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April 2021 Newsletter 
 

God knew! 
 

Years ago, when God laid it on our hearts to open a radio 
station for the jungle, He knew there would be a time when it 
would be the only way people could attend church. When 
COVID-19 hit, Panama closed all businesses and churches.   

Many people, including Christians, panicked when churches 
were closed. God didn’t panic. He knew people would 
continue to need His Word to be poured into their lives. 
Airwaves are the perfect non-touch means to encourage, 
teach, and preach God’s Word to the world. 

Radio Vida, quite literally, is going where others currently 
cannot. Christians living deep in the jungle continue to hear 
the Word and be encouraged. 

And now, Radio Vida is being broadcasted over the internet 
throughout the whole world, 24 hours a day. Anyone with a 
phone or computer connection can hear the hope, salvation 
and teaching of God’s Word. While this has been a stretch for 
us, God knew that the world would need it. 

If you want to help us cover the cost of operating Radio Vida, 
please designate your online giving through our website 
(https://www.vidaministries.com/give-support) or on your 
check sent to the Vida Ministries address shown above. May 
your seed be multiplied! 
 

Happenings 

May 29 - Jun 6  Construction Group  

Jun 10 - Jun 14          Pastors & Leaders Conference 

Jun 24 - Jul 1      Youth Conference 

Jul 10 - Jul 17           Children’s Crusade 

Aug 12 - Aug 16        Pastors & Leaders Conference 

Aug 21 - Aug 30        Construction Group 
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November 2021 Newsletter

40 years ago, Dennis Cook came to one of our villages. He asked us to teach him 
how to live in the jungles. He brought his family with him. They lived with us for 18 
months. In the supernatural realm he was different from us. We had lived in fear of 
the curses of the witchdoctors for generations. 
Dennis was not afraid of the witchdoctors. They tested him and sent their most 
powerful curses to kill him and his family. None of the curses touched him and his 
family. Dennis shined like a beam of hope all throughout the jungle. We had never 
known anyone who was not dominated by fear. He was not afraid of anything. He 
walked in such authority. We all hungered for what he had. We felt safe around 
him. 
The witch doctor in our village told Dennis if he did not leave that he would burn 
our church down. Dennis said, “You might try but it won’t burn.” The witch doctor 
lit the match and tried to set it on fire but it would not burn.
Right then and there it was established who had the stronger power. It was a sign 
to everyone that the power that Dennis had was stronger than the witch doctor’s 
power.
He began teaching us the Bible. The most powerful lesson we learned was how to 
apply what we’d learned from the Bible in our daily lives. He and his family lived 
what they preached. He taught us how to hope and little by little we would face 
the spirit of fear that held us in bondage. Today we are free, and we know the God 
that Dennis serves. We have Him on the inside of us and He fights our battles. 
Dennis is our spiritual father. He is loved and respected by all the ministers and 
their congregation. He taught us by word and demonstration about the power of 
the God who lives inside of us. His light has shined throughout 4 generations as 
he presses on in representing the God that he serves.
If you ask the people here what they are most thankful for they say, “their salvation”. 
Introducing a broken person to the Lord is the greatest gift he or she will ever 
receive.

We are scheduling groups for 2022. Please pray about being a part of one. The 
groups are such a blessing and encouragement to us and the people here.

Feb 12-26  Construction
March 22-28  Pastors and Leaders Conference
June 13-20  Children’s Conference
July 18-25  Youth Conference
September 12-19  Ladies conference

This is the testimony of Dilma Caisimo.

We are now an 
Amazon Smile Charity.
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Happenings

Ministry Needs

Serving God in the Republic 
of Panama since 1981

We are in the process of upgrading the radio stations equipment. These are our 
needs:
1. Back Up Generator $17000.00 (Paid for)
2. Transmitter and back up transmitter worked on; Cost about $8,000.00 Plus 

shipping.  ($5000.00 of that need has been met)
3. We need to hire another employee for the radio station. The cost would be an 

extra $2000.00 a month. We have one full time worker and one part time worker 
at this present time.

Preaching the gospel via radio is very effective here in the jungles. Lots of people 
are healed and receive the Lord while listening to the teachings and the prayer 
request that we make available. The downside of it is the fact that it cost a lot to 
maintain. But how do you put a price on winning souls into the kingdom. 
Together we can give the gift of salvation and healing to the lost and hurting 
world.
Any help that you can give would be a great blessing.
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Children Reaching Children 

Throughout 2020, in the village of Puerto Lara, 16 children 
have given their hearts to the Lord. Praise God! 

There are now 50 kids in this Sunday School with 3 teenagers 
who grew up in that very class and now teach the upcoming 
generations. The Lord has blessed them in a mighty way with 
winning scholarships to continue their education. 

They never left their walk with the Lord and kept their hearts 
clean before Him. 

What a testimony to all the other teens! 
 

Prayers and Praises 

Please pray for: 

• Our health 
• Our learning to use new media communications. It 

can be so overwhelming. 
• God’s wisdom with the radio station. With so many 

opportunities, we want to go in God’s direction. 
• God to raise up partners to cover the costs of running 

the FM broadcast of Radio Vida 24/7. Added costs 
include electricity, maintenance and two employees. 

 
God is so good! The need for some updates to the radio 
station has been met. A new computer, exterior building paint, 
and new flooring/windows have been purchased. Thank you 
so much for your faithfulness to give to this special project. 

Last, but not least, we are now an approved charity for 
Amazon’s Smile program. When you select Vida Ministries 
at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1694767, Amazon will give 
us a donation worth 0.5% of your total purchase amount.  

Thank God for new ways of providing resources for His Work!  

Cook’s Residence

Prayers and Praises

We made a video of one of 
our children’s Sunday school 
classes.

If you would be interested 
in listening to it, please 
send me an email and I will 
send it to you. My email is  
Jeanne.vidamin@gmail.com. 

It is really a blessing to see 
the children worshiping God.

Thank you for your prayers that help us keep the ministry strong. Please 
continue to pray for:

•  us to be healthy and strong

• that all of the finances will come in to make the necessary changes to 
the Radio station and ministry house

• that we are able to get the required legal papers done to hire an 
additional employee for the Radio station. (This will require favor with 
government offices.)

• for one of the youth here in Darien named Genesis. She was violated 
and has been having mental and emotional issues since.

• for God to send laborers to help us in the ministry. As we age, we 
just cannot do everything we once could. We need someone to come 
along side us in the ministry who can do what we no longer physically 
are able to.

Serving God in the Republic 
of Panama since 1981

On behalf of all the Cook family, we wish everyone a very Happy 

Thanksgiving.  This month we are waiting on our 9th grandchild. Chad and 

Candace will have their first baby sometime this month. They are having a 

little boy. His name is Seth Cartwright Cook. Cartwright is Candace’s late 

fathers’ middle name.

I am looking forward to being a grandma to him! It will be nice to have one 

of our grandchildren living in Panama. I plan on spoiling him. Ha!


