
John 18:28-19:16 Reflection 

 

Here’s a picture of a famous Sydney beach. Bondi beach!  

Don’t you wish we were outside at Bondi right now? Enjoying the sun. Enjoying the fresh air! Instead 

of stuck inside? 

You probably know why the beach is completely empty. If we go back even 4 weeks ago, the beach 

would have been completely filled with people! But because many people were ignoring calls for 

social distancing, the beach had to be closed. The crazy thing was that people still tried to go to the 

beach.  

Even though these people knew the warnings, they ignored them. They did whatever they wanted to 

do. They avoided the truth by ignoring government instructions. They changed the truth, thinking 

that they were young and healthy and wouldn’t be affected. Yet we know soon afterwards there was 

group of backpackers in Bondi who all caught the disease. 

Our story today is about people who also avoid the truth and some who even change the truth.  

The Jews wanted to kill Jesus because they were jealous that everyone was following him. They were 

also afraid that the Romans would take away their position and power. They did and said whatever it 

took to make sure that Jesus was put to death. 

Three times Pilate declares ‘I find no guilt in him’. We see this in 18:38, 19:4 and 19:6.  But the Jews 

refuse to listen to Pilate’s repeated claim that Jesus is innocent. 

They chose to release Barabbas a robber instead of Jesus. Barabbas is what we would call a terrorist.  

The Jews knew that Jesus was innocent, but they cried out. Crucify him. Crucify him. Crucifixion was 

the most shameful of deaths. It was reserved for those who had committed the worst of crimes.  



The Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy, claiming he made himself the Son of God. The Jews were 

hypocrites saying in 19:15 ‘we have no king but Caesar’. They valued their position and power over 

everything the Scriptures were pointing towards in Jesus. 

The Jews changed the truth about Jesus to suit their own needs. This was their false truth.  

Pilate was the governor, Caesar’s representative. He appears to have authority but as we see him 

continue to move back and forth, we realise that Pilate doesn’t really have any authority. Even 

though he’s found Jesus not guilty 3 times. He’s unable to release him. Nothing he can do is enough 

to stop the demands of the Jews. 

19:11 shows that Pilate only has authority because it was given to him by God. God is sovereign. He 

is the one in control and so it was all part of God’s plan for Jesus to be delivered over. This is a great 

reminder that our God is in control of every situation. 

At the end of the day, even though Pilate wanted to release Jesus, he avoids the truth. 19:16 ‘So he 

delivered him over to be crucified. So they took Jesus’. 

Pilate didn’t care about the truth. He avoided the truth. 18:38 shows him asking ‘what is truth?’ For 

Pilate, it was getting the Jews off his back and keeping his place as governor secure. This was his 

false truth. 

What do people around us think about Jesus? 

Some avoid the truth. Some may say that Jesus was a good man. That we can learn our morals from 

him. Some may say that he’s not relevant anymore.  

Most people would rather create their own worldview, that fits in with the way they want to do life, 

than listen to the truth. 

Other people change the truth. You may have heard it said that the best lie is only one step removed 

from the truth. It looks for all appearances to be the truth. But it has been changed ever so slightly 

to lead people away from the truth. The Jews seemed to be all about following God, reading the 

Scriptures, being obedient to the law. But they didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah. They 

couldn’t see that Jesus was the king.  

This is why it’s so important to keep testing everything we hear against the Scriptures. 

But some in our world may not even know the truth about Jesus. 

I think the past few months has shown us that our society really needs to know the truth. If we 

rewind to 2019, before corona virus, before the floods, before the bushfires, back to happier times. 

Most people would have been happy with their lives. Happy that they were in control. They didn’t 

need God.  

But as each of these crises have struck, we’ve seen a humanity who needs to know the truth. 

As we look closer at what Jesus says in this story we’ll discover the truth. When we come to Jesus we 

can see that he is the king. 

18:36 tells us that Jesus is a king, but not from this world. He is the king over the whole world.  

But why would he let himself be delivered over to the Jews? 



Look at v37. Jesus says ‘for this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come to the world – 

to bear witness to the truth.’ Jesus the king came to this world to be delivered over. He did this to 

show us the truth.  

The Bible tells us that Jesus had to be delivered over to be crucified so that we could be in 

relationship with God again. Jesus came show us the reality of the situation. That we were all stuck 

in sin and needed to know the truth about God. 

V37 finishes with some really important words for us. ‘Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice.’  

I hope that this story has helped you to answer the question of ‘what is truth’. This story is not just 

about an innocent victim suffering. There’s more to the story than that. When you come to Jesus 

you will see that he is the king. If you know the truth you will see who Jesus is. Jesus is the king who 

was delivered over for us.  

Will you listen to his voice? Or will you avoid the truth or even change the truth to suit how you 

want to live? Do you care about the truth? 

- Simon Tsang 
 


