
Pastor’s Reflection: Should We Remember? - Ephesians 2:11-22 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them. (13–16)

3rd Stanza “For the Fallen” by Laurence Binyon, otherwise known as the “Ode of Remembrance.”

I don’t want to be disrespectful but why should we remember them? I 
don’t know anyone personally who fought in the first World War. It seems 
so long ago and almost irrelevant. It’s the coronavirus we need to be 
fighting now. But even that seems distant. Nobody in my family or 
friendship circles has got it yet. 
Paul writes to the Ephesian Christians who were mainly Gentiles (non-
Jews). “Remember who you were before the war,” he says (Eph 
2:11-12). “And remember who sacrificed himself to bring you peace 
(2:13-18) so that you might know who you are now - who to thank and 
who to serve (2:19-22). Paul knew why we remember our war heroes. It 
keeps us humble in the present, thankful to our rescuers and rightly 
motivated to live the new life of peace that they won for us. But Paul’s 
not talking about World War 1. He’s talking about an even more serious 
war with even greater consequences - a war against God’s people, in 
fact a war against God himself. So let’s remember with Paul who we 
were, who brought us peace and who we Gentile (and Jewish) 
Christians are now.   
“You Gentiles,” says Paul, “you were separated from God’s people - the 
Jews.” They were foreigners and strangers (2:19). Many of us here at 
Yagoona Anglican - Church for all nations - know all about being 
foreigners and strangers in this “promised land” of Australia. You fled for 
your lives from your own countries, you spent months, maybe years, in 
detention centres here before being released into a community of hostile 
people, who constantly tell you to go back to your own country. Before 
Christ, Gentiles were excluded from citizenship in Israel by the Mosaic 
law. This led to great hostility between them and the Jews. But even 
more than that, writes Paul, they were excluded from God himself. 
Hendrikson summarises verse 12 with five words - Christ-less, State-
less, Friend-less, Hope-less and God-less (William Hendrikson’s 
Exposition of Ephesians p. 129) There was no hope in the world for 
Gentiles,  nothing except war with the Jews and war with their just 
creator for their sins. And we all know who’s going to win that war.  
And that’s the same situation now for anyone who is “outside of Christ”… 
whether Gentile or Jew. Maybe that’s you. That was me and everyone at 



one time. As John Calvin, the reformer writes, “…as long as Christ 
remains outside of us, and we are separated from him all that he has 
suffered and done for the salvation of the human race remains useless 
and of no value for us.”   Thank God he sent us a saviour, a peace child. 1

Just like the peace child of the Sawi savages in Irian Jaya, the western 
part of New Guinea,  Jesus makes peace between Jew and Gentile. But 2

more than that he is our peace child - peace between God and 
rebellious humanity. By his blood ie through his death on the cross, 
Jesus abolishes the mosaic law which separated Gentiles from Jews 
(2.15). The purpose of abolishing the law was so he could make one 
new mankind - Jew and Gentile and then reconcile that one new body to 
God through the cross (2:14-17) The sum of Jesus sacrifice is that Jew 
and Gentile have peace with God. Paul writes, “For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit (2:18 NIV).” 
So what does this mean for both Jew and Gentile now? Why should we 
remember? The long and short of it is… we remember who we were and 
we remember our Saviour so we know who we are now. So we know 
how to live now… as one new humanity. Paul writes that we Gentiles are 
no longer foreigners but family… God’s family (2:19) Through Christ’s 
death we have moved from alienation to acceptance, full acceptance in 
God’s household. 
What does this household look like now? Amazing! Glorious! in 
comparison to what it was. And still being built. Paul describes the new 
temple. It’s the church - the people, not the building. It’s made up of 
Jews and Gentiles, all those who receive Jesus’ peace (John 14:27). 
This new temple has as its foundation the Bible, the New Testament and 
the Old (‘the apostles and prophets Eph 2:20) and it’s cornerstone is our 
Lord Jesus (2:20). He joins the building together and sets its direction, 
which is holiness (2:21). It’s in him that the church becomes a dwelling 
place for God. In other words… you take away the foundation, you 
remove the cornerstone, the whole building collapses. On the other 
hand, if we read the Scriptures regularly and keep the cornerstone of 
Christ at the centre of all we think and do as a church then we should be 
growing into a household in which God loves to dwell by his Spirit.
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This week take some time to remember who you were and who brought 
you peace so that you know who you are now and how you ought to live 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Perhaps you and I need to make 
some changes in light of the past. Maybe we need to do business with 
God… receiving his peace child. Maybe we need to swallow our pride 
and ask for forgiveness from one of our brothers or sisters. Maybe we 
need to join a Bible Study Growth Group, encouraging our church family 
to adore Christ as the cornerstone, to build his body, to accept anyone 
and everyone whom he brings to himself and sending one another into 
the world with this amazing message of peace. Whatever changes we 
need to make, just remember this is why he died, so that we might live 
as God’s new family. Lest we forget! Lest we forget!
For reflection: 
10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, 
flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good 
things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive 
groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be 
careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery. 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12 NIV  

   

      
 


