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Pastor Golter 

Signature Congregations 

Paul’s Missionary Network: People, Money, Lost Souls 

One must preach about Jesus Christ…in order that people may 

come to faith…He permits us to live here in order that we may 

bring others to faith, just as He brought us.1 

A. Corinthian Church 

1. Planted by God 

a. Paul’s second missionary tour: Acts 18:1-22; Paul remained 

there 18 months.  

b. Paul hosted by Aquila and Priscilla, fellow Jews recently 

expelled from Rome by an edict of Claudius.2 Preached in 

home of Titius Justus.  

c. An aside: Aquila and Priscilla, Rome, Corinth, then in 

Ephesus (Acts 18:24 f., 18:18 – travel companions to 

Ephesus).  

d. Crispus, a leader of the nearby synagogue, was converted 

“with his entire household,” (Acts 18:8).  

2. Acts of Grace for mother church in Jerusalem 

a. “Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I 

directed the churches of Galatia…On the first day of the 

 
1 Luther’s Works 30:11.  
2 Gregory Lockwood, 1 Corinthians, p. 14. The believing Jews were accused of 
causing trouble by the speaking of “Christus,” a careless spelling of Christ. See 

Michael Middendorf, Romans 1-8, p. 10.  
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week, each of you put something aside, and store it up, as 

he may prosper…” (1 Cor. 16:1 f.). 

b. “We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 

that has been given among the churches of 

Macedonia…they gave according to their means, of their 

own accord…but gave of themselves first to the Lord and 

then by the will of God to us…so he (Titus) might 

complete this act of grace,” (2 Cor. 8:1f.). 

c. “But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in all earnestness…see that you excel in this 

act of grace also,” (2 Cor. 8:7).  

d. “Your abundance at the present time should supply their 

need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that 

there may be fairness,” (2 Cor. 8:14).  

e. “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 

one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver,” (2 Cor. 9:6-7).  

 

B. Church in Rome 

1. Support for mission to Spain: “I hope to see you in passing 

as I go to Spain, and be helped on my journey there by 

you…” Provide travel assistance.3 Food, money, letters of 

introduction, escorts to guide to Spain.  

2. Network from the Congregation 

a. Phoebe – “She has been a patron of many and of myself 

as well,” (Rom 16:2). Identified as a “servant of the church 

 
3 “Technical term for the provision made by a church for missionary support,” 
(Middendorf, p. 1522).  
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at Cenchreae,” a town eight miles east of Corinth. Harbor 

city. Whitey’s Question: Who had their hair cut at 

Cenchreae? Best to interpret “church” as assembly of 

believers gathered around W/S. She is a “patron,” that is, 

a “benefactor”. She provided “food, shelter, and most 

importantly, reception into the worshipping fellowship.”4 

Term implies she “possessed means, whether social 

position, wealth…” for the sake of the church at 

Cenchreae.  

b. Aquila and Priscilla – Tentmakers (1 Cor. 18:1-3); made 

leather tents for the Roman government and private 

citizens.5 Apparently returned to Rome and their house, 

where they hosted Divine Service! (Romans 16:5).  

What to Learn 

• God converts and employs His people – “For we are God’s 

fellow workers,” (1 Cor. 3:9; Rom. 16:3, 9, 21).  

• He takes their minds, hearts, bodies, offerings – a new 

Lord is in town, a gracious lordship! 

• He works the strategy to convert sinners, using His 

congregations, locally and globally 

• Paul was not bashful about asking for financial help for 

the sake of the Gospel.  

 

 
4 Ibid, p. 1554.  
5 https://www.theologyofwork.org/key-topics/women-workers-in-the-new-
testament/the-tentmaker-priscilla-acts-182 


