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OUR MISSION 
Our mission is to prepare people for Christ's return, to the glory of God.   

 

We do this by: 

ADORING CHRIST AS LORD 
We adore Christ as our Lord, worshiping Him as we place our whole life under His rule.  

 

BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST 
We build the body of Christ, speaking the truth in love so that we might all grow to be like 
Christ, our head. 

 

WELCOMING THOSE CHRIST BRINGS TO HIMSELF 
We joyfully welcome people from all nations whom Christ is bringing to Himself, removing 
any divisions, and accepting one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

SENDING BELIEVERS INTO THE WORLD 
We send believers into the world as ambassadors & servants of Christ, spreading the life-
giving message of Jesus & practically showing love to others. 
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Acting Rector’s Report 
As I reflect on the time I’ve been acting rector at Yagoona and Condell Park Anglican 
Church (since September 2022) there have been some significant changes, not just in my 
personal life, but also in the life of the church. 

In my own personal life, I had come back from Vietnam in January 2022, and had started 
a Vietnamese Speaking church plant in Cabramatta at 3pm (which I’m still pastoring) 
and was planning to start another Vietnamese speaking church plant. But right then, 
Bishop Peter Lin called me and asked if I would be able to become acting rector at 
Yagoona, which I accepted. 

The church itself had been going through some significant changes even before I started. 
The country had just recently come out of covid restrictions and churches were able to 
physically meet again. However, it was still a transition time and some people were still 
afraid of covid and didn’t feel that it was safe to physically go to church. I remember my 
first visit to Yagoona and Condell Park Anglican church, most people were still wearing 
face masks. And of-course, the other major change in the church was Ray Vassallo 
retiring which changed a lot of things, one being Kingsley taking more responsibilities. 

When I first started at Yagoona and Condell Park, one of the questions that I asked the 
wardens was, “Do you want me to just keep things going, make no changes until the 
nominators find a new rector, or do you want me to suggest ideas and do something so 
that the church keeps growing?” And the reply was a united “suggest ideas and do 
something so that the church keeps growing”. This was great to hear. The response from 
the wardens clearly tells me that they are godly men and woman who love God, wants 
to see God’s name be known to All Nations. 

From thence, the church had some more changes. Marty Robinson the part time youth 
minister was called and sent to serve at another church. We then needed another youth 
minister. I suggested to the wardens and parish council to employ someone for four days 
to look after the youths and young adults in our church and also to grow that ministry and 
reach more youths and young adults. Hence we now have Nam working with us four days 
a week. 

With the agreement of the wardens and parish council, I also suggested that we start a 
new Vietnamese speaking congregation at 9.30am to meet in the small hall at the back 
at the same time as the English service. The aim was to reach more Vietnamese people 
and also to grow the English congregation. The Vietnamese congregation may have 
friends and family that they can invite to come to either the Vietnamese congregation or 
the English congregation and the kids that come would join kids’ church. Currently, Pastor 
Chanh, his wife Cuc and two core members Linh and Bich, are helping with this church 
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plant. There are about 10-12 people attending the Vietnamese service and a couple with 
a child joining the English service and two kids joining kids’ church. 

And the latest significant change is the Condell Park English (children of the Vietnamese 
church that meets at Condell Park) have joined Yagoona and Condell Park Anglican 
Church. There are currently 20+ high schoolers, uni students and young workers who 
attend this congregation at Condell Park Community Hall at 11am. Nam is overseeing this 
congregation. 

I think change is part of life, part of living. There have been significant changes in our 
church which have affected us all. And there will likely be more changes to come. I pray 
that we will continue to trust God with whatever comes and continue to be united and 
faithful in our service to Him and see the nations in our area come to know Him. 

I would like to mention a few things that I found encouraging in the time I’ve been here. It 
is really encouraging to see the number of people involved in serving in all the various 
ministries in our church. From morning tea, music, tech team, cleaning, welcoming, ESL, 
mobile pantry, transport, Lord’s Supper, growth groups, kids church, bible reading, service 
leading, prayer leading, kids talks, leading youth group, and … (I hope I haven’t forgotten 
anything)… It’s really great that so many people are involved in so many things.  

I’ve recently been having a growth group at my place and it’s great that Kingsley, 
Veronica, Sam, Tim, Sophie and others have been looking after the kids as we meet. 

And I must mention the coffee group that meets 
at Bass Hill every Wednesday morning. The older 
and wiser godly men and women are just lovely 
and so encouraging to be with. 

And lastly, I would like to thank Kingsley, the 
wardens, the parish council members, and the 
church for the warm welcome I have received. It 
has and continues to be a great joy to be here. 

 

Rev Cam Phong Huynh 
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Wardens’ Report for 2022 
We are reminded that by God’s grace, and for his glory, we were able to overcome the 
challenges that 2022 presented us with. We are immensely thankful to our staff team, 
Cam, Kingsley, and Nam, and their families, and the many volunteers in our church for the 
huge efforts they put in connecting and encouraging new members of our church. 

Our church is a place where everyone is welcome, and we strive to create a welcoming 
and inclusive environment where people from all walks of life can come together to 
worship, learn, and grow in their faith. We believe that together we can build a strong 
and supportive community that will help us all to become closer to God. 

This year past we saw the groundwork for the planning of two new congregations; the 
joining of the young adult and youth congregation in Condell Park and the creation of a 
new Vietnamese language service. On behalf of the entire Yagoona congregation, I 
would like to extend a warm welcome to each and every one of you. We are so glad 
that you have decided to become a part of our community, and we look forward to 
getting to know you better and join with you to play our part in spreading the good news 
about Jesus. 

We encourage you to get involved in the various ministries, programs, and activities that 
our church has to offer. We are confident that you will find a place where you can use 
your unique talents and gifts to make a positive difference in the lives of those around 
you. 

Once again, welcome to our church group. We are excited to have you here and look 
forward to the journey ahead. 

Changes to Staff  
We thank God for blessing us with our pastors, workers and their families who are faithful 
servants teaching us and encouraging us in the gospel truth and encouraging us to 
“Adore Christ and to prepare people for Christ’s return to the Glory of God” in what has 
again been a very difficult year with the continuing COVID Pandemic. 

Ray Vassallo retired in 2022. We are very thankful for the many years of service to our 
parish and our community that he and Jenny provided. We also saw Martin Robinson 
take on a new role with Hope Anglican. We are ever thankful for the work that Martin had 
done to create and support our youth and for the many hours of behind-the-scenes work 
Emma also did to help us with website and communications. 

In September 2022, Cam Phong joined us as the acting Rector, leading us in the time of 
transition. Thank you, Cam, for your willingness to serve and guide our community is truly 
appreciated, and we are grateful and delighted to have you as part of our team. 
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Thank you to Kingsley Box and his continued leadership through this time of transition, for 
taking on responsibilities and increased workload during Ray’s long service leave and as 
Cam came up to speed.  

Nam Doan joined us in January 2023 to take on a newly created Youth and Young Adult 
pastor role looking after both the Youth of our parish and taking responsibility for the new 
Condell Park congregation. 

Cam, Kingsley and Nam, as you step into your new positions, we are excited to see the 
passion, dedication, and vision that you bring. Your leadership inspires us all to grow and 
thrive, both as individuals and as a community. 

We are grateful for your commitment to our parish, and we look forward to working 
alongside you to serve our community and spread God's love. Once again, thank you for 
accepting this important responsibility and for all that you do. 

Could I urge everyone to continue to support our ministry team in prayer, getting involved 
with great things they have planned for our church family & local community and with 
practical care & hospitality. 

Thank you to our volunteers. 
We would like to express our gratitude to all the church members and volunteers who 
make it possible for weekly church services and activities to happen. 

Church leaders play an important role in guiding and providing direction to the 
congregation, but it is the tireless efforts of the members and volunteers that make the 
church a thriving and welcoming community. 

From setting up each week, to leading the music and preparing morning tea, to greeting 
visitors and assisting with children's programs, to leading growth groups, ground 
maintenance and to cleaning up. Every aspect of the church's weekly events is made 
possible by the hard work and dedication of its members and volunteers. 

Your commitment to service and love for the community is truly inspiring. Without your 
selfless contributions, the church would not be able to carry out its mission to prepare 
people for Christ's return. 

So, to all the church members and volunteers who make it possible for each week to 
happen, thank you for your unwavering dedication, your tireless efforts, and your 
steadfast commitment. Your contributions do not go unnoticed, and they are deeply 
appreciated by all. 

Jennifer Moore, Bill Whyte, and Ian Krieger 
Parish Wardens 
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Kids and Families Ministries 
Ministry Review:  
The aim of our kid’s ministries is to win children from every nation to Christ and to mature 
them as his servants through prayer, clear age-appropriate Bible teaching and Christian 
care. Sundays is our flagship day. As families are the key disciplers of their children, we 
involve the kids in the beginning of adult church with a kids talk and song. Then we take 
the children to Kid’s Church, separating them into two groups this year – Infants to grade 2 
and grades 3-6. The Kids talks and the Kids Church curriculum follow the sermon series as 
much as possible, so that parents and children can discuss the same passage on the way 
home and apply it together.   

As well as Kids Church we have provided kids talks, activity packs during holidays, a Kids 
Church Picnic, family growth group during the week, a fantastic Holiday Kids Club in July, 
training meetings for leaders and junior leaders, children were involved in the Christmas 
BBQ and carols with instruments, a drama and much more.   

Praise points:  
Praise God for the backbone of the kid’s ministries the leaders and junior leaders 

• Preschool-2nd grade: Margaret, Jenny Moore,  
• Veronica, Bonnie, Sooz, Maureen and Tim 
• 3-6: Veronica, David Wright Smith, Sam, Esther, Maisy 

We thank God for Megan (who spent most of her life investing in children and young 
people and encouraging them to trust Jesus… we miss her a lot), Jenny Vassallo, Marty 
and Emma, Fiona Retondano, Charmaine (who filled in for Megan most of last year). 
These people have moved on or are unable to continue. Praise God for the hard work, 
the flexibility and the resilience of these leaders and junior leaders. They work hard in 
preparation and teaching the children every week. They are also always willing to step in 
and cover for each other. They are a joy to lead and bring glory to Jesus in their service of 
him.  

Thank God too for the children who come and learn each week. Thank him for their 
parents, who bring them. Praise him that even when they don’t have many children their 
age learning beside them, they are willing to come, learn and serve other children. 

 Praise God for a fantastic July Holiday Kids Club – Circusmania. We had between 90-100 
children enrolled over the three days (we also had a surprising number of pre-school 
children come with their parents, which led to new challenges and more possibilities to 
minister to families). The highlights were the wonderful privilege of teaching the gospel of 
grace to so many children, the drama group, the enthusiastic involvement of our junior 
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leaders in the club and the wonderful unity of the team. The club strengthened 
relationships between the various churches in our parish and led to older brothers and 
sisters coming to our youth group in the second half of the year 

.  

Prayer points:  
Kids Church and Kids Leaders: Our numbers of children who regularly attend are still 
fragile. This is why we have combined Preschool and K-2 this term, so that the children 
have other children to learn and play with.  

• Preschool-2: Two to four children might come. 
• 3-6:  Between 5 and 11 children have been coming.  

Pray that parents will see the importance of bringing their children each week to learn 
about Jesus and to make good friends. We are thankful that we are able to provide kids 
church for the new Vietnamese churches that have started at Yagoona and Condell 
Park. Pray that more children from these churches will come.  

Leaders: Pray for God to provide more leaders and junior leaders to teach our children 
about Jesus. There are a couple of junior leaders ready to be trained. We also need a few 
more main leaders to step up, so that our current ones are not exhausted. Pray and think 
if you could take up this vital ministry and please talk to Kingsley about this.  

Plans for 2023 – We plan to continue praying, teaching the truths of the Bible clearly, in an 
age-appropriate way and encouraging the children to put their trust in Jesus. Pray that 
God would see fit to: 
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• grow Kids Church – children are regular, putting their trust in Jesus, maturing, and that 
more children would come.   

• Encourage parents to disciple their children at home. 
• help us recruit and train new leaders and junior leaders - faithful, available, teachable 

to pass on God’s word to this age group. 
• bring more families to the family growth group (Tues, 6pm, Condell Park), where 

children can bond and hear more about Jesus.  
• give us wisdom as to what events we have the capacity to run this year e.g. Holiday 

Kids Club 
• bring children to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus through our efforts and give 

them perseverance in that faith until the end of their lives.   

Great stories of God’s work in the lives of families:  
Isn’t it wonderful how God is keeping the doors open to preaching the gospel of Jesus in 
local schools through SRE. He has also brought children from the schools into our church 
through the relationships that kids make with their protestant SRE teacher and through 
invitations to our Easter and Christmas events. One family came to our Christmas event 
because the children compelled their parents to come. It has been encouraging to see 
that family and others, who apart from SRE are not in regular contact with God’s word 
and God’s people, start to come to church. They are hearing about Jesus and growing in 
their understanding of him and what it means to follow him. Praise God.   
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What a joy it was to have our first family camp for three years, last May. It was also a 
wonderful surprise to have at least two new-ish families to our church sign up and come 
along. Despite being outside of their comfort 
zones, these parents and their children were well 
cared for by the church body and our children 
and really enjoyed their time amongst us. Praise 
God our youth and children are looking out for 
other people and trying to make them feel 
welcome. Please pray for these families, who have 
since moved away or stopped coming to church, 
that we can help them find another church to be 
a part of or encourage them to keep finding out 
more about Jesus with us.  

Kingsley Box 
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Youth & Young Adults Ministry  
Since the beginning of February 2023, Collab Youth Group has started for Term 1.  Ministry 
to youth, teens and high-schoolers are a vital part of what we do at Yagoona and 
Condell Park because we believe in seeing many young people won to Christ.  And this 
age group is incredibly significant because statistics have shown that many people come 
to faith in their teen years.  As young people are asking questions about life, belonging, 
identity, purpose and direction, this is where the gospel answers those questions for them.  
And at Collab Youth group, this is what we aim to do – we want to create a safe place for 
young people to explore and ask these questions and to see how they can find all they’re 
looking for in Jesus. 

Collab Youth Group now meets every Friday night of school term at The Condell Park 
Anglican Church (195 Edgar Street Condell Park) starting at 6:45pm and ending at 
8:45pm.  Each night, we begin with a few games, and then we have either a short Bible 
talk followed by group discussion or just group discussions based on a Bible passage.  For 
Term 1, we are studying the Book of Daniel.  One of the major themes of Daniel is living as 
an exile in a foreign land, what we have titled, “On the fringes”.  How do we live as God’s 
people in an anti-god world?  This is the question we explore in our Daniel series this term.  
Each week, we have roughly 13 youth attend, and we currently have six leaders (Nam 
Doan, Samuel Box, Jason Tang from SWEC Bankstown and then Jon Walsh, Rebecca 
Nguyen and Naomi Nguyen from Fatherland Bankstown). 

One thing we want to praise God for in particular are the leaders and volunteers we have 
been serving and helping out each week.  These leaders are very committed to the youth 
and have such a strong love to see them encounter Jesus through the Bible.  We also 
want to praise God for the youth themselves, who are always so eager to come each 
week and bring their thoughts, doubts and honest questions when they read the Bible.  
We have loved engaging with them and growing in our relationships with them each 
week. 

One thing we do ask prayer for is a heart and culture change at Collab Youth Group.  
Currently, Collab Youth Group is catered for Christian church kids but we want to create 
a culture where we are inviting friends to come along and to grow this ministry.  We want 
to encourage our youth to look for opportunities to bring their non-Christian friends to 
Collab and to hear about Jesus and get plugged into church.  But with this change, will 
also come a greater demand for more leaders.  Therefore, please pray that God would 
raise up new youth leaders who will help serve in this ministry.   

Another ministry, that has been fairly recent, is the English congregation of the 
Vietnamese church at Condell Park that has agreed to come under Yagoona and 
Condell Park Anglican Church.  This has been a very exciting new venture for everyone 
involved.  This congregation is made up of mainly Australian-born second-generation 
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Vietnamese youth and young adults.  They meet in the Condell Park Community Centre 
each Sunday from 11am to 12:30pm.  I, Nam Doan, have been appointed as their minister 
since the end of 2022.  By all accounts, attendance has been impacted by COVID and 
not everyone has returned.  Therefore, numbers have been quite up and down.  
However, by God’s grace, over the last few weeks, people have started coming back 
more regularly and attendance has increased.  We average around 25 people each 
week, with high-schoolers, University students and young workers making up the 
congregation.   

Perhaps the most significant event that has happened for this congregation took place 
on Sunday March 5th when it was made formal and official and this English congregation 
would now come under Yagoona and Condell Park Anglican Church.  This was a 
monumental day in the history of the Vietnamese church in Australia, to support their 
young people’s future, in giving them every opportunity to grow as mature disciples of 
Jesus and to see their church for their generation flourish.  This agreement has generated 
a lot of excitement, in particular, for the English congregation leaders.  They have been 
praying and asking God for leadership and direction and in God’s providence, he has 
answered and provided in the form of Yagoona and Condell Park Anglican Church.   

This is a praise point.  We give thanks to God for the conversations, meetings and 
discussions that have taken place over the past few months regarding this church 
relationship and in God’s kindness, they have gone better than expected.  There is a 
common purpose, mind, spirit and unity in the gospel that all churches involved share 
which has made this possible.  We praise God for that! 

But we also pray for the months to come.  There 
will be many new changes for everyone, not just 
the new English congregation.  As they get 
incorporated into Yagoona and Condell Park, 
there will be new leadership, new direction and 
new way of doing things.  It is a big transition 
period for everyone.  Therefore, we pray for wise 
and loving leadership from the ministers, wardens 
and parish council to help facilitate these 
changes.  Pray that this new English 
congregation would be welcomed into our wider 
church family and feel the love and support from 
their brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Nam Doan 
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Welcome Team 
The Welcome Team’s role is to greet church members & visitors as they attend the 9.30am 
services each Sunday at Yagoona, providing them with name tags, weekly newsletters & 
periodic magazines (“Southern Cross” from the diocese & “Eternity“ from Moore College). 
We enjoy chatting with people & getting to know newcomers better at Morning Tea 
following the service.  

The team also attends when additional services such as Christmas Carols, weddings or 
funerals are held.  

Team members are Maureen Carney, Noeline Whyte, Rob Worthington, Bright 
Amenkhienan &, if required, Aehlish van der Kolff. 

Jennifer Godfrey fills an important role in keeping weekly records of attendance. These 
are entered into Elvanto each Monday by Clive Ellis & Rob Worthington & provide helpful 
information where pastoral care may be needed or follow-up for newcomers.  

As a praise point, we were pleased to include Bright in our team from term 2 2022, adding 
another smiling face to the welcomers. I’m pleased too, that our ministry is no longer so 
affected by Covid restrictions. As leader, I’m most grateful for the willingness of all team 
members to attend early & serve so cheerfully on a regular basis. 

Maureen Carney  

 

Ministry to Women 
As a result of covid restrictions and changes in staff during 2022, we did not hold any 
events specifically for women.  Women from our church family are involved in growth 
groups (including two women’s groups on Tuesday mornings), ESL, scripture teaching and 
community pantry. 

We are in the process of setting up a committee to organise a couple of women’s events 
for 2023.  God willing, we are planning to host the Equip women’s conference at our 
church in June and an evangelistic women’s event in late November or early December. 

Veronica Box on behalf of the women 
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ESL Report  
We were very thankful to be able to begin the year in early February without the 
restrictions that had been in place over the months of the pandemic. 

We began with a song, “Turn, turn, turn”, sung by Judith Durham and taken from 
Ecclesiastes 3. It enabled us to talk about life’s changing circumstances and the hope we 
have knowing that God is with us and in control. The words from Ecclesiastes encouraged 
the ladies to explore contrasting emotions and circumstances within their own life 
experiences and gave them new vocabulary to talk about them.    

Term 1 was not without its challenges as helpers and students were absent due to the 
need to isolate when family members continued to become Covid affected. 

Our aim in term 2 was to encourage our ladies to use predictive language, to move from 
what is seen to what they think is happening and then form questions using the 
vocabulary of “who, what, why, how” before suggesting possible explanations to what 
was seen. 

We introduced the ladies to artworks depicting Jesus and parables He told (the birth of 
Jesus, The prodigal son, The lost coin) to talk about God’s love for us. 

We farewelled Jenny Vassallo for a time when she and Ray took long service leave and 
welcomed a new helper, Cathy Canning. 

It was very rewarding to hear the ladies’ appropriate use of phrases from our song/ 
Ecclesiastes to describe their responses to what was depicted in the artworks and the 
change of “teachers”.  

The ladies were excited to show their improved phonic skills in term 3. A dictation passage 
each week served multiple purposes challenging spelling ability, reading, pronunciation 
and their knowledge of current affairs as we discussed the written passage.  

We ended the year with an in-depth study of the word “room”, leading us to speak of 
Jesus’ birth at Christmas time, there being “no room for doubt” that He is the Son of God 
and in response we should  “make room” for Him in our heart and lives. 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• the return of so many ladies who were happy to be reunited in class 
• ladies who joined us for a short time 
• one of our ladies who joined us in church and came to the Weekend Away 
• the additional help Cathy brings to the class and the return of Jenny Vassallo 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• wisdom and sensitivity in the way we present gospel truths 
• women from different backgrounds to join the class on an ongoing basis 
• our invitations to events to be accepted by more of our ladies  
• our ESL team’s health, creativity and perseverance in showing God’s love and care 

to the ladies who come to the class. 

Jennifer Godfrey, Noeline Whyte, Jenny Vassallo, Cathy Canning, Jenny Moore 
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SRE- Special Religious Education 
Although students returned to classes in early February 2022 school administrators across 
our six school were hesitant to resume scripture classes.  

Our teaching team was patient and prayerful. By the end of March scripture was up and 
running in four schools, the remaining two schools did not start up until the beginning of 
second term.  

Ally, Jordan, Chrissy and Larissa from Quizworx and Emma, Kingsley, Veronica and Jenny 
M from our church family made up the SRE teaching team going into Yagoona, Birrong, 
Bankstown North, Bankstown West, Wattawa Heights and Condell Park Primary Schools.  

We praise God that despite the delayed start to the scripture programme the Quizworx 
team were able to present their Easter show (at short notice) in all but one of our schools. 

On occasions Covid isolations prevented our teachers meeting with their classes but 
thanks to team members who stepped in to deliver the gospel message, the children’s 
learning programme was not greatly disrupted. 

As we approached the end of the year we invited the other Christian faith groups to join 
with us for the Quizworx Christmas presentations (Jesus – the Saviour of the World)  across 
our six schools: The teachers and students from the Catholic group at Birrong accepted 
the invitation and joined with our students to hear and enthusiastically respond to the 
good news that Jesus’s birth brings. 

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• An enthusiastic teaching team who faithfully teach the word of God 
• School staff who encourage student participation in scripture classes 
• A mostly uninterrupted year of bible teaching to students 
• A beginning of better communication between faith groups  
• Emma finishing the year with her class at Birrong after her maternity leave 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• students to grow in their understanding of who Jesus is through what they hear in 

their scripture class week by week 
• schools to adopt the new process of enrolling students in SRE so no child is excluded 
• parents to be proactive in enrolling their children in SRE and for an increase in the 

number of children who will hear the gospel proclaimed 

Jenny Moore: SRE Primary School Co-ordinator 
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Mobile Food Pantry 
The Mobile Food Pantry has been running now for 4 ½ years and is an initiative of 
Anglicare, a charitable part of the Anglican Church.   

This year our team consists of Margaret Couri, Beverley Ellis, Colin Sharp, Charmaine Sharp, 
Stan John and David Byrne. 

Anglicare brings a van that has been packed with non-perishable foods, to our church 
every second Wednesday from early February to mid-December.  Customers are able to 
purchase a bag or two for $12 each.  Anglicare operates a number of similar food 
pantries in other churches.  Some churches have fresh food.  It runs from 12.30 to 1.30 
every second Wednesday in our church car park next to the carport.  Whereas, during 
the worst of the Covid times we all stayed outside, we have now returned to the hall 
where people are able to sit and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, have a snack and chat to 
others waiting as well as to our church members who help out at the Food Pantry.   

This year a rewards card was introduced and after purchasing 9 bags a customer will be 
given the next bag free.   

Our van was re-furbished towards the end of last year and this has streamlined the 
shopping process.  The driver previously operated a cash register from the van and the 
register is now operated from lower down on the ground which makes it more welcoming 
for the shoppers.   

The number of shoppers to our van fluctuates a great deal and sometimes there are 10 
customers and other times 7 or 8, with a small group who have been coming from the 
beginning, continuing to come each fortnight.  It is a highlight for some of our customers 
who come earlier than necessary to sit and have a chat before their shopping turn.   

As in past years our customers were invited to Christmas events at our church and last 
year some actually came along.  A number of our shoppers are already members of 
other churches.   

We are thankful to God for Anglicare which enables this van to operate, along with a 
number of others in various areas around Sydney.  Please pray that Anglicare will continue 
to be able to source the food necessary for the Food Pantry.  Sometimes this food has to 
be bought by Anglicare.   

Please pray for the team members that we will be able to show those who come along 
the love of Jesus. 

Margaret Couri, Beverley Ellis, Colin Sharp 
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Tech Team Report 
Thanks be to God who has provided for our every need; our need for people to run the 
computer during our meetings, our need for all the preparation work before 9:30 am on 
Sundays and for the generous financial gifts to improve our equipment.  We make special 
thanks for our younger members who have rapidly become expert in operating the 
equipment and spreading the workload across our small team. 

We continued to provide live streaming throughout the lockdown period which continues 
to be beneficial to any that through sickness or other reasons, view our services remotely.  
Over the year, much effort has gone into improving and streamlining our streaming 
service.  Long hours and much struggling with software settings has removed some of the 
pain in getting things right during our services.  We think this is all worth it for the 8-10 live 
views and the 30-40 subsequent views of our services. 

The Tech Team also controls the sound wonderfully made by our singers and musicians 
and makes sure we can all clearly hear the Bible read and explained by our preachers. 

The team also administers our data network and ensures our data files are securely stored 
and accessible for those that need them. 

 

Bill Whyte 

Tech Team Leader 
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Treasurer’s Report 
In 2022 we were able to return to consistent services in person.  We set our budget on the 
assumption that we would be employing a full-time Rector and assistant, and a part-time 
youth worker.   

Income – giving. 
The graph shows the pattern of giving during the months of 2022.  The target total giving 
was $262,500. 

 

In the graph above: 

- the red line running across the top is the budget.  It wobbles a bit depending on the 
number of days in the month.  This is the amount we expected to need to meet our 
expenses, spread over the year. 

- the next line (green) is the actual giving in each month.: 
- the vertical columns are in groups of 3 for each month, showing cash giving, direct 

giving to the bank, and other donations. 

We can see that: 

- cash giving was quite low.  (When services were stopped during COVID, many 
members changed their giving to come from their bank instead of cash.) 

- the bulk of our regular giving comes directly.  This is mainly from bank accounts, 
with much smaller amounts through Paypal from the website or emails, 

 -

 5

 10

 15

 20

 25

 30

 35

 40

 45

 50

Jan22 Feb22 Mar22 Apr22 May22 Jun22 Aug22 Sept22 Oct22 Nov22 Dec22

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

2022 Giving

Y 9:30 Eng direct giving donations budget Totals



23 
 

- except for May – when there was a major on-off donation – total giving did not 
reach the budget in any month. 

By the end of the year the figures on the back of the news sheet were reporting that we 
were $24k behind budget. 

Income – other sources 
In addition to money given by our members we received property income from:  

• the furniture shop – Triple J Furniture – on the corner of the Hume Highway,  
• a residence at Birrong,  
• Quiz Worx in the house next to the Yagoona church, and  
• others who use our buildings on a part-time basis. 

There was an unplanned source of income: Ray took long service leave (LSL) during the 
year.  This resulted in 2 payments being made from the LSL fund:  

• one to Ray to help with accommodation costs while on leave;  
• the other ($10,490) to the parish to help with the cost of a part-time person during 

the leave.  (But we didn’t employ an extra person – just kept the payment!)  

Expenditure 
In 2022 we again employed two full-time staff (Ray Vassallo and Kingsley Box) and a part-
time youth worker (Martin Robinson – 1.5 days/week).  The costs of paying and housing 
staff are our major expense each year, expected to total $234,600 if we include the ‘cost’ 
of Martin’s housing.  As it turned out, Ray retired in September.  We paid him his unused 
annual leave and contributed to Cabramatta parish towards the cost of our Acting 
Rector (Rev. Cam Phong Huynh). 

We paid a contribution of almost $22,000 to the shared costs of the diocese, such as 
insurance and other expenses related to parishes.  About $6,700 went towards the 
purchase of new church sites in growing areas, and we paid $1,375 in a ‘property receipts 
levy’ which will raise further funds for new churches. 

Property expenses amounted to $65,900 including interest on loans for the duplexes at 
Birrong and Condell Park.  And we paid $40,700 off the principal of the loans. 

The end result for the year 
Our net cash result for the year is a surplus of $10,983.  This is quite different from what 
would be expected from the budget and the actual giving.  The LSL amount added to 
our income; staff and related costs were down by about $7,000; and there were other 
minor variations from the budget. 
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Financial statements 
A complete set of statements is included at the back of the reports, in the form that the 
Diocese requires us to use.  A simplified summary is at the end of this report (a couple of 
pages ahead). 

Our financial position 
We can see our financial position by looking at the funds held by the parish, after allowing 
for short-term liabilities – such as staff expense accounts, tax withheld and PSF deposits.  
Here are the figures at the end of the last few years: 

$ 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Cash incl PSF 121,875 112,599 119,774 157,756 173,795 440,641 

Liabilities incl 
PSF 

143,525 137,896 120,013 
138,876 145,377 406,412 

Net parish 
funds 

-21,650 -25,297 1,234 
18,880 28,418 34,229* 

*In addition, $12,547 is held for specific purposes: a grant from Anglicare, a training fund, 
funds from the play group (not currently operating), and surplus funds from the weekend 
away. 

Thank you to all who support the ministry of our church by your generous donations.  It is 
an important way we can be part of the mission of our church. 

Mission giving 
In years past substantial funds were donated for missions through the parish.  Some was 
designated for specific missions, and the treasurer forwarded these periodically to the 
relevant organisation.  Other amounts were for missions in general, and parish council 
would determine where to allocate them. 

In recent years mission giving through the parish has diminished greatly.  This has been 
encouraged by the funds, who prefer to receive donations directly.  And COVID further 
helped this trend. 

A table in the accounts shows the detail of amounts received for missions and amounts 
paid to them.  We received a total of $9,242 with $1,795 of this not for any particular 
mission organisation.  The parish council added $8,000 of parish funds, and decided how 
to distribute these amounts.   
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The 2023 budget  
The stipends and allowances for clergy and lay people are reviewed each year by the 
Standing Committee of the Diocese.  At present 2.4% increases are applied in July each 
year. 

Our staffing is slightly increased from 2022.  We are still allowing for a full-time Rector and 
assistant, but the days for our youth and young adults minister have increased from 1½ to 
4 days per week.  We are planning for increased – but still modest – expenditure on 
property, and are continuing the loan repayments.  And insurance costs continue to 
increase. 

If our Rector was employed for the whole year we would need $6,154 per week.  This is a 
very large 22% more than the 2022 budget, and 34% more than giving in 2021.  We 
already know we will have some savings, because we have had 2 months when we were 
not paying a Rector, but it will be a big challenge. 

Parishioners’ Savings Fund (PSF) 
The PSF was established by the late John Pevely several decades ago, and has 
contributed substantially to parish finances.  In times where the parish has had loans it has 
offset interest costs; when there has been no borrowing it has earned interest.  The Fund 
consists of deposits from parishioners, which earn low interest or – even better for the 
parish – no interest.   

During the past year we confirmed that it would be possible to deposit funds into one of 
the church loans, and re-draw them as needed.  We have now deposited $320,000 into 
one of the loans.  This has greatly reduced our interest cost at a time when rates are 
beginning to rise.  By maintaining the same repayments we are reducing the principal 
more quickly.  

The PSF is a helpful way to contribute financially to the parish.  See Clive Ellis if you would 
like to deposit some funds into it. 

Bequests 
In the past our parish has benefitted from bequests.  The property at 193 Edgar St – now 
the site of the duplex housing Cam and Kingsley – was purchased through the sale of a 
house left to the church. 

You could consider leaving some of your estate to the parish.  A bequest like this can 
make a major difference to the ability of the parish to fund its ministry.  Talk to Clive Ellis 
(treasurer) about this or see a solicitor. 
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Online accounting 
For the last 3 years we have been using the online Xero accounting system.  It has been a 
good move.  It has streamlined the keeping of the accounts and made auditing simpler. 

Thanks 
I am grateful to Wayne Godfrey for his guidance in financial matters during the year. 

Bryan Pevely has continued to keep the records of the accounts in the PSF. 

And again, I am very grateful to Melody Shekede for her work in reviewing the accounts 
in the midst of her other roles.   

Clive Ellis 
treasurer 28 February, 2023 
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Property Report 
The Property Committee works under the direction of our Parish Council carrying out works 
to maintain and develop the properties God has graciously provided for us.  As our 
properties age, there is always an ongoing need to maintain and improve the buildings 
and grounds.  Often there are just minor repairs but occasionally, we carry out more 
major maintenance and improvements. 

The Senior Leadership team, Parish Council and wardens are very thankful to the few 
church members who regularly, clean, sweep, pick up and mow grass around our 
properties. Without the help of these very few people our premisses would fail to look like 
we honour our Lord and would be unattractive to our community. 

This report summarises the current state of the parishes properties and work undertaken 
during the year to maintain them. 

Yagoona church buildings 

Condition Fair to ordinary 

Highlights • The rusted and leaking roof over the comforting room has been 
replaced. 

• The small hall has been upgraded with a new air conditioner, roof 
insulation, new glass doors and was painted inside and out. 

Minor works • The shade sails over the morning tea area have been replaced. 
• The foyer was repainted. 
• A government grant was received to purchase an Automatic 

External Defibrillator which was mounted in the kitchen.  A church 
member provided training in its use to all interested people. 

• Several doors were adjusted to enable smooth operation. 

Comments • The shed beside the small hall is clad with asbestos sheeting which 
has been damaged over the years. 

• The plasterboard lining is coming off the front wall of the church 
again.  The property committee is currently arranging for its repair. 

• Many of the sleepers along Auburn Road between the shop and 
steps need replacing along with garden maintenance. 
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Condell Park church buildings 

Condition Fair to ordinary 

Highlights • Nil 

Minor works • Some broken windows had their glass replaced. 
• A trench was dug to try to stop rainwater entering the Sunday School 

building. 

Comments • The outside of both the Church and Sunday School are deteriorating 
and in need of significant remedial work. 

• The exterior walls of the Sunday School are clad with asbestos 
sheeting and have been extensively damaged over the years.  This 
presents a real problem for any repairs to be made 

 

The Shop, 590 Hume Hwy 

Condition Fair 

Highlights • Nil 

Minor works • The retaining wall on the Auburn Road side was straightened and 
braced under council orders. 

Comments • The embankment behind the shop and below our small hall has 
collapsed in part against the shop wall causing cracking and 
flooding.  We hope to pay a contractor to dig out the soil and install 
a small retaining wall. 

• Unfortunately, the shop has flooded on a couple of occasions this 
year due to leaves blocking gutters and the failure of Ausgrid to 
replace stormwater drains.  The gutters were cleaned twice but the 
overhanging trees continue to dump large volumes of bark and 
leaves onto the roof. 
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Old Rectory, 211 Auburn Rd 

Condition Poor 

Highlights • Part of the structure of the front porch collapsed and was repaired.  
The roof valley was replaced and ridge cap repointed. 

Minor works • Painting of the laundry, rear toilet and 5 doors. 
• A new security light was mounted on the rear of the building. 
• Smoke alarm batteries replaced. 

Comments • The exterior of the building is in poor condition, and we remain 
blessed to have Quiz Worx as such forbearing tenants 

 

37 Rodd St. Birrong 

Condition Very good 

Highlights • Nil 

Minor works • Some minor painting and repairs made following the departure of the 
Robinson family. 

• Smoke alarm batteries replaced. 

Comments • The house is now rented. 

 

37A Rodd St. Birrong 

Condition Very good 

Highlights • A new bathroom vanity was installed to replace the water damaged 
original. 

Minor works • The ducted vacuum system was repaired. 
• Smoke alarm batteries replaced. 

Comments • Our long term tenants adequately look after the property 

 

  



32 
 

39 Rodd St. Birrong 

Condition Fair (Vacant block) 

Highlights • We have engaged a housing company but still haven’t been able to 
resolve the issues concerning Complying Development. 

Minor works • Keeping the footpath and nature strip relatively clear.  This is an 
ongoing issue. 

• Cutting down saplings and poisoning vegetation at the request of 
council. 

Comments • Our key strategy is to build at least two houses on the block to 
provide rental income which would enable us to not only pay off the 
loan for themselves, but also to pay down the loans for 37 Rodd St. 
and 193 Edgar St. as well 

 

193 Edgar St. Condell Park 

Condition Very good 

Highlights • Nil 

Minor works • Some minor work performed after the departure of the Vassallos.  
• Lights and garage door opener replaced. 
• Smoke alarm batteries replaced. 

Comments • Occupied by Cam Phong. 

 

193A Edgar St. Condell Park 

Condition Very good 

Highlights • Nil 

Minor works • Smoke alarm batteries replaced. 

Comments • Occupied by the Box family 
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Financial Statements 
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