
Art- Just for Fun!  
  

Mrs. Puls  



Plain paper 
Okay, let’s get creative here. 



Instead of regular paper, use: 

Junk mail 

Old receipts 

Newspapers  

Old cards 

Old cardboard boxes, broken down or flattened 

Notebook paper 



Paint! 



Coffee: 
 

Ask an adult that you trust to 

brew a STRONG pot of coffee. 

They may already have one! 

Then, use the coffee to paint a 

picture. You can add water to 

the coffee to make a lighter 

color. Don’t add milk, that will 

spoil! 

 



Leftover fruits and veggies! 
Spinach, kale, swiss chard = 

green 

Strawberry, beets, grenade, 

blueberry, raspberry = red 

Blueberry, blackberry, red 

cabbage = blue / purple 

Carrot, orange peels, yellow 

onion skins = orange 

 

MAKING THE DYE 

Ask an adult you trust to help you! 

In a small saucepan, mix 2 cups of 

water with 1 cup of each fruit or veg. 

Bring to a boil over medium heat and 

leave to simmer for about one hour. 

Turn off the heat and allow the water to 

cool to room temperature. 

Strain the juice into glass containers. 

 

 

 

***If you’d like thicker paint, mix one teaspoon of dye with approximately six tablespoons of powdered sugar. 

 



Food coloring 
You’ll need: 

Water & Liquid Food Coloring (you can use gel food coloring – but this 
requires extra stirring) 
Add the desired amount of water – the amount of liquid watercolor paint you 
want to make. 

Then to each container add a drop – or two – of food coloring. You are going 

to have to experiment a little with the colors – as food coloring differs. Make 

sure you add a drop at a time – food coloring is more powerful than you 

think!NOTE: This paint may stain clothing – because of the food coloring – so 

make sure to wear aprons when painting! 

 



Clays 



Paper clay! 
It’s clay! And paper! 



To make paper clay: 

YOU WILL NEED! 

 

shredded paper or newspaper cut 

into pieces 

large bowl 

hot water 

flour – 1 part flour to 4 parts pulp 

Salt 

a hand blender or mixer 

 

Begin by shredding all your paper.  
Then, boil some water.  
Add the shredded paper and hot water 
to a heat-safe bowl. Make sure there is 
enough water to saturate the paper.  
Allow the mixture to soak overnight.  
Pulp the paper by mixing it with a hand 
mixer.  
Squeeze out the excess water.  
Add flour --1 part flour to 4 parts pulp 

Add salt. 

Your clay is ready to be art! 

Store in an air -tight container. 

 



Cold Porcelain 
Dough 

It’s cold!  



How to make cold porcelain dough! 

From wikihow: 

To quickly make cold porcelain, combine 1 cup (125 

grams) of cornstarch, 1 cup (240 mL) of white glue, 2 Tbsp 

(30 mL) of baby oil, and 2 Tbsp (30 mL) of lemon juice. 

Microwave it at 15-second intervals, stirring between each 

one. Knead the dough for 10 to 15 minutes until it cools. 



Salt Dough! 
It is SALTY. 



How to make salt dough (with a 
trusted adult): 

Mix flour and salt together 

in a bowl. Slowly mix 

water, a few tablespoons 

at a time, into flour mixture 

until dough is smooth and 

easy to handle. Knead 

dough for 10 minutes and 

let rest for 20 minutes. 

 

Ingredients: 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

1 cup salt 

1 cup cold water 

 

Preheat oven to 250 

degrees F  

Bake for about 2 hours 

Let cool completely 



Sculpture 
materials 

You may have some at home... 







If you choose to 
use blocks or 

legos... 
Try sketching your creation! 



You can also use magazines! 

You just need to wrap 

the pages around a 

pencil and glue the 

ends. Make sure it’s a 

little loose, or you’ll 

glue your pencil into 

your magazine page 



Origami 

There’s a LOT of 

tutorials online about 

origami. 

 



Collage 
Remember, you could make a 

collage without using glue. You 
can just arrange your items on a 
paper and then snap a picture.  



For collage materials:  
Old boxes 

Old books 

Magazines 

Old holiday or birthday cards 

Newspapers 

Tinsel 

Tissue Paper 

Buttons 

Coloring Pages 

Colored Cellophane 

Confetti 

Craft foam 

Feathers 

Wire 

Flowers/Leaves 

Fancy napkins 

Wrapping paper 

Photos 

Puzzle pieces 

Sequins, stickers, glitter 

Yarn or string 



If you’d like to weave at home: 

You can use any scraps of 

yarn, string, fabric, etc.  

 

Or, try using plastic bags! 

You can cut the plastic bags 

into strips and tie them 

together. Wind them up 

when you have a long length. 

You can create all sorts of 

things.  



To create a loom using a piece of 
cardboard: 

Make sure you have a sturdy, kind of 

“hard” piece of cardboard. Probably 

nothing from a noodle or cereal box. It 

should look like this from the side: 

 

You should be able to see the layers. 



Then, to make the loom 

Cut slits every quarter-

inch at the top and bottom 

of the rectangle as shown.  

Don’t cut the dotted part, 

just the solid lines. 



To add your WARP string: 

From biglearning.org: 

Tape the end the string or yarn to the back of the loom at the 

bottom left hand corner. 

Run the yarn through the first slit at the bottom left corner, so 

it is now on the front of the card  

Bring the yarn up through the first slit at the top left corner, 

then down through the second slit at the top left. 

 

 



Adding warp string, continued 

Now bring the yarn down the front of the card through the 

second slit at the bottom left, and then back through the third 

slit. 

Continue this way until you reach the last slit. Never cross the 

back of the loom from top to bottom. 

It's OK if the cardboard curves up slightly - that will give you a 

little space to manuver under the strings as you weave.  

Now your loom is set up for weaving. 



You’re ready to weave! 



To weave: 
You may want to tape the end of your yarn to a craft/popsicle 

stick. This helps, but you don’t HAVE to.  

From biglearning.org: 

Start at the bottom of the loom. Run the craft stick under and 

over the warp strings, pulling the yarn through behind it. 

When you reach the other side, come back the other way, 

going "under" where you went "over" on the first pass. Make 

about 5 rows. Use a fork or wide-toothed comb to push the 5 

rows down, one at a time, into tight rows. Make sure the 

weaving is not so tight that it pulls the warp inward.  

 



To weave, continued: 

Change color and fabric as desired, pushing loose ends 

through to the back of the loom. 

Work as high on the loom as you want, but leave enough warp 

string at the top to cut it and tie it in a knot. 

When you finish, remove the weaving from the loom. Cut the 

loops at the top and knot them tightly to hold on the last row. 

Cut loose strings short. 

 



You can also make circle looms 

You can do this using cardboard or a thick paper plate: 



To add warp string to your circle loom: 

From instructables.com 

1. Use a pencil to mark off every inch around the circle. There should be an odd number of 

markings. The odd number is essential for the alternating nature of weaving. If you have an even 

amount, try to either erase one mark or add another one. If necessary, adjust the spacing so that 

they are somewhat equal in spacing. These measurements do not have to be exact.  

2. Cut into each pencil marking to make notches around the circle. The notches will be holding the 

yarn in place. 

 



How to add the warp to a circle 
loom: 

From Cassie Stephens: 

First step: Put the tail end of the yarn in any notch. 
There should be a short tail about the length of 
your finger in the back while the rest of the yarn 
hangs loose and free in the front. 

Next: Bring the length of yarn down dividing the 
plate in half (see photo). But, there's a catch. Be 
sure that there are 8 empty notches on the left side 
and 9 on the right. . 

 

 



continued. 

Now: (see left photo) Take the long length of 
string and have it "go to the right neighbor's 
house" meaning have your string go in the next 
notch on the right hand side. Now, this 
neighbor is super rude and it shouts, "get outta 
my house!" so the string runs all the way across 
the plate (see right photo) and makes the 
World's Smallest X.  



continued. 

Next: Rotate the plate so that the 
length of string is at the bottom.  



That story I just told about the string getting kicked out of the 
neighbor's house? It's a pattern. Which means it's gonna repeat. So, 
let's do it again! Go to the right neighbors house. Get kicked out. Go 
across the street and make the World's Smallest X. Rotate the plate. 

 
After watching this routine, the kids walk me through completing my 

plate warping by repeating this as I go: 
 

Go the neighbor. Get kicked out. Make World's Smallest X. Rotate the 
Plate. 

 

 



this gets shortened 
to: 

 
Neighbor. Out. X. 

Rotate. 
 



To weave:  

Pick one warp string to tie your weaving yarn/material to. 

Scoot that all the way to the middle. Go over, then under, then 

over, then under. This is another pattern! Keep going, making 

sure to pull the yarn tightly through the loom. Keep scooting 

your yarn towards the middle as you go.  I have an example on 

the next page.  



See that arrow? See how that piece of yarn isn’t towards the middle? You should 

make a claw with your hand and go in between the warp strings to pull it closer to 

the middle.  


