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Lesson 22 

God Remembers Noah 

Genesis 8:1-22 
 

April 5, 2020 

Pastor Golter 

A. 8:1-5 

1. God “remembered,” (8:1). The most wonderful news for 

those captive in Noah’s ark for so many months. God not only 

remembered Noah but also “the beasts of the field and all 

the livestock.” God had plans to restore His creation, as He 

had plans to bring forth His Son through Noah’s offspring.  

2. “Remember” 

a. “Remember and do not forget how you provoked the 

LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness,” (Deut. 9:7). 

b. “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of 

Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there 

with a mighty hand…” (Deut. 5:15).  
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c. God’s people are to remember by faith the very deliverance 

of God from their sin and rebellion.  

d. God “remembers” in that on account of His Son He shows 

grace and mercy, delivering sinners. In His remembrance He 

ushers sinners into Salvation History.  

3. The Lord’s Supper and Remembrance: “This is My Body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me,” (Luke 

22:19).  

a. A Twofold Remembering  

1) God shows His remembrance in action, by the giving of 

His Son’s Body and Blood to strengthen faith. The Son 

brings His fellow brothers and sisters into the very 

sanctuary of His Father, having access through Him. 

Sinners can only approach God through Christ’s blood.  

2) A one who receives Christ’s Body and Blood remember by 

faith in what is being given and promised by God. This is 

no mere historical remembering but an actual 

participation in drama of Salvation History. His saving 

flood of rescue unfolds in REAL TIME.  

4. “It was no joke or laughing manner for them to live shut up 

in the ark for so long, to see the endless masses of rain, to 

be tossed about by the waves, and to drift…There was the 

feeling that God had forgotten them…Even though they 

overcame this feeling through faith, they did not overcome 

it without great annoyance to the flesh…Though they 

overcame these hardships, they did not overcome them 

without awful affliction…Let us, then, remember that this 

story sets before us an example of faith, perseverance and 

patience, in order that those who have the divine promise 

may not only learn to believe it but may also realize that 

they need perseverance. In the New Testament Christ calls 
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on us to persevere when He says (Matt. 24:13): ‘He who 

endures to the end will be saved,”.1 
 

QUESTIONS?  
 

B. 8:6-14 

1. The ark now rests on Ararat intact, remarkable. 

2. Any sign of hope: Raven and dove. The first plan—the 

raven—failed. Or did it? Ravens are scavengers, living off of 

carcasses. Apparently the raven found meat to eat and did 

not return to the ark.  

3. Raven and doves, were these the first versions of drones?  

4. Again, one cannot even imagine what is going on inside of 

the eight people in the boat. Can you imagine the changed 

landscape? It’s not recognizable. Devastation, complete 

devastation. Talk about a new normal!  

5. God’s wrath is real, one must remember this. The devastated 

landscape, completely uninhabited, preaches the absolute 

power of God. No one can escape His wrath except through 

the one way, faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

C. 8:15-19 

1. God now speaks, this is not by accident. His words must 

empower and embolden Noah and the family. “Go out of the 

ark” are words that must be said. The ark had been their 

refuge from danger. Think how people who have self-isolated 

now for protection will not want to leave the ark of their 

home.  

2. Those protected by the Lord’s mercy would like to disengage 

from the world of evil and darkness. The church must not 

                                                           
1
 Martin Luther, American Works, Vo. 2, p. 105. 
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huddle or cower in fear. God’s Word and faith in Christ is all 

the protection a believer needs.  

3. Noah and family leave the ark and live by God’s promises and 

commands. They trust the One who “remembered” them, 

the One whose daily habit is to show mercy to sinners.  

4. The Church is no different. “Go and make disciples of all 

nations…” (Matthew 28:19) is God’s charge. The church’s 

protection is the Gospel itself, even while it’s the Gospel that 

causes hatred and contempt thrown against her.  

5. God reinstates His charge to “be fruitful and multiply,” (8:17). 

A new normal is a devastated world; the SAME normal is the 

presence and promises of God.  

 

D. 8:20-22 

1. A divine/human interaction takes place: an altar, burnt 

offerings, and Noah’s preaching to his family of God’s mercy 

and grace.  

2. Understood here is God’s instruction to Adam about proper 

worship, the preaching of His Word and sacrifice. Remember 

the first recorded dispute in Genesis 4 is over right worship 

between Cain and Abel. The Holy Spirit in Hebrews 11 says the 

difference is one of faith. Faith requires the proclamation of 

God’s Word.  

3. The burnt offering, God’s smelling of the aroma, is Moses’ 

way of saying this was a worship done by faith, grace and the 

Word of God. This is right worship. 

4. God makes a promise to never destroy with water; He also 

gives a clear description of man’s original sin.  
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