
1. I-Spy game around the house or in the neighborhood. Play a game together helping to better identify 

colors and shapes around your home or neighborhood! For example, ask your student if they can find 3 

objects that are the shape of a square, or two items that are yellow. *Additional challenge: Look through 

an I-Spy book or a Where’s Waldo Book if you have one.  

2. Use found objects (blocks, toys, magazine pages, sticks, etc.) to create images and sculptures (March 

18th Wed) Do you have recyclable materials around your home that could become a work of art? Things 

like newspapers, magazines, toilet paper rolls can be assembled with tape or glue to create something 

new and interesting. *Additional challenge: Who can make the tallest sculpture? Can you make a 

sculpture that is symmetrical, or the same on both sides?  

3. Outdoor Chalk Drawing- Chalk is used by many artists and can be used by your artist too! Go outside 

and challenge your student to use sidewalk chalk to 1. Trace a shadow 2. Draw an animal 3. Draw as 

many shapes as they can think of. 4. Write their name. *Additional challenge: Look at the work of artist 

Julian Beever 

http://www.julianbeever.net/index.php?option=com_phocagallery&view=category&id=2&I temi 

 4. Make your own clay (Adult Supervision Required)- Air dry clay recipe: 2 cups of baking soda, 1 cup 

corn starch, 1.5 cups of water. First combine the dry ingredients until well mixed. Then add water until it 

is thoroughly wet. Turn on your stove burner to a medium low heat and stir until the mixture becomes a 

ball of clay. It may take 5-10 minutes of heat and stirring to come together. Once off of the burner, 

continue stirring until it is less sticky then put clay onto a cutting board that has been dusted with 

cornstarch. Knead the clay until smooth and cool. Enjoy making! *Additional challenge: Can your student 

roll a sphere, can they roll a coil, or rope-like piece of clay? Can they use a rolling pin to roll out a slab, or 

flat piece? 

 5. Marker/foil print making- Using washable markers, draw a color filled design on a piece of aluminum 

foil. When finished, spray the foil/marker lightly with water and lay a blank piece of paper on top of the 

wet color. Rub the back to give the paper time to soak in the color. *Additional challenge: Can you try 

this method on an old hand mirror? Can you try this with an old CD or DVD? 

 6. Build a playing card castle or domino design- Do you have a set of playing cards? What about some 

dixie cups or dominos? Have your student practice their hand eye coordination by trying to carefully 

build a playing card (cup) castle or a long track of dominoes to knock over. *Additional Challenge: How 

tall of a building can you make before the cards or cups fall? How long of a domino chain can you make? 

Does the domino train have spirals or multiple arms. Look up videos of dominos for ideas of building. 

Could you make your own video time lapse or slow motion video? 

 7. Make your own puzzle out of a found picture or one you create.- Take a page out of a magazine (with 

your parents permission), a photo (again, parent permission first), or your own drawing, and draw 

puzzle piece shapes on the back side. Cut it out. Have fun putting it back together. Puzzle piece shapes 

can be as simple as squares or rectangles, or the traditional puzzle piece shape with the “interlocking” 

design. *Additional Challenge: glue two images together (back-to-back), let dry, then cut apart. Now you 

have a double sided puzzle for an extra level of difficulty! 



 8. Create a self-portrait or portrait of your family. - A portrait can include the whole person from head 

to toe, or just the face. Use any mediums you have available, such as pencil, marker, crayons, or even 

cut fabric or paper glued together. *Additional Challenge: make a portrait or self-portrait using 3D 

materials, such as play doh or found objects.  

9. Have a color sorting activity.-Using legos, found objects from a toy bin, or found objects outside, and 

place them into groups of the same color. You could even put the objects in rainbow order. * Additional 

Challenge: use a variety of sorting, such as sorting by shapes, sorting by size, sorting by textures 

(smooth, bumpy, fuzzy, etc.). You can also sort by color groups, such as only use primary (red, yellow, 

blue), warm colors (red, orange, yellow) or cool colors (green, blue, purple). Make rows of your colors 

from darkest to lightest to show variation in value.  

10. Build a Nature Sculpture. - Build sculptures out of sand, rocks, leaves, and other natural 

materials/found objects in your recycle bin, or found objects outside. Outside objects can be left 

outside, and observe how nature responds. *Additional Challenge: You can look up “nature artists,” such 

as Andy Goldsworthy, or Christo for inspiration. Artists make sculptures out of natural materials and 

then intentionally leave them outside for nature to wash or blow away.  

11. Take a texture walk. -Look for different textures, which is the way something feels to the touch and a 

different visual pattern is made from each unique texture, such as bark, sidewalk, soles of your shoes. 

Take paper and crayons along with you on your walk to create texture rubbings. Place the paper on the 

textured object, and gently rub the crayon over the paper. * Additional Challenge: use your texture 

rubbings to make a cut shape or torn paper collage. Arrange the variety of textures together into an 

image or an abstract design on paper.  

12. Draw, color, paint, collage… Use your supplies around your house, such as markers, colored pencils, 

or construction paper. Even just a pencil drawing on paper can be an interesting medium to work with. 

Can you use different pressures with your pencil? Make dark and light marks? *Additional Challenge: 

make an image with one medium (art supply) and redraw the same image on another paper with a 

different medium. How does the object look when you use only markers versus only crayons?  

13. Create a still life drawing from objects around the house. - Use markers, crayons, colored pencils, 

magazine pages, newspaper, or other materials to create a still life. A still life is a work of art depicting 

mostly inanimate subject matter, typically commonplace objects which are either natural (food, flowers, 

dead animals, plants, rocks, shells, etc.) or man-made (drinking glasses, books, vases, jewelry, coins, 

pipes, etc.). 

 14. Create a marble path painting.- Line a cookie tray with paper. Roll a marble in paint and roll it in the 

tray to create a design. *Additional Challenges: Try two or more marbles at once. Experiment with color 

scheme and color mixing. (If you don’t have marbles, try beads, toy cars, pom poms, or other items that 

may roll.)  

15. Q-tip painting “Pointillism”. Dip q-tips in paint and dot colors next to each other on paper to create 

an image. *Additional challenge: look at paintings by Georges Seurat. https://www.georgesseurat.org/ 



16. Be an author and illustrator. Create storyboards, comic strips, and/or draw your own book. 

*Additional challenge: share your story with family and friends.  

17. Cut paper mosaic. Use found paper (magazine pages, newspaper, painted or colored paper, 

construction paper, computer paper to create a mosaic design. A mosaic is a picture or pattern 

produced by arranging together small colored pieces of stone, tile, glass or paper.  

18. Abstract Art. Make abstract art focused on using a variety of colors, patterns, and designs. Abstract 

art is defined as art that does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of a visual reality but 

instead use shapes, colors, forms and marks to achieve its effect.  

19. Landscapes. Go outside and draw a landscape. A landscape is natural scenery such as mountains, 

valleys, trees, rivers, and forests, especially where the main subject is a wide view of the outside world. 

Incorporate foreground (bigger objects in the front of the picture), middleground (mid-sized objects in 

the middle) and background (smaller objects in the back of the picture).  

20. Draw a picture alphabet. Draw a picture of something that starts with each letter of the alphabet. * 

Additional Challenge: Draw a block (rectangular sides) or bubble letter and decorate it to make it look 

like each letter of the alphabet. For example, can you make the letter D shape look like a Dinosaur? Or 

the letter H shape look like a House?  

21. Music and Art.- Try to express how a song makes you feel by creating an image with markers, 

crayons, colored pencils, etc. while you listen to music. Connect color and lines to feelings. For example, 

“pink and yellow are happy colors”. * Additional Challenge: Complete this activity a second time while 

having your eyes closed. Does your art made while your eyes are closed look different than your first 

drawing? Why do you think this is? Which one do you like better?  

22. Design a futuristic vehicle.  Draw a vehicle from the future. Will it fly, have wheels, be amphibious? 

Add a scene where you would drive your vehicle. * Additional Challenge: Give your vehicle a name and 

write a description about what it can do. 

 23. Play Museum Curator/Docent. Create multiple pieces of artwork and find a way to display the work 

within your home. Be sure to give your artwork a creative title. *Additional Challenge: Take your family 

on a tour of the artwork and give an explanation of what the artwork is about. Can you dress up for your 

tour? 

 24. Practice stitching/lacing Use a hole punch or a pencil to poke holes through a paper plate or a thin 

piece of cardstock/cardboard. Then use string or shoe laces to practice types of stitching like the “whip 

stitch”=around the sides or the “back stitch” which works backwards. *Additional Challenge: Look online 

for videos about sewing and various stitches. Use material and sewing needles to actually try sewing 

with fibers.  

25. Design a New Playground Use pencil, marker, crayons, or any drawing materials to design a layout 

for a new playground. * Additional Challenge: Draw the playground from multiple views (front side view, 

left side view, bird’s eye view). 



 26. Make a Resist On paper, draw lines or color shapes with oil pastels, or with crayons (press firmly 

with crayons). You can then make a resist when you paint over top with watercolor paints. The paint will 

only stick to the paper, and not stick on top of the crayons and oil pastels. * Additional Challenge: What 

happens when you use a while oil pastel or crayon on white paper? Can you see the white drawing once 

you use paint on top? Can you use this “trick” to write a secret message to a family member?  

27. Draw the View Out Your Window -From any room in your house, what does the view look like out 

your window? Use pencil or any selected drawing materials (crayons, markers, etc.). * Additional 

Challenge: Draw a view from another window. Or, share your drawing with a family member and have 

them see if they can figure out which window you were looking out of to draw your picture.  

28. Design a Treasure Map -Using any drawing material (pencil, marker, crayon, etc.), create an 

imaginative treasure map. Would your treasure be hidden on an island? Would there be mountains and 

tunnels? Caves? Think of different natural details you can add, such as trees, rocks, etc. Don’t forget to 

add the big “X” to mark the spot of the treasure. * Additional Challenge: Make a treasure map of your 

backyard or a part of your house, and hide a “treasure” (such as a toy, or even a homemade drawing). 

Give your treasure map to a family member to have them see if they can follow the trail to your 

treasure!  

29. Art Games: With a family member play: Pictionary: Draw a picture of something and see if they can 

guess what it is. This works on scrap paper or even a dry erase board.  

30. Art Games: With a family member play: Simon Says, Draw: A fun interactive activity for kids and 

families. On one piece of paper for each artist and follow Simon, Example: Simon says “draw circles” and 

each artist draws circles, Simon says “Draw dots”, Simon says “Draw faces” Simon Says “Draw with a red 

crayon”... etc. At the end each artist will have a fun and silly drawing.  

31. Art Games: With a family member play: Blind Contour Drawing: Get a piece of paper and a pencil, 

crayon, or marker. Place the paper on a clipboard, a hard-backed book, magazine, or a cookie sheet 

could work. Place the paper and hard surface on your lap under a table so you can not see your paper 

(blind). A contour drawing is just a line drawing. Begin drawing under the table and no peeking. To make 

it extra fun, set a timer for 30 seconds or a minute. You could also have drawing ideas that you have to 

draw, example draw a lion, draw the person in front of you, draw your favorite food. For an extra 

challenge when drawing under the table on the paper don’t pick up the pencil or marker while drawing.  

32. Art Games: With a family member play: Pass the Drawing: Get a piece of paper or a dry erase board 

for each person that wants to play. Give each person a different color marker, or crayon or colored 

pencil. Set a timer (try 30 seconds at first, but might go to a minute), DRAW! Pass the drawing once the 

timer dings and keep passing until the drawing is done or until everyone has had a turn to draw on each 

paper.  

33. Visit http://www.picassohead.com/ 

 34. Visit https://www.autodraw.com/ 

http://www.picassohead.com/
https://www.autodraw.com/


 35. Explore one or more of the following virtual museum tours: ● British Museum, London 

https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/ ● Guggenheim Museum, New York 

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/solomon-r-guggenheim-museum-interior-str 

eetview/jAHfbv3JGM2KaQ?hl=en&sv_lng=-73.95902634325634&sv_lat=40.782857516 

67664&sv_h=11.371667030849917&sv_p=8.845678554584396&sv_pid=MfnUmHRyOS 

zMtY3vtYU05g&sv_z=2.4508959553797167 ● National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-gallery-of-art-washington-dc?hl=en ● Musee 

d’Orsay, Paris https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/musee-dorsay-paris?hl=en ● National 

Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Seoul https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-

museum-of-modern-and-contemporar y-art-korea?hl=en ● Pergamon Museum, Berlin 

https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/pergamon/m05tcm?hl=en ● Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/rijksmuseum/iwH5aYGoPwSf7g?hl=en&sv_ 

lng=4.885283712508563&sv_lat=52.35984312584405&sv_h=313.02323273399054&sv 

_p=2.6713939236523885&sv_pid=fOVcUXQW2wpRf33iUmxEfg&sv_z=0.43291349620 658326 ● Van 

Gogh Museum, Amsterdam https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en ● The 

J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-

museum?hl=en ● Uffizi Gallery, Florence https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/uffizi-gallery?hl=en 

● MASP, Sao Paulo https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/masp?hl=en ● National Museum of 

Anthropology, Mexico City https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-national-museum-of-

anthropology-mexico-cit y-ziko-van-dijk-wikimedia-commons/bAGSHRdlzSRcdQ?hl=en  

36. Shadow Drawing On a sunny day, place items (such as toys or a plant) near a window. Place a paper 

where the sun is making a shadow. Do this on a table, or a hard surface, such as a clipboard or book. 

Trace the shadows with pencil, crayon, or marker. Turn the paper in different directions to let the 

shadow shapes overlap. Color or paint the abstract image. Or add designs and patterns (doodles, 

zentangles) inside the abstract shadow shapes. If there isn’t great sunshine, you can use a lamp or 

flashlight. * Additional Challenge: How does the location of the lightsource change the shape and size of 

the shadow? Can you make the shadows longer than the real object? Can you do this activity outside 

with chalk on a sunny day? Trace a shadow of a family member. 

 37. Symmetrical Two-handed drawing Find two identical drawing tools, such as two pencils, or two 

crayons. Fold a piece of paper in half (either direction, “hamburger” or “hotdog”), and open again. Hold 

a drawing tool in each hand. Put your hands together in the middle of the paper, and move in opposite 

directions, like a mirror, but simultaneously.. For example, your left hand moves left away from the fold 

line, while your right hand moves right away from the fold line. Both hands move at the same speed. 

The image made should be symmetrical, meaning the same on both sides, so if it were folded again, it 

would match. * Additional Challenge: Can you make a symmetrical insect? Or a symmetrical alien? Can 

you draw a self-portrait? You are symmetrical!  

38. Crazy Hair Day On a piece of paper, using a drawing tool (marker, crayon, or sharpie) make a cartoon 

drawing of your face. Start near the bottom part of your paper. Begin by drawing a letter “U” to be the 

sides of your face and your chin. Draw eyes, nose, mouth. What would your face look like if you saw how 

crazy your hair was?! Then, begin making a few large lines from your head to the edge of your paper. 



Add lines, shapes, and patterns in between these spaces. You can do an internet search for zentangles, 

or crazy hair day for ideas, if needed. * Additional Challenge: Add color to your crazy hair with paint, 

crayons, or markers. With parent permission, take a photograph of you making a “crazy hair day” face, 

print out the photo, cut your face and shoulders out, glue onto a blank paper, and then draw in your 

crazy hair. 


