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April 2021 Newsletter 
 

God knew! 
 

Years ago, when God laid it on our hearts to open a radio 
station for the jungle, He knew there would be a time when it 
would be the only way people could attend church. When 
COVID-19 hit, Panama closed all businesses and churches.   

Many people, including Christians, panicked when churches 
were closed. God didn’t panic. He knew people would 
continue to need His Word to be poured into their lives. 
Airwaves are the perfect non-touch means to encourage, 
teach, and preach God’s Word to the world. 

Radio Vida, quite literally, is going where others currently 
cannot. Christians living deep in the jungle continue to hear 
the Word and be encouraged. 

And now, Radio Vida is being broadcasted over the internet 
throughout the whole world, 24 hours a day. Anyone with a 
phone or computer connection can hear the hope, salvation 
and teaching of God’s Word. While this has been a stretch for 
us, God knew that the world would need it. 

If you want to help us cover the cost of operating Radio Vida, 
please designate your online giving through our website 
(https://www.vidaministries.com/give-support) or on your 
check sent to the Vida Ministries address shown above. May 
your seed be multiplied! 
 

Happenings 

May 29 - Jun 6  Construction Group  

Jun 10 - Jun 14          Pastors & Leaders Conference 

Jun 24 - Jul 1      Youth Conference 

Jul 10 - Jul 17           Children’s Crusade 

Aug 12 - Aug 16        Pastors & Leaders Conference 

Aug 21 - Aug 30        Construction Group 
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October 2021 Newsletter

We pray all are doing well in your family and 
church. This has been a real challenging 
year for all of us. Funny what the devil 
means for destruction God always turns it 
around for good.
The churches have grown a lot through the 
pandemic.
Lots of children have received the Lord. In just this one village we have 100 or 
more children coming to Sunday School class. 
Our villages are full of drugs and a lot of these children have drug addicted parents.
It’s beautiful how they are drawn to the Lord and are faithful to attend church. They 
want a better life when they are old enough to make their own decisions. They 
recognize that God is the answer to all their needs and desires. 
School is still not open here. The children whose parents can afford a cell phone 
go to school over their phones. Not many own a computer to my knowledge.

Most of the children have lost the last two 
years of school because of this pandemic. 
Funny with all the hardships they face, the 
kids are still happy and laughing and are so 
positive. These are the fruit of a child that 
knows that God has them in the palm of His 
hands.

We are scheduling groups for 2022. Please pray about being a part of one. The 
groups are such a blessing and encouragement to us and the people here.

Feb 12-26  Construction
March 22-28  Pastors and Leaders Conference
June 13-20  Children’s Conference
July 18-25  Youth Conference
September 12-19  Ladies conference

In His Hands

We are now an 
Amazon Smile Charity.
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Happenings

Ministry Needs
The radio station is really making a difference in the preaching the gospel. It is 
expensive to maintain but very effective in reaching the lost. 
The electric company said that we need to replace all the wiring from the road to the 
radio station and to the mission house. We estimate the wire, poles, and labor will 
run around $6000.00. Trees have fallen on the wires over the years and the constant 
rain and strong sun have taken its toll on them. The electrician said they were a fire 
ready to happen. So we are stepping out in faith and getting it done to avoid any 
challenge later. Any help that you can give would be greatly appreciated.
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Children Reaching Children 

Throughout 2020, in the village of Puerto Lara, 16 children 
have given their hearts to the Lord. Praise God! 

There are now 50 kids in this Sunday School with 3 teenagers 
who grew up in that very class and now teach the upcoming 
generations. The Lord has blessed them in a mighty way with 
winning scholarships to continue their education. 

They never left their walk with the Lord and kept their hearts 
clean before Him. 

What a testimony to all the other teens! 
 

Prayers and Praises 

Please pray for: 

• Our health 
• Our learning to use new media communications. It 

can be so overwhelming. 
• God’s wisdom with the radio station. With so many 

opportunities, we want to go in God’s direction. 
• God to raise up partners to cover the costs of running 

the FM broadcast of Radio Vida 24/7. Added costs 
include electricity, maintenance and two employees. 

 
God is so good! The need for some updates to the radio 
station has been met. A new computer, exterior building paint, 
and new flooring/windows have been purchased. Thank you 
so much for your faithfulness to give to this special project. 

Last, but not least, we are now an approved charity for 
Amazon’s Smile program. When you select Vida Ministries 
at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1694767, Amazon will give 
us a donation worth 0.5% of your total purchase amount.  

Thank God for new ways of providing resources for His Work!  

Cook’s Residence

Caitlyn turns 13 this month.

Debra, who is Chris’ wife turns 29 this month.

The children in Indiana are beginning to return to school in person. Of 

course, the kids are crazy happy. Soft ball teams and other sports have 

also resumed. Life is showing normality.

Prayers and Praises

We are continuing to put a bible in each child’s hand. 

The Bibles are $10.00 plus shipping is $2.00 per book.

The children love the bibles.

We teach them how to look up verses and read their bibles.

Teachers tell us how smart the children are that attend our Sunday  
School classes.

Please keep our health in your prayers. As we age, we are slower but still 
going strong. Most of you know that Dennis is a diabetic and that he has 
lost a lot of weight recently. He had a bad spell about two months ago but 
has come out of it. His sugar is still out of control though. Please pray for 
his desire to control it and for his hard head. Ha!

For the children with drug addicted parents. Drugs have become a huge 
issue in the villages. 

Strength and tenacity for the police on the boarders of Panama, especially 
in Lajas Bancas. Thousands of immigrants pass through that area every 
day. They must document them all and then provide transportation to the 
boarder of Costa Rica. These people are fed, and their health care is 
provided by the government. Hundreds of workers are needed to meet 
the growing challenge. Please pray for our health care people and the 
volunteers who cook and keep everything working smoothly.


