
Symbols in Revela/on 

1. Numbers: 

Number Meaning Old Testament (and other) examples

7 The divine number of 
completeness and perfec6on

• Days of crea6on 
• Clean animals Noah took into the ark 
• Lights on each lampstand in the temple 
• Job’s sons 
• Jesse’s sons 
• … and many, many more …

666 “A human number”; less than 
divine

3½ Half of seven = a small 
number

(See next entry)

A 6me, 6mes 
and half a 

6me 
= 3½ years 

= 42 months 
= 1,260 days 

= a short 6me

A restricted or shortened 
period of 6me

• The period of 6me in Daniel’s visions when God’s 
people would suffer at the hands of God’s enemies 
(Daniel 12)

10 A round number; a complete 
number

• Commandments 
• Righteous men Abraham hoped to find in Sodom 
• Male and female donkeys laden with provisions 

Joseph sent to his father from Egypt 
• Curtains used to make the tabernacle 
• … and many, many more …

12 The number of God’s people • Tribes of Israel

24 The number of God’s old 
covenant and new covenant 
people combined

• Twelve tribes 
• Twelve apostles 
• (See Revela6on 21:12, 14)

1,000 A big number • Genera6ons to which God will remain faithful 
(Exodus 20:6) 

• Men from each tribe Moses sent into ba\le 
(Numbers 31) 

• Moses’ prayer for Israel: “May the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, increase you a thousand times and 
bless you as he has promised!” (Deuteronomy 1:11) 

• … and many, many more …

12,000 A large number of God’s 
people

• The total army Moses sent into battle (Numbers 31)

144,000 The sum total of all God’s 
people; not one missing

• This number is John’s own inven6on, by combining 
two well-known Biblical numbers: 12 x 12 x 1,000

10,000 Hyperbole; a number that’s 
too big to imagine

• “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of 
thousands!” (1 Samuel 18:7) 

• 10,000 was the largest number class for which 
people in ancient 6mes had a name (“myriad”)



2. Colours: 

3. People/characters: 

4. Things/places: 

White Victory, conquest (Revela6on 6:2)

Red War (Revela6on 6:4)

Black Famine (Revela6on 6:5-6)

Pale Death (Revela6on 6:8)

Symbol Meaning Cross-references

The Lamb Jesus Christ, crucified and risen Isaiah 53:7; John 1:29

The four Living creatures Representa6ves of the crea6on Ezekiel 1

The twenty-four Elders Representa6ves of God’s people Exodus 3:16-18, etc.

The saints God’s people who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ Romans 1:7; 
1 Corinthians 6:11, etc.

The woman Faithful Israel Genesis 37:9-10; 
Isaiah 26:17-19

The dragon Satan, the devil Revela6on 12:9

The beast from the sea 
= “The beast”

Human governments; powers that persecute 
believers with the sword

Daniel 7:1-8

The beast from the earth 
= “The false prophet”

Human religions; powers that persecute 
believers through social and economic 
exclusion

Exodus 7:11-12, 22; 1 Kings 
18:36-39; Daniel 3:1-6; 
Mark 13:21-22

The pros6tute 
(= Babylon)

The world opposed to God and his people, 
with a par6cular stress on persecu6on

Isaiah 23:3, 16-18

The bride God’s people Isaiah 62:5; Jeremiah 2:1-3

Symbol Meaning Cross-references

The scroll in God’s hand His plans for the world Isaiah 29:11-18

The scroll in the angel’s 
hand

The gospel message Ezekiel 2:9-3:11

Altar, Temple God’s presence Psalm 84

Mark, seal A visible sign of ownership Exodus 12:7, 13; Ezekiel 9:4

Horn Power, strength Psalm 18:2; 89:24, etc.



Armageddon 
(Literally, “Har-mageddon” = 
“The mountain of 
Megiddo”)

A mountain fortress in Israel above the site 
of several significant Old Testament ba\les; a 
place of catastrophic ba\le

2 Kings 23:29

Babylon The arrogant, powerful, self-sufficient world 
that is opposed to God and his people

Psalm 137; Isaiah 13, etc.

Jerusalem God’s people Psalm 125:2; Isaiah 52:9, 
etc.

White robes The clothes of victory

Fine, clean linen clothes Righteousness Isaiah 61:10

The second death Eternal punishment Daniel 12:1-2

The Lamb’s book of life The register of all who belong to Christ 
through faith

Daniel 12:1

Jasper, sapphire, 
chalcedony, emerald, etc.

Similar to the 12 stones sewn into the 
breastpiece of the priests’ clothes; holiness/
belonging to God

Exodus 28:17-20


