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Lesson 29 - God’s Election of Abraham 

(Genesis 12:1-9) 

May 24, 2020 - Pastor Golter 

Because of the corruption of human nature it was not possible 
for man to know God without God…God must become his 

teacher. And God teaches man what he must believe and do in 
this one way, ‘by revealing Himself to man in His Word.’ In no 

other way will man know God’s nature and will.1 

A. 12:1 -  God calls Abraham to Faith and Vocation 
1. God calls Abraham out of paganism and unbelief. His 

father and he were idolaters, per Joshua 24:2. “Then I took 
your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him 
through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring 
many. I gave him Isaac,” (Joshua 24:3).  

2. Only God calls a person to faith, a divine initiative and full 
work by the Holy Spirit. 

                                                           
1 Robert Preus, The Theology of Post-Reformation Lutheranism: A Study of 
Theological Prolegomena. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1970, p. 99. 
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a. All believers own a call to faith: “Including you who are 
called to belong to Christ Jesus,” (Romans 1:6). “Called 
to be saints,” (1 Cor. 1:2). God sends all to proclaim the 
Gospel to the unbelievers (Rom. 10:15).  

b. Within the body of believers, pastors are given a distinct call 
to shepherd God’s flock by exercising the Office of the Keys, 
to publicly preach/teach and the overseeing and giving of 
the Holy Sacraments. Jesus and the Holy Spirit called the 
Apostles (Matt. 9:9; Rom. 1:1; Eph. 4:11; 1 Cor. 12:28-29; Acts 
14:23; 20:28; Titus 1:5; etc.) 
c. Mediate and Immediate Call, a distinction by Scriptural 

command and example: Abraham, Moses, Apostles, and 
Paul, etc. as immediate calls, and then the mediate calls: 
Titus 1:5; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 2:2; Acts 14:23. Qualifications 
by the Holy Spirit for calls are given: 1 Tim. 2:1-7; Titus 1:5-
9.  

d. Abraham’s immediate call involves both, the call to 
believe and the call to preach, to be the head of the 
church. God’s call was a tremendous act of mercy. God 
owns “unsearchable riches of Christ,” (Eph. 3:8). God 
calls sinners to repentance and uses forgiven sinners to 
do His work.  

e. Interesting, Luther thinks God called Abraham 
MEDIATELY through Seth.2 

3. Faith compels Abraham, Sarah and Lot. The Holy Spirit 
binds their hearing to God’s Voice, not appraising what 
they would lose in their current homeland. Their call was 
to faith and vocation without knowing their destination. 
They were to trust the Lord; He was their certain Global 
Positioning System.  

  

                                                           
2 AE 2:249.  
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B. 12:2 – Great 
1. God says He will make from Abraham a “great nation” and 

make his “name great.” According to God, what is the 
definition of greatness?  

2. The greatness of the nation is not found in numbers but 
God-created believers. God “justifies the ungodly” (Rom. 
4:5), and makes all believers sons of Abraham. “Know this 
that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham,” 
(Gal. 3:7). Jesus preaches that “Abraham’s children” 
would “love” Him (John 8:39, 42) and “hears the words of 
God,” (John 8:47). The Pharisees were not sons of 
Abraham, even though they were in Abraham’s bloodline. 
They were children of their father, the Devil. “You are of 
your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s 
desires,” (John 8:44).  

3. Greatness then speaks of God’s Church, His glorious 
Church, including you and me. God’s driving of the verbs 
established the durability and longevity of the Church.  
 

C. 12:3 – Blessings and curses 
1. Can this be any plainer, than God’s church using Law and 

Gospel to curse and to bless? Abraham and His offspring 
God would use to speak Law (which accuses) and Gospel 
(which forgives and comforts).  

2. Only God’s Church owns the true wisdom from above, the 
mystery of the faith. “The natural person does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned,” (1 Cor. 2:14).  

3. Jesus is THE Seed (offspring) of Abraham, the One 
through whom all the nations will be blessed. The content 
of God’s preaching to Abraham is the incarnation of the 
Son. Jesus Himself and His Cross divide humanity into 
believers and unbelievers. “Whoever believes and is 
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baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned,” (Mark 16:16).  

D. 12:4-9 
1. “Seventy-five years old” – a middle-aged man God chose. 

Lot came, a comfort for Abraham and Sarah. Believer 
companionship is always helpful for the pilgrimage of 
faith.  

2. Faith need not know where the destination is, God knows. 
To unbelievers and reason, this is absolute absurdity. “Ha, 
ha, ha! You say you’re leaving to serve God. What a fool!” 
“You’re going to be a pastor/Lutheran school teacher, 
deaconess. Don’t you know that you can make far more 
money in other vocations?” 

3. “At that time the Canaanites were in the land,” (12:6). 
Abraham was a pilgrim, no place to lay his head. To the 
eye, the Canaanites lived in this place. They’re settled, 
powerful, more in number. “No problem, Abraham. I have 
said so; this is where your offspring will reside. And this is 
the place where I will take on human flesh in the womb of 
My mother.” 

4. Two times Abraham builds an altar. This is a good Old 
Testament way of saying divine worship, instruction of the 
Lord’s Word and Promises, and offerings of heart, mind, 
and life back to God. The initiative is always God’s, the 
delightful Spirit-worked response is from those who’ve 
been given to, the congregation.  

 


