
Pastor’s Reflection:  Hebrews 1:1-2:4 Don’t Ignore God’s Last Word 

Some famous last words are pretty funny but they’re not really important for 
us eg. John Sedgewick, Union Army General during the American Civil war 
said, “They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance”, right before he was 
shot in the head by confederate soldiers. I guess his men took notice of his 
last words but the take home message for them was, “Ignore them if you 
want to save your life!” Not so with God’s last word. We ignore the message 
of the Son at our great peril. 


The letter to the Hebrews was written to Hebrew readers ie Jews who were 
drifting away from the great salvation message they had heard in God’s son 
Jesus. In the beginning they had received that message with great joy and 
suffered incredibly, no doubt from their families and countrymen because 
they had abandoned their “family religion” ( Judaism) and become followers 
of Jesus (Heb 10:32-35). But now they had stopped growing and maturing in 
their faith (5:11-14) and were in danger of turning away again from the living 
God in unbelief (3:12) and turning back to Judaism - back to the prophets, 
back to the law of Moses. Hebrews is written to tell them and us not to 
shrink back and be destroyed but to hold on and be rewarded. It does this 
by showing that the Old Testament is but a shadow, the reality is found in the 
Son - Jesus. 


The opening verse of Hebrews contrasts God’s piecemeal Old Testament 
word spoken long ago by the prophets to the Fathers with his singular or 
definitive New Testament word spoken to us by his Son in this “last of days”. 
The writer’s point is Jesus - the Son is God’s last word. He is God’s fullest 
revelation. Jesus has done everything needed to forgive our sins and secure 
our eternal salvation in the world to come. If we ignore the Son, we have 
nowhere left to go. The writer tells us seven characteristics of the Son which 
qualify him to be our only sufficient saviour. He is 1. Heir of all things 2. The 
instrument of creation 3. The radiation of God’s glory 4. The exact 
representation of God’s being 5. He sustains all things with his powerful 
word 6. He provided purification for our sins and 7. He sat down at the right 
hand of God, inheriting a name that is above all others, including the angels. 


For those of us who have bowed the knee to this Supreme Son we cannot 
help but be amazed at his beauty… he is God become man for our 
forgiveness. He has secured our eternal inheritance in the heavens through 
his resurrection and session. Who wouldn’t want to bow the knee to this 
Superior Son right? But to those who have elevated other prophets above 
their pay-grade, to those who given far too much honour to their popes and 
saints, to those who advocate a pluralism of religions, a pluralism of truths… 
Christ’s singularity is offensive. And there is hell to pay for converts to him. 
Persecution is one very real danger that leads Christians to drift away from 



their original confession. How can we resist the fear of man? By fearing and  
treasuring the superiority of the Son even more.  


The definitive event securing the Son’s superiority over all things is when he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (1:4). The writer says it 
was then that he became greater than the angels. It was then that he 
inherited the name above all other names. Not that the Son was once not. 
He is always equal to the Father, but he had to humble himself for a time,  
take up our flesh and blood so that he could make purification for our sins. 
Only after that, could he take up his rightful position on God’s throne and 
begin the reign that was appointed to him. With this appointment comes a 
name, an authority that is much greater than even the heavenly beings 
known as angels. The writer demonstrates this superiority by quoting the OT 
seven times, beginning with Psalm 2:7 and ending with Psalm 110:1 (with 2 
Sam 7:14; Deut 32:43; Ps 104:4, Ps 45:6-7; Ps 102:25-27 in between). These 
quotes show the deity of Christ and the servitude of the angels. But the big 
question is, “Why does the writer want to prove the superiority of the Son 
over and above angels?”


Everything becomes clear in the beginning of chapter two. Because if the 
word spoken through angels was binding (the Jews believed that God gave 
the mosaic law to his people through angels (see Acts 7:53), then how much 
more binding is God’s last word spoken through the Son? If everyone who 
disobeyed the mosaic law was duly punished, imagine ignoring the great 
salvation that Jesus brings? If we do that we damn ourselves to an eternity 
in hell.   


“Therefore, we must pay the most careful attention to the what we have 
heard so we don’t drift away (2:1),” writes the author. Drifting is often 
imperceptible. Like being in a fishing boat. You are so concentrated on 
catching that fish that before you know it, your dinghy has drifted out into the  
wide and more dangerous sea. This is the danger of professional careers, 
and money-making. It’s the temptation to date a non-Christian or renovate 
your home. It’s the sacrificing of the priorities of Jesus - “just for a time,” we 
say to ourselves. But at the end of that time our hearts have grown cold 
toward him and we have lost our stamina and motivation to persevere 
through the hard times because we value Jesus more than anything else. 

 
How do we stop the drift? By paying the most careful attention to the word 
we have heard. It’s not rocket science but it does require the patient 
investment of time and the constant maturing of our minds. Here’s six ways 
to help you hold on to God’s last word 1. Read the Bible daily 2. Read the 
Bible with Jesus at the centre not ourselves 3. Teach the word - either at kids 
church or teach SRE in schools or simply teach your kids about him… 
teaching is a great way to learn 4. Ask God daily in prayer for the help to 



resist temptation 5. Put Jesus’ words into practice and 6. Go to church, go 
to Bible Study each week, we should be encouraging our brothers and 
sisters daily to persevere in their faith in the Son. And remember Jesus 
knows our weaknesses and our temptations. He suffered too when he was 
tempted. He is able to help us in our need. He is the suffering servant and 
the Superior Son. Draw near to him. Fix your eyes on him. He will get you 
there. 

      

For reflection:    


15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so 
that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to 
have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Colossians 1:15-20 NIV 


