) 

 A. As Christians, we must guard against a calloused conscience; it is one of the 

greatest dangers to believers today.   

 1. The conscience can be seared and eroded, being desensitized by 

repeated sin.   

 a) Jeremiah described this happening to Israel as they developed the 

“brazen look of a prostitute” (Jer. 3:3, NIV).  

 (1) From repeated transgressions, Israel had, like the prostitute, lost 

her capacity to blush because of a stiffened neck and hardened 

heart.   

 B. We ask: “What is The Calloused Conscience?”  Rev. Wolfmueller writes: 

‘Through continued sinning, our conscience becomes calloused or 

hardened.  Paul calls this a “seared” conscience (1 Timothy 4:2).  Like 

scar tissue, a calloused conscience has lost the sensation of guilt.  It has 

ceased to feel the pain of sin.’
3
 

 1. For instance, when your shoe rubs against your foot over time you will 

naturally develop a blister, and if you continue to wear the shoe the 

blister will eventually form a callous.  

 a) The shoe’s friction against the foot ceases it to hurt as the callous 

becomes toughened.  Our emotions work in the same way. 

 (1) This is the act of heaping destructive behavior upon destructive 

behavior. 

                                                 
3 Has American Christianity Failed?  Brian Wolfmueller. pg. 158 
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 C. You develop a calloused conscience when you know you should do 

something, but resists in doing so.   

 1. Quoting the prophecy of Isaiah, Jesus spoke saying: For this people’s 

heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and 

they have closed their eyes (Matthew 13:15a, NIV).  

 2. Every preacher struggles with the conclusion of the sermon as he calls 

members into repentance to receive God’s grace and mercy.  He knows 

that there are individuals in the congregation who need to respond to the 

divine invitation but resist doing what they know they ought to do.  

 a) Paul warns of the deadly affects of a calloused conscious: “Do you 

presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 

patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to 

repentance?  But because of your hard and impenitent heart you 

are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's 

righteous judgment will be revealed” (Romans 2:4-5). 

 (1) The calloused conscious does not fear his sins or the eternal wrath 

of death.   

 (a) The Words of God only scratch the surface of their calloused 

heart and conscious. 

 b) James said it succinctly, “So whoever knows the right thing to do 

and fails to do it, for him it is sin” (James 4:17).   

 (1) Every time I resist doing what I know I ought to do, my 

conscience becomes a bit more seared. 

 c) One cannot read the accounts of the gospel of Jesus Christ without 

seeing the calloused consciences of the Jewish leaders of His day. 

Consider the 7 Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees  (Matthew 23) 

 (1) We become hypocritical when we say one thing but live another.   

 (a) By doing so, we only continue the process of hardening the 

heart and searing the conscience with callouses.  

 (2) Parents who think that they can rear their children with the 

attitude, “Do as I say, but not as I do,” will have a rude awakening 

should their children reach adulthood. 
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 D. Many Christians and non-Christians have seen the movie “The Passion of 

the Christ.”  Someone asked, “Why do Christians need to see that 

movie?”  Why?  Because we need to have engraved in our mind the price 

Jesus paid for us.  To guard against becoming calloused to His pain. 

 1. A child confesses that he had lied.  When asked why he decided to 

confess, the boy responded, “The Holy Ghost has been on my back!”   

 a) Do you confess when the Holy Ghost is on your back, or have you 

become calloused when convicted? 

 b) The 10 Commandments continue to speak even if the conscious has 

gone mute. 

This leads us into… 

 II. The Calamitous (Evil) Conscience  

 A. This is the conscience that causes evil or disastrous ends. 

 1. Here’s how it works, the devil knows Law and Gospel, and he perfectly 

confuses them to give us an evil, or bad conscience.  When we are 

tempted, the devil preaches a false Gospel to us, easing the path to sin.  

The devil tries to grease the skids for sin by preaching the kindness or 

indifference of God.  He minimizes sin,  “Don’t worry, God doesn’t get 

mad.  No one will be hurt.  God what’s you to be happy.”
4
 

 2. Consider the cartoon character who is faced with an ethical decision. 

 a) An angel is perched on one shoulder while a devil on the other. 

 (1) It’s a sort of tug-of-war with the poor man’s heart eventually the 

devil pushes the angel off his shoulder.  

 b) His conscience becomes a lie, the voice from hell.   

 (1) It speaks of nothing good or God pleasing. 

 3. The Bible is replete is examples…  

 a) In 1 Timothy 4:1-2, we read: Now the Spirit expressly says that in 

later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 

themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons… 

 B. We naturally ask: “How it's possible for people to do evil things and not be 

bothered about them?”  

                                                 
4  Has American Christianity Failed?  Brian Wolfmueller. pg. 159 
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 1. Luther writes that: ‘the proper description of an evil conscience fears 

what should not be feared and does not fear what should be feared.’
5
 

 a) As written by David: The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds…(Psalm 14:1-2). 

 (1) The evil conscience drives a man into desperation and despair. 

 (a) He fights daily with himself looking to the world for guidance, 

 i) For the writer of Provers 28:1 tells us that: “the wicked 

flee when no one pursues.”  

 (1) It is the nature of the evil conscious to flee to the sinful 

world so that it may hide its trembling under her 

umbrella.   

 (2) He seeks shelter not in what is safe but rather in a place 

where danger and death rule producing more fruitful sin 

with a people who deny sin. 

 b) Some lie and it never seems to affect them.  They steal and do other 

corrupt acts and it doesn’t affect them.  It appears as if they have no 

limits, why is that?  Maybe that they have an evil conscience. 

 2. Luther writes that: ‘A heart that is sick and always conscious of sin is a 

perpetual hell, which will be nothing else than an evil conscience 

itself…An evil conscience kindles the flames of hell…’
6
  

 a) Isaiah 5:20 helps us understand describing God’s people as those 

who have an evil conscience saying: Woe to those who call evil 

good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  

 (1) Luther says the same but this way: ‘Do not heap sin on sin and 

load yourself with an evil conscience by committing other 

misdeeds.’
7
       

 (a) The individual strapped with an evil conscience increases 

satan’s rage against himself.  

 C. Furthermore, the Calamitous (Evil) Conscience is boastful  

                                                 
5 Luther Works, Vol. 7, Pg. 329 
6 Luther Works, Vol. 8  Pg. 52 
7 Luther Works, Vol. 5 Pg. 190 
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 1. In other words, they brag about the things they ought to be ashamed of. 

 a) Paul warns of this writing to the church in Philippi saying: For 

many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with 

tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their 

shame, with minds set on earthly things (Philippians 3:18-19). 

 (1) They do not take sin seriously, frolicking and playing in their sins 

without concern.  

 b) If and when they do repent, it is a shallow and an equally shallow 

confession. 

 (1) The repentance and confession is more in line with excuses. 

 (a) They fool themselves with the lie: “I know something is wrong 

inside of me and if I ignore it, maybe it will go away.” 

 (2) The calamitous conscience asks: “Why should I confess if God 

knows everything?” 

 (a) They see confession as a burden rather than a tool that frees 

the soul.   

 D. Finally, the Calamitous (Evil) Conscience cares about its reputation. 

 1. They believe it is more honorable covering and hiding their sins.   

 a) They do not want their dishonor or disgrace known by others.  Saul 

tries to pull this off after rejecting the word of the LORD after learning 

from Samuel that the LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from him 

and gave it to his neighbors.   

 (1) Saul replied: “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the 

elders of my people and before Israel (1 Samuel 15:30).   

 (a) He cries out: “Help me cover my sins.”   

 i) I do not want my sins known and risk my reputation before 

my children.  

 (2) They reason within themselves that its' best to withhold words as 

opposed to confess sins and seek forgiveness.  

 (3) Still, these individuals feel sin and their hearts are terrified 

through the silence of their mouth. 
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 (a) Fear prevents them of speaking as they quiver over being 

exposed. 

 2. For an entire year King Saul labored to cover his sin. 

 a) He went down into darkness because of his evil conscience.  

 (1) Those who were his best friends, he treated like enemies.   

 (a) Those who were really his enemies, he treated like friends. 

 3. David also fell prey to the calamitous conscience.  

 a) In I Samuel 26 he took the spear and the water jug from Saul, but we 

don't read that his heart smote him at the time.   

 (1) A few years later David took Bathsheba and murdered her 

husband and went to great lengths to cover his sins…  

Which naturally leads our discussion to… 

 III. The Counterfeit Conscience 

 A. ‘A counterfeit conscience is a conscience that thinks that it becomes good 

apart from the forgiveness of sins.  Most often we attempt to give ourselves 

a good conscience by good works.’
8
 

 1. When our conscience is troubling us, we attempt to sooth it through 

good works.  

 a) Non-believers continually do good works of charity to feel good 

about themselves. 

 (1) But does this appease God? 

 (a) No, we mustn’t forget or disregard what the writer of Hebrews 

11:6 has written for our benefit that: without faith it is 

impossible to please him (God), for whoever would draw 

near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who seek him.   

 i) Those with a counterfeit conscience convince themselves 

that good works, independent of God, are enough for 

salvation. 

 (1) They certainly see no use in repentance and the 

forgiveness of sins.  

                                                 
8   Has American Christianity Failed?  Brian Wolfmueller. pg. 161 
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 2. Goods works done as a result of faith are just that; good and in accord 

with God’s will as written is Ephesians 2:10 — For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.   

 a) Paul is clarifying in Ephesians 2:10 that while salvation is entirely of 

God, so are the good works that follow.   

 (1) But, if you relay on works for salvation the light of the cross is 

extinguished.  

 b) Good works are the fruit of faith, not the cause of our salvation yet 

today this is one of the most misunderstood doctrines in God’s 

church. 

 (1) Luther was confronted with this teaching throughout his life.  

 (a) Writing for the Christian in society he says: ‘Do not suppose 

that you will thereby become righteous or be saved—as the 

Jews presumed to be saved by their works—but leave this to 

faith.’
9
   

 (b) For the counterfeit conscience the work of the cross becomes 

folly and useless.  The cross becomes scandalous as opposed to 

an instrument of salvation. 

 i) For many, the cross is scandalous because it depicts a dying 

Messiah and a Suffering Servant.  

 (1)  It describes a way of salvation that creation could never 

dream up and which many still deny today.   

 (a) Paul noted that Jews seek miraculous signs and 

Greeks think of the cross as foolish talk (1 Cor. 1:18-

25). 

 (2) Another reason is because ‘Rome continues to insist that people 

are saved by God’s grace, but not through faith alone.  This 

teaching dangerously encourages people to believe that are able, 

even is some small way, to contribute toward their salvation.’
10

 

                                                 
9 Luther Words, Vol. 45, pg. 98 
10 Concordia, The Lutheran Confessions, Second Edition, pg. 42 
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 (a) Rome teaches that in order to gain enough merit for salvation, 

we must add our good works to what Christ did on the cross, 

speaking nothing of forgiveness of sins but only through works 

of penitence. 

 (b) They misrepresent and misunderstand Pauls words to the 

church of Philippi which read: Therefore, my beloved, as you 

have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12).   

 i) The belief of working out our salvation means that it is 

something we already own but must cooperate with the 

Holy Spirit if we are to enjoy its full benefits. 

 ii) The carnal believer sees the word ‘work’ and they quickly 

loose sight of God’s grace and mercy. 

 (1) From our birth we are taught that those who work 

receive a salary; those that work will receive salvation. 

 B. The counterfeit conscience holds fast to works for salvation. 

 1. The apostle James is often sited by our adversaries.  He writes: what 

good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 

have works?  Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is 

poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  But someone will say, “You 

have faith and I have works.”  Show me your faith apart from your 

works, and I will show you my faith by my works (James 2:14-18). 

 a) These and other verses from James are reasons why Luther was 

openly critical of the author.  He saw the Book of James as the straw 

epistle saying it has nothing of the nature of the gospel about it.  

 (1) The reality is that James is in no way suggesting that good works 

aid, lead or add to our salvation but that good works are the result 

or byproduct of faith.   
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 (a) The antagonist’s insist that there is a conflict between Paul and 

James over the matter of justification by faith versus works. 

 i) Which of course, there is no conflict between the 2 authors. 

 C. The counterfeit conscience is made in imitation; it is the forged.  The fake 

conscience has taken up residence within faithful believers.  They gather 

around false prophets with itching ears rather than discerning hearts. 

 1. The pope is guilty of this as he burdens the people to pledge allegiance 

to his so-called authority and the commands which he hands down from 

his self-exalted infallible position.  

 a) He (pope) calls, dare I say insists, on perfect obedience to his decrees 

and judgements under the disguise of Papal Injunction.  

 (1) Under this false pretense, the individual is bound to obey and 

would commit a greater sin by disobeying. 

 (a) This is nothing else than the command of a political party 

which makes use of the sacred scriptures for its own purposes. 

 b) Which is proven in the actions of the crowds that welcomed Jesus 

into the city taking for themselves branches of palm trees and went 

out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13).  

Only to have those praises turn to blood when “Pilate said to them, 

“Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  They all 

said, “Let him be crucified!”  And he said, “Why?  What evil has 

he done?”  But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”  

Crucify him, crucify him!”… And all the people answered, “His 

blood be on us and on our children!” (Matt. 27:22-23, 25). 

 c) Judas being the master of the counterfeit conscience deceiving all but 

the Lord saying: “Why was this ointment not sold for three 

hundred denarii and given to the poor?”  He said this, not 

because he cared about the poor…(John 12:5-6a).   

 D. In the life of the Church, many claim that their conscience is in conflict 

with the Gospel.   
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 1. For instance, they say the conscience demands they use contraceptives 

or ignore the law of a God’s ordained marriage between 1 man and 1 

woman or indulge in disordered sexual behavior.   

 a) They are comfortable explaining personal integrity and evolving 

times which demand that they reject the historic teachings of the 

Church. 

 b) They justify themselves accusing God’s Word of being obsolete and 

outdated.  Written for a time and a people who needed guidance. 

 (1) They defend themselves quoting the “false” prophets of today 

who preach according to the wallet and against God’s Word.  

 2. We witnessed this in Saul, who was guilty of rebelling against God, yet 

he pretended with an unrepentant heart and a good conscience while 

continually serving God.    

And finally, we come to… 

 IV. The Clean Conscience  

 A. The clean conscience is only cleansed through the blood of Christ through 

the hearing of the Gospel.  A clean conscience has heard and heeded God’s 

call of repentance.  He seeks forgiveness in confession and absolution and 

continual cleansing through God’s Means of Grace, Word and Sacrament 

ministry.    

 1. He has repented of sins committed against God and every other person.   

 a) He can look his neighbor in the eyes without shame and know that he 

is right with his fellow man. 

 2. We see an example of the clean conscience in the prophet Samuel when 

he said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that 

you have said to me and have made a king over you…I have walked 

before you from my youth until this day.  Here I am; testify against 

me before the Lord and before his anointed.  Whose ox have I 

taken?  Or whose donkey have I taken?  Or whom have I 

defrauded?  Whom have I oppressed?  Or from whose hand have I 

taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it?  Testify against me and I will 

restore it to you.”  They said, “You have not defrauded us or 

oppressed us or taken anything from any man's hand.”  And he said 
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to them, “The Lord is witness against you, and his anointed is 

witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand.”  

And they said, “He is witness.” (1 Samuel 12:1-5). 

 a) The conscience blamed King David for his wrong doing and evil 

which called him into serious repentance.   

 (1) The conscience for David is referred to as the “heart” hence he 

went down in fasting and ashes when he discovered that he had 

offended God.   

 (a) The heart blames after committing sin or evil and call’s one 

into repentance.   

 i) Only love for God can spring from a good conscience, a 

pure heart and a sincere faith. 

 3. For example, I have a clean conscience not relying upon my deeds and 

actions but upon the God who raises the dead.  Paul articulates this very 

well writing: For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, 

that we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not 

by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so 

toward you (2 Corinthians 1:12).   

 B. The clean conscience is the gift of God’s grace. 

 1. In Luther’s Table Talks, dated December 1532, he addresses the comfort 

of God’s Word upon the conscience.  

 a) “Those in the book of Acts who said, ‘We don’t know the Holy 

Spirit,’ also had the Spirit, just as the patriarchs in the Old 

Testament had Christ, although they didn’t know Him.  They clung to 

the Word, and through it they received the Holy Spirit…So, when the 

Word is proclaimed, the Holy Spirit accompanies it and breathes 

upon your heart…The conscience pacified by the Word.  For this did 

God permit His Son to die, that we might have a good conscience.
11

  

 (1) Those who hear the Word hear the very voice of God. 

 (a) Luke 10:16 writes: He who hears you hears me. 

                                                 
11 Luther Works, Table Talk, Vol. 54, pg. 63-64 
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 C. You receive the clean conscience through confession and Christ’s 

absolution.  

 1. Though confession and absolution the sinner receives the opportunity to 

unburden themselves of sinful actions. 

 a) First, we confess our sins and second, we receive absolution, that is, 

forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but 

firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in 

heaven.
12

 

 (1) Jesus promises that it is He, Himself who is forgiving sins.  The 

pastor is merely the agent whom Christ is working through. 

 b) In the Augsburg Confession XXV 3 we read: “Our people are taught 

that they should highly prize the Absolution as being God’s voice and 

pronounced by God’s command.”
13

 

 (1) I draw you attention to Jesus’ actions in John 20:22-23: when he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  

 (2) Also recorded in Matthew 18:18 it is written: Truly, I say to you, 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 (3) My last example is from Luke 10:16 which reads: “The one who 

hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, 

and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”  

 2. Yet, who among us seeks confession?  The act goes against our very 

being.  It’s completely contrary to the sinful nature to confess sins.  

 a) Consider Adam, caught red handed, he attempted to hide from the 

God of Creation as opposed to open and freely confess his sins.  

 (1) The terror and anguish of his heart prevented him from 

articulating his transgressions.  

 b) Isaiah writes that there is no peace…for the wicked (Is. 48:22). 

 (1) Nothing is more restless than a fearful heart. 

                                                 
12 Luther’s Small Catechism, pg. 217  
13 Luther’s Small Catechism, pg. 220 
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 (a) A wicked conscious that is full of guilt asks: ‘What have I 

done to deserve this, why has God done this to me?” 

 i) Here we see that fear and blame rightfully belongs to 

ourselves rather than to God who gives all gifts. 

 c) The anxious and frightened conscience feels the judgement and wrath 

of God.   

 (1) It trembles horribly before Him. 

 (a) This is a result of original sin.   

 d) The conscience is the master and teacher in so far as it binds creation 

to God’s Law as it is made known through natural order and in so far 

as it accuses them when they go against reason (Rom. 2:14).   

 (1) As St. Paul writes for our edification: “For whatever does not 

proceed from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). 

 3. Meanwhile, God’s holy and complete absolution remains on the lips His 

servants. 

 a) They wait, sometimes to the detriment of their own conscience, 

praying for God’s offenders, His children to present themselves. 

 4. Absolution purifies and soothes the conscience, cleans it as everything 

that is confessed before the Lord remains between the two. 

 a) The pastor is commissioned to do the will of Christ and is forbidden 

to speak of the sins that are confessed. 

 (1) After-all the repentant didn’t confess anything to me, the pastor, 

but to Christ Himself. 

 (2) Luther takes up this topic in his Table Talks dated between 

August 7th and 24th, 1540 saying: “for the forum of the 

conscience is to be distinguished form the forum of the civil 

government.  The woman didn’t confess anything to me; she 

confessed to Christ.  If Christ keeps it hidden, I should conceal it 

and simply deny that I heard anything…If I were summoned to 

appear in this case I would deny it again, for I’m not the person 

who should speak, testify, etc., in the political forum but in the 

forum of conscience.  Therefore I would say, ‘I, Martin Luther, 

don’t know anything at all about whether she was absolved.  
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Christ knows, for He’s the one to whom she spoke, to whom she 

confided something or didn’t, who (as he certainly knows) 

absolved her or didn’t.  I know nothing about it because I don’t 

hear confession; it’s Christ who does.’”
14

  

 D. A clean conscience is enlightened by faith in Christ and cannot lie. 

 1. Paul says: I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my 

conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit (Romans 9:1) 

 E. The Holy Spirit strengthens and cleanses the believers conscience through 

faith; while the unbelievers bad conscience is corrupt, marked with the 

stigma of Satan which is sin. 

 1. The responsibility of a conscience is acting in accordance with the mind 

of Christ.  We can never have a conscience that is too free, too personal 

or too enlightened.  Our actions should always lead us to God. 

 a) A clean conscience avoids the traps of sinful corruption, thief, 

adultery, etc., and other social vices that can affect the society. 

 b) Because the clean conscience walks freely in God’s Means of Grace. 

 The question is…is your conscience bothered by the presence of anger, 

envy, lust, and other emotions that lead to sin.  If we feed those feelings long 

enough, we become numb and our conscience forms a callous.  We become 

complacent in our lifestyle and our sins don’t cause pain anymore. 

 In our fast-changing, seemingly conscienceless society, we need to take a 

daily inventory of what enters our lives.  What we watch on TV that we didn’t 

watch years ago?  What words do we speak without flinching?  What questionable 

business practices that are now standard operating procedures?  Has it become 

easier to not speak the truth of God’s Word?  Has bitterness and doubt overrun our 

conscience? 

 As Christians we need to ask ourselves:“ Have we lost our edge; does sin 

hurt?”  We need to ask God to remind us of the price He paid for all of us.  To ask 

Him to sand away the calluses of our thinking and behavior.  Are we bitter or 

jaded?  We need to ask God to expose those areas where bitterness has covered the 

pain and shame of sin. 

                                                 
14 Luther Works, Table Talk, Vol 54, pg. 395-396 
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 As believers, we diligently strive to bring our consciences into harmony with 

God and His Word lest a carnal, dead conscience lead us into disobedience.  We 

require a cleansed conscience, a conscience of Christ rather than the conscience of 

the flesh. 

 It’s perilous to act out against the conscience.  Luther trembled in agony at 

the Diet of Worms because of the enormous moral pressure he faced.  Was He 

correct when he refused to recant of his writings at the Imperial Diet saying: 

“Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - I do not accept the 

authority of the popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other - my 

conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I will not recant anything 

for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.”    

 Luther’s graphic use of the word captive illustrates the visceral power the 

conscience can exercise on a person.  Once a believer is gripped by the voice of the 

conscience, a power is harnessed by which acts of heroic courage are a natural 

result.  A conscience captured by the Word of God is both noble and powerful. 

 This is what we often say and what Scripture bears out, namely, that while 

we are still in the flesh, we are righteous and have the Holy Spirit and the 

remission of sins, since we confess Christ, which would be impossible if the Holy 

Spirit, who glorifies Christ, were not in us.  Accordingly, he who honors Christ and 

does so with a cleansed conscience has a propitious God, (a God of promise), as 

Scripture and the words of the apostles and the Son of God Himself bears witness.  

They cannot deceive or lie. 


